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EN Hands to do it. 3 3 
ont . N R a 5 L FA Wy Was 
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Peer, IV. 18. The Path of: & the ſbining 
ee ;  Jhining more and more unto the Nl Dy. 
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1935 SERMON UI. : 
| National Wickedneſs in Danger of Prom Na- 
| tional Judgments. | 


MB, V. 4. 9 What could have been done 1 
my Vineyard, that ] have not done in it? Wherefore 

. when I looked for e, brought it 8 75 wild 
_ Grapes ? W 1 8 

Aud now, go to; Till tell. you what I will do 2 
Vineyard: 1 will take away the Hedge thereof, and 

it ſhall be eaten up; and break down-the Wall theres 


A mn. . 5 48 


. ant Fe ric. 5 
Vol. H. 54 8 THREE 
W — — : 
* . 9 : 


2 
% * 
1 


N V4 1 
8 * 

59 * " : 

. x a by 5 

; * 8 * n 


| CoNnTENTS. 
THREE LETTERS h Friend on the Satisfattion 


. 5 | of Chriſt: ¶ berein are occafionally confidered, The | 

Il = 3” 66 Dy, Y 99 
. Sc. | 7 „ Fag. 69 

= . The ſecond LETTER. A. 8 86 

5 _ The third LETTER. e to mull dT i : 

d fert LETTER, the Reverend T. Fi. rt. 

ee i tos Hales in in one *. ths, Author's. Sermons. : 

1 | N a 18 W wy nue 143 | 3 

= The fifth LET * | ter | 


5 Z io a Friend in 
4. E SSK 1 7885 
einm in the e | Age 7 w ee L 


95 * | Ly a 
Nenn IT . TRE WK Qs. bz 95 * 2 


472 


£ 85 ” 
4 : RS. 


2 | PI & 24 : ; : 4 
* 5 as 1 Q's 
mM „ O MA AE 1 


. 


* gri-ovor] H e nt tanto do if7; lenor 
5 * F 7 : © h h¹,H Leno! c b 1 ; 5 Py 
Ea won Gb wad wind hn will > oY mark | 3 
* 3 YAM * dd Ne va wh SS VR ſh 
Dr N. * hy a 02508 17 30\ kneel 1 nnd rit 
. £ ct) ch. 
n e Ide . or Yew Nn Ci 
dn 200 ee 0 T d ki N es in \ 1 fre 

RR N * Ben % 45 . dd F Gu Wo ty Ma Meats < 


Mex | 3 


n 
* 


1 8 { Ie WH 8 Ws 4. 1 . * 
2 N . As _— 1 tot var FREE TR * 4 f 
| F * "* 4 
15 3 ff 
$+ *3\ % 
9 * i 


. * R * x 4 x * : - Ws, 
8 e . * 2 N £5 — 823 * Fob: r ene 1 15 ( * ? PS; 41 
8442 EL RE ['# ARA nt t 5703.3 5 A z NI + 4+ $4 {4 1871 wt 

' „ — : * 5 
: 1 3 1 * + 


hk * . 1 2 TOR, = 
LITTER CA ETI EIT FE , 12 rere 


Ide 


n 2 2 . 
RET - it OD ens MES TIE Laa NE OF 


wo 75d ;ehneFi9 'R 80 a9. 1% yd 5 


* 


b % is = } ont then M WIR it 7s due 165 


1. ben it, if in the Poiver 
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% out applying. to Particulars ; 31 1s. little- more I. 
than idle Declamation and empty Flouriſh : Wen 
"is to let our Arrows fly, at Random, when N 


al direct them to a certain Mark. That Ch Cha: 


rity in general. is.a Duty, No-body, will deny: 4 
there are 0 N who, on the An of 1 


r 


RN own r 9 — 7 it * ir s * 
Degfees. mated me then LP. conſider, Nan 


If, Who are hs Perſons obliged to Give to cha- 
ricable en and! in hat 9 5 


R 3 ua, 


——̃¶ —2— — 


| The Dat of Chi 


"I CY Who are the Perſons qua ualifed to Raue, our 


I. 9 5 | . 


. Ty wy . 10 . nere to His 


1 Charity, in \ the 3 3 Senſe of the 
Word, takes in a large Compaſs: it extends itſelf 
wto an hearty Defire 4 Endeavour to do all poſſible 
Good by our Heads as well as eur Hands; by our 
Words as well as, Works; by inſtructing the Igno- 
kant, adyifipg the Miſtaken, reclaiming. the Wicked, 

| Lhforting the Afflicted, encouraging the Virtuous 
and Worthy, Se. Charity even takes in Piety. For, 
not to mention that Piety, or a Regard to the Deity, 


zs the Foundation of Charity, or Love to dur Fel- 


* BY: 2 


blow Cregrures; ; exemplary Piety ig one conſiderable 
© Inftance of doing Good: It is letting our Light Rane 
 befire Men, in order to promote that Reverence to 
. the Deity, which is the Baſis of all Virtue, 
No Man, of whatever Order or Condition in Life, 
can think himſelf unconcerned in the Duty of Cha- 
rity confidered in this View ; and though this be not 
the principal Point under our preſent Conſideration, 
eau frye in that MOSS, « and 
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95 1, Who are the Perſons within the Obligations 1 , 


off this Nut rebar oth" Ho 

kiſs, the Sick and the Needy, & . N . 
| One would think we'thouldorad ee Argumeics 
o-perkiade/ cha Great, the Opul 


to undertake the principal Share in this Duty, They 


are Stewards, it is true, and muſt give an Account: | 
but happy ſure is the Steward when his Truſt. is of 


ſuch a Nature, that the more freely ha diſpenſes, 


the more faithful he ſhall be accounted : When the 


Meric of his Liberality ſhall be placed, not to his 
Muſter s, but to his own. Account: When the Pray- 
ers of the Poor ſhall draw down upon him the Praiſe 
and Reward of n 
This too is a Virtue whereof one mou hope They 


6,7 1 be inclined to ſhew themſelves more eminent 


Patterns; becauſe as their Station fits them peculiarly 


for it, ſo it denies them the Occaſions of practiſing 


many Virtues of another Sort. They meet with few 
Affronta, or Injuries, or Oppreſſions to employ the 
Virtue of Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs and Patience: 
They experience but little of hard Fortune, leſs of 


hard Labour, and nothing at all of the Diſtreſſes of 
Poverty, Hunger, and Cold, and Nakedneſs, to call 


forth the Virtues of Patience and Reſignation, and 
an humble Reliance on Providence. 
Now hat more proper Method of 3 che 
Abſence of | theſe Virtues in themſelves than by extend- 
ing their Charity to thoſe very Perſons who do prac- 


tiſe them, . by letting Their Bounty render the 
| NEL of them ſome hat more eaſ . Des al- 


nt; and the Able, 
to preſent themſelves the foremoſt in this Rank, and 


| 


7 


5 D = 


ue. wing themſelves: to become in ſome Meaſure, the 
_ Taftrurnents in God's Hand of rewartling them? 


Their Good Deeds then ought to bear Proportion 
to their Abilities-. GOD; who is the F ountain-Head 


of every good Gift, has made them'rhe- Channels 
| whereby he intends to convey His Blefſings to Man- 
Kind. Their Charity may begin at Home; but af- 
ter the Stream of it has watered their own Garden, 
they ought not to conſine it there; but to let it flow 
Ad to enrich the neighbouring Soil, 1 to _ 
Penſe Plenty and Fruitfulneſs all around. 5 
Thiſ is ſo agreeable to the common Notions of 
Ir ind, that Every-Body condemns the mean and 
Kidd Spirit of chat Wretch ; who, though God 
Has bleſſed Him with Abende ak conſequently 
2 with a Power of 'blefling others, is yet relentleſs to 
the Cries of thoſe who have nothitig to plead for 
them bur, what is the moſt powerful” Pleader with 
every. generous | "Mind, extreme Miſery : and have 
nothing to return but their Prayers ; Prayers, pour. 
ed forth from the Fulnefs of a grateful Heart. Th. 

4 look with Abhorrence upon a Man, who is ever 
amaſſing Riches without HKying any Thing out in 
Charitable Uſes; 5 45 greed as the "hs and as bar- 
ren as the Shore. hdr Work kur 

Numbers, it is true, e FTE He done ek 

Ain declaiming againſt the Practick of fuch Perſons: 
„ Tor® upon the Great and Opulent they think the 
| whole Burden of this Duty ought to reſt: but for 
Themſelves, t they being of ſomewhat 'a" lower Claſs, 
| they defire to be excuſed. Their Circumſtances, 

5) "= 05 are but juſt eaſy; ; juſt ſufficient to/anfwer the 
3 ds of their Families, and their own neceſſary 

, | | Expences; ; 


1 1 
* 
5 


Expences; and therefore they plead utter Inability, SS RN. 
and expect to be totally exempted from the Perfor- I. 
mance of this Duty. But, before this Excuſe will be. 
of any Avail, it behoves them to conſider; whether 
they do not indulge themſelves in Expences unſuit- 
able to their Rank and Condition; ſuch as Luxury, 
Gaming, or other prodigal Diverſions. If this be 
the Caſe, it is no ſlight Matter to waſte that Fortune 
in Idleneſs and Riot, which ſhould make them Ft 
mute Lame, and Eyes to the Blind; as a Father is 
the Orphan, and as an Huſband to the Widow. It is no 
light Matter to ſquander away That which, if rightly _ 
uſed, would purchaſe for them the moſt valuable 
Treaſures; Treaſures in Heaven: but, if abuſed 
in unneceſſary Expences or ſinful Intemperance, lays 
a Weight upon the Soul, which will make them as 
„ ee eee Nan n are $0 \thoſe 
of Charity. ABT vi SCOOTER 51 2 
Cuompetency il ben a Word of or 100 — 
Signification, if we are to underſtand it by Supplies 
for. coſtly Eating and Drinking; Supplies fot high 
| Enjoyment of Life; for Retinue and Equipage. 
— are eee 2 n 


W it is l is — A an „ dg ly 

not Provide far his Family : but it is as true, that dur 
Family ought not to engroſs all our Subſtance exclu- 
ſwely of the Poor, who have a Right; even God's 
Night. For ſome Part of what we have is dud: to 
God, as an Acknowledgment that we derive from 
Him the Whole e and God has made _ n * 
Subſtitutes. i eee 
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—— — tk —. hoe no- 
thing to do in the Works of Charity: a Notion very 
falſe, and withal very dangerous. +Rich and Poor 
are equally concerned in the Duty, but in Propor- 
tion to their Circumſtances. And he that has Little 
s as ſtrictly bound to give ſomething out of that 
Litile, as he that has more is obliged” to give more. 
According to that of Tobit: 1f thou haſt Abundance, 
give Alms according; f thou:haſt but. Little; be not 


afraid to give according to that Little; for thou layeſt 


u A gadod Treaſure for thyſelf againſt the Day of Ne- 
| cefſity. As the Rich are obliged. to relieve the Poor, 
ſo even the Poor are alſo bound, in Proportion to 
their Circumſtances, to help one another. What an 
Advantage was it to the poor: Widow, that She, by 
bringing her Mite only into the: Treaſury, could 
thereby exerciſe a nobler Charity than the greateſt 
of all there had done! Have the Poor Little to 


give? brace conſiſt in Much or Lit- 


tle, but in doing the beſt we can, and doing it 
with a willing Mind. The ſmalleſt — _ | 
Smallneſs of it, it eee Benefit to-the 


Receiver, yet it may be of ineſtimable Uſe and Be- 
_  nefit"to/ the Giver." And if a Day-Labourer, for 


Inſtance, contributes a Day's Work, ſuch a Charity 


may weigh more, than large Sums from others, and 


e in the Sight of God of great Price. Even the in- 
rior- Sort ſometimes give into Expences that are 


net iridily neceſfry, from which therefore they may 


and ought to retrench ſomewhat: to beſtow © on n those 
ho want even Neceſſaries. 


* e 


on a: 85 , ; The 


Right of pleading an entire Exemption from this Duty 


are Thoſe whoſe Circumſtances are deeply involved: 


for till we can ſatisfy our Creditors we ought not to 


relieve the Poor. We muſt be ju before we can be 


charitable, It would be unjuſt to give away what is 


not our own; and nothing is properly our on but 
what remains after our juſt Debts are cancelled. Owe 
no Man any Thing, ſays St. Paul, but to love one 'ano- 
tber; when we owe no Man any Thing in the gal 
Senſe but what we can pay, then we muſt anſwer the 
other great Debt, as much a Debt in the Eye of 
Reaſon the Loving one another, Fr reer — 
Por: Inſtances of Kindneſs. and Benevolen 
What has been the greateſt Bar to the Exerciſe of 
f this Virtue. is, the Difficulty of pitching upon any 
fixed and ſtated Proportion, ſhort of which our Cha- 
rity ought not to fall : and where the: determinate 
Meaſure of Duty is not or cannot be aſſigned,” there 
Men's Intereſt or Covetouſneſs will be ever ſuggeſt. 


ing Excuſes. for the Non- Performance of it. We 


ought to adjuſt our Bounty to our Abilities; but as 
there is no fixed Standard, we ſeem willing to take 
Advantage of that Circumſtaner, and to e 


ä our Abilities by our Inclination. - A B19 by 


In Order to remove this 1 if es 4 


not more diſpoſed to deceive than to direct our Con- 


ſciences, we [ought to follow the Rule laid down in 
all doubtful Caſes, i. e. to chuſe the Part which is 
leaſt dangerous. As in the Gratifications then of 
Eating and Drinking, we ſhould rather take too 
little than too much of our Liberty, for Fear of be- 
ing RO into Intemperance 3 ſo in the Exerciſe 


ere . i chat biken to have a fair Stn u. 


ef 


I. for Fear of incurring _ Guile of Uncharitable: 
... 8 F FY | 
w o: Again; de Mpodle N — Diree: 
tions, orders; That every Man ſhould lay by in Store 
4 God had proſpered bim e that is, according to his 
Income, Increaſe or Revenue. Here then it may de 
of Uſe to ſhew, that the Irtur were, by the expreſt 
- Command of God, obliged to appropriate the tenth 
Part of their Revenue every three Years to Chari- 
table Iſes. Thus we read in Deuteronomy xiv. 28. 
At the Eu rof three Years thou ſhalt bring forth. all 
the Titbe (or Penth) of thine Increaſe 1 that ſame Year, 
and ſhalt Jayitcupnwithin' thy Gates: And the Stran- 
de be Patherlefs:und the Widow which are within 
' thy:Gates; ſhall: come' and eat, and be ſatisfied ; that 
eee all the Work 6d m_ 
| Hand aubich thin duft. 
Now the tenth! Part of _ em every 180 
Vears is the thirtieth Part of their Yearly Revenue: 
If chen the Fews; under a Difpenſation which laid 
leſs Streſs upon Charity, were bound, beſides their 
©  ———_—_————— Charities; to ſet aſide the 
4 hirtieth Part of cheir Increaſe for the Poor: cer- 
* we, who are bleſſed with à Religion where 
Chariey ſhines wich the moſt diſtinguiſhed Luſtre, 
| — weywhoſe Righnouſuſe ought to enctd the Righteouf- 
| | neſnuf 'the Scribe and Phariſees, ſhould not at any 
Time fall ſhort of this Meaſure, how much ſoever 
dun Generoſity may F N ens ge to 80 be. 
nnen blend ox eee 1 
n farcher; ir ought' to be remembered thar one 


* | denominate . 


2 * 
"OR of Qhariny; we ſhould: pinkios exceed than fall ſhort, 
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5 ated and =" 


table Map whoſe: Diſpoſition is always inclined to 
Charity: who is at all Times glad to relieve Diſtreſs 
when he can, and ſorry when he cannot, whoſe 
Bounty reaches as far as his Power extends, whoſe 
Benevolence takes al! the Objects of Charity, and 
whoſe Diſcretion Wee out e wh _ n 
/ Mg + 0514; 2 


II. in the Grooms Place to 1 Who are the 
Parſons. qualified. to. Receive cur Cy; And, | 
1d, We ought rather to ſuccour the Difreſſd, | 

than encreaſe the Happineſs of the Eafy: becauſe 
we are to do the moſt Good that we can. In the 
latter Caſe, it is like giving Wine to a Man that 
bath already quenched his Thirſt; in the former, it 
is like giving a Cordial to a Perſon fainting, Aces 
_ carding to that of Ecclgſiaſticus; Mercy is ſeaſonable 

in Time of Aﬀuition, like Clouds of Rain in Time of 
Drought. It is ſending a gracious Rain, and re- 
freſhing what is weary and parched up. Even the 
Bad, much more the Good, are to be relieved in 
Caſes of extreme Neceſlity. It is a Miſtake to 
imagine that Hatred to Sin ſhould make us uncom- 


dewomitiite a Man Charitable. He alone is a Chari- Wa 


paſſionate to Sinners in Extremity. To convince us 


„ eee eee that if the Son of. God 

had regarded Sinners with the ſame unpitying Eye, 
Mankind had never been redeemed. Had God hated | 
Sinners after this Manner, the World itfelf had 
long ago been annihilated. No: if ſuffering Inno- 
cence only gave a Title to Compaſſion, the Sun had 
never roſe on the Unjuſt no, never perhaps on. 


Thee, who . that * to ſuffering Vice, 
which 


w. FOR of Pharits 


Sram? which Thbu'doſt txpedt from! God Our Pity, che 
* univerſal Language of Nature, calls loudly upon us 


to relieve both the Good and the Bad, who are juſt 
ready to/periſh. Thoſe then are the moſt proper 
Objects RE” who" are Bo bras 05 
rr But, 

"2d, The beſt Charity we can give to the Poor 
Wes have Ability and Strength, is to employ them 
in Work that they may not contract an Habit of 
Idleneſs; and ſo the Public not only loſe the Advan- 
tage of their Service, but likewiſe become Kobe | 

with an uſeleſs Incumbranſtde. 

But yet, if ſuch be not able to earn a competent 
 Livelibood); if the Produce of their Labour be not 
proportionable to the Demands of à numerous Fa- 


* then ſtill they are proper Objects of our Cha- 
Nor can there well be a more pitiable Caſe 


„„ e base daily Drudgery, after the 


utmoſt they can do, will not procure daily Bread 


IM for themſelves and their Houſhold. To conſider 


a Parent, who has toiled out the live- long Day in 


Hardſhip, ho yet at Night, inſtead of finding 


RNeſt, ſhall find a Pain more inſupportable than all 
his Fatigues abroad - the Cravings of a ſmall 
_ helpleſs Family which he cannot ſatisfy ; this is 
enough to give the moſt lively Touches of Compaſ- 
80 ſion to every Heart that is not paſt Feeling. Cer- 
. tainly when the Poor have done all they can for a 


© Supply of their Neceſſizies;/the Rich do not do all 


they ought, if they do not make up, what is want- 
- eee ere e aner 
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Go . Pandea 


gay, That of Theirs, who, after having been ac- Sunn 


esel to Eaſe and Plenty, are, by ſome una- 


voidable Reverſe of Fortune, by no Folly or , 


of their own, condemned to bear, what they are the 
leaſt able to bear, the galling Load of Poverty : | 
who, after having been perhaps Fathers to the Fa- 
therleſs in the Day of their Proſperity, are now be- 
come the Objects of that Charity they were wont ſo 
liberally to diſpenſe. Theſe Objects plead the more 
ſtrongly for our Relief, becauſe they are the leaſt 
able to reveal their M wary; and make. their Wants 
Known. „„ 2 
Ach, Fatherleſs Children eee . our 
E to fence their tender Bloom of Fears ﬀ& 
the early Blaſts of Vice; to conduct them with. a 
ſafe but gentle Hand through the dangerous Stages 
of Infancy, Childhood, and Youth. To give them 
at an Age, when their Minds are moſt ſuſceptible of 
good Impreſſions, and their Memories the moſt tena- 
cious of any Impreſſions ; to give them early Notices 
of Piety, to enable them to become uſeful Members of 
Society; who if turned a · drift and left defenceleſs 
would, without the extraordinary Grace oli _— | 
rn ſo many Peſts and Nuiſances to it. 1 
And is it not much more diſereet and rational 
apply our Charity to ſuch Objects, where We can 
be no Danger of Miſapplication, than to run the 
Riſque of miſplacing it upon Vagrants and common 
Beggars? who, for ought we know, may be Coun- 
terfeits; beer pee N _ ok that . ge f 
e 25+ #2 
I I would. n W be iss When 
yo are ſtrong Appearances and Symptoms, that 
. 


— theſe loſt e ee Neceſſity, the good- natured 
I; and charitable Part is to be preferred. If it happer 
| oben Error, it in at che worſt an Error — 
[4 right Side. - 
: "5thly, Another "ou of Nane ah have a Right 
to our Charity are the Sick. Solomon hath obſerved 
long ago, that when Heavineſ in the Heart of a 
Man maketh*it\ ſtoop,” then 4 good Word maketh it 
peculiarly glad. Reflect therefore ſeriouſly and ten- 
derly on the Condition of ſuch Perſons; for they 
ſometimes ſuffer a good deal from the mere Inatten- 
tion of thoſe about them, who yet could not be 
des r d * to on OO what _ | 
— of afflicted: 505 (or afflited- erſons 
know beſt how to ſpeak of Affliction) let us put our 
Soul into their Soul*s Stead : let us patiently bear thoſe 
Inſtances of Peeviſhneſs and Fretfulneſs into which, 
under ſuch a Preſſure, they may be apt to fall ; im- 
puting them to their Diſtemper, and not to them- 
ſelves. In a Word, let us endavour to caſe their 
Sufferings as heartily as if they were our own; and 
td bear our own as patiently e HR Ae 
"wy do thoſe of others. 
Some indeed of the tender and: ebene 
| Make ſeem to feel ſo much for and with others, that 
ane cannot help wiſhing they might feel as little as 
ſuffering nothing alove. Every one that hath the 
leaſt Tincture of Humanity muſt ſuffer with them 
in Diſtreſs; with them, from whom they are ſure to 
offer — 2781 — by an unkind ord or 
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m. er proceed to my third Ann Head, 
ir was to conſider the Manner i in which we are 


to diſpenſe our Charity. 

Acts of Mercy, public and private, have both 
their peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Excellencies : nei- 
ther are to be omitted. To ſay, that becauſe our 


Saviour has commanded” us to give our Alms pri- 


-vately, therefore we are not to exerciſe any Acts of 


Public Charity; would be as ridiculous as to argue, 


that becauſe private Prayer is commanded, public 


Worſhip is forbidden. To put our Virtue to the 
Teſt; ro ry whether it be genuine (as founded up- 


on a pure unmixed Principle of pleaſing God with- 


out any ſiniſter Views of worldly Applauſe) our Sa- 


viour has or- 
Father which ſcelb in Heaven will reward us openty. 


Benefit of public Example, He has commanded 


that, at other Times, we let our | Light ſo ſeine be- 
fore Men, that they may ſee our good Wi orks, and glo- 
riß our Father which is in Heaven, If all our Cha- 


rity was to be intirely ſecret, removed from the Eye 
of the World; it would decay and dwindle into no- 
thing. Juſt as Religion itſelf would, for want of A 


conf] picuous, exemplar y, avowed Piety : Both the 


one and the other then ſtand i in great Need of a pub. 


lie Countenance and Encouragement, which ſtam 25 


3 Credit upon them in the Midſt of a crooked. 
Grate” Age. If Chatiry, on the other Hand. 
Vor. II. 8 Was 


us to give Alms ſecretly; and our Th 


That Virtue, on the other Hand, might not loſe the 


15 
This Point, though well deſerving our Attentieh, SERM. 


16 9 5 L= Dua. . barity 
Sr au. was to be done always publicly and openly: with 
I. ; Religion again it would degenerate into mere Hypo- 
cri, Formality, and outſide Shew. Wiſely there- 
fore, very wiſely, has our Saviour (who has given 
us the moſt perfect Model of Religion) enjoined both 
the public and private Practice of 1. one nn * 
„Eleni Duty of it. e a ia: 
4 In the Exerciſe of public eee Core. "oy in- 
[4g == to be taken, that we ſuffer not ourſelves to be in- 
== | Fenced: by. rh or any ſiniſter Motive. 
| Even the Senſe of ſhewing a good Example, and 
the inward Riſings of Pity, ought to be backed, if 
7 | by be not introduced, by the moſt. noble and ge- 

m—_x Motive. of all, FR ene our wp, to 
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". By. the. Way; 5 What an Rn i þ Tarn, af Mind 

muſt He have, who can be content to. ſuſpend all 
Thoughts of Praiſe, till he receives it in that Place 
2 here his Actions cannot be miſrepreſented ; who 
BH can put off the Deſire, of Applauſe, till he receives 
9 _ that. ee of infinitely more Value, than the 
united Commendation of all Beings in the whole 
| World beſides, that moſt invaluable Applauſe. of 
| bis Creator Well done tbou good and faithful Ser- 
vant, enter thou int the Foy of. thy Lord ARE 

But belides the Circumſtance of Place, there is 
the Manner in the Perſon to be. pe iy which · i 
ſometimes as engaging as the Bounty. he beſtows. It 
is the leaft Glory; i in a Perſon of Worth to be ſuperior 
to others i in Poi nt. of Station and F ortune: his great- 
el ur is to make that Superiority ſit gracefully 
x pon, him, without any forbidding Appearances z 
an g 1 5 make his Inferir os as little. N of it as 1 — 
NA a . dle 


T 


— 
I : ” 


"Babi and ee 


* 


cency of Behaviour. An Action good in itſelf is 
greatly recommended by an agreeable Manner of 
doing it: an agreeable Manner being to Actions, 
what a lively Manner of Expreſſion is to our Senſe , 
it beautifies and adorns it, and gives it all the Ad- 


vantage whereof it is capable. There is the ſame 
Difference between a beneficial Deed, when endeared 
by an eaſy, affable Deportment, and when deſtitute 
of that Circumſtance, as between a beautiful Object 


when enlivened by the chearful Light of the Sun, and 


when exhibited in a dim, ſickly Light. In a Word, 
it is our Duty in general not only to have Virtue, 
but to make our Virtue truly amiable. A Gift may 


be great in itſelf, but if it is diſpenſed with ſeveral 
ungracious Circumſtances, in an over-bearing Way, 
or without the Appearance of a willing Mind, it is 
like an ungainly Building, admirable only for it's 


Magnitude; which does not affect or ſtrike us Half 
ſo much as one of ſmaller Dimenſions adjuſted with 


Symmetry and Harmony of Parts, and ſet! off With | 


the additional Beauty of decent Ornaments. 
A Delicacy of this Kind is moſt chieffy to be ob- 


| ſerved: with thoſe: who have not been uſed to receive 
Charity: where wwe ſhould. endeavour as much to 


conceal our Benevolence, as they do to hide their 
Miſery: intimating herein the Behaviour of an Hea- 
then Philoſopher, who contrived his Bounty to be 
conveyed in ſo indirect a Manner, that Chance ech 
than Deſign ſeemed to have had hy FRE of It, 
rr nee . 
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to Charity; ; and, 116 Ye 2 0 S ws 


it firſt mer ihe den from Canpaſſon. 


. » Compaſſion is the Call of our Father whichris 5 in 


Heaven, tous His Children who are in Proſperity, to 
put us upon relieving our Brethren who are in Diſ- 


treſs. This is an Affection wiſely inter woven in our 
Frame and Nature by the Author of all Nature: 
that whereas dry and abſtracted Reaſon is too feden- 
tary and remiſs a Counſellor, we might have a more 


aer and vigorous Pleader in our Breafts to excite 


vate and cheriſh it till! we love Mercy 3\ when we 
dwell upon each tender Sentiment that opens to our 


to Acts of Charity. As far indeed as it is in- 
raft) in us, it is mere Inſtinii; but when we culti- 


Mind, and enlarges our Heart; then it becomes a 
Firtue, Every one, who has not eraſed: all Senti- 
ments of Hu manity, muſt be intimately conſcious 
(the very higheſt Degree of Certainty) that he has 
fach à Principle: And it is a material Obſervation, 


which may ſtill give us a deeper Senſe of the Good+ 
neſs and Wiſdom of God in framing our Nature, 
that we are more paſſionately and feelingly affected 


to behold the extreme Anguiſh of a Perſon has; is 
even a Stranger to us, than we are to ſee the Happi- 

s of one that is indifferent to ys. We are more 
apt in this Caſe to weep with them that tvecp, than we 


are in the other 4 ręioice (with them that do rejoice. 


Now the Reaſon, why God has given us more quick 
and vigorous Touches of Compaſſion in the one 


Caſe, than of Joy in the other, is plainly this ; it is 
| more in our to relieve Diſtreſs, chan it is to 


promote 


1 are Andi WIS 


_ conſiderable Succeſs, our hearty Congratulation is 
in al great (Meaſure, if not altogether, uſeleſs! and 


| unavailing he has already gained his Point, and our 


Joy will add little or nothing to his. But when we 


ſee a Perſon in Diſtreſs, a quick and pungent Senſe 
of his Pains is of great Uſe to him: it prempts us 

immediately to felieve him, or to ſollieit his Relief; 
and, in felieving him, we in ſome Senſe relieve Gur- 
ſelves.” Reaſon, however noble a Principle, is like 
Old-Age; tod flow, languid and unreſolving: But 
the Paſſions, like Yourk, when they a:e heartily-in- 


tereſted, ſet every Engine at Work; and leave no- 


thing unarternꝑted to compaſs thei Ends. Who- 
ever then thou” art, whoſe Heart is hardened and 
waxed grofs, put thyſelf in the Room of ſome poor 
unfriended Wreteh, beſet perhaps with a large Fa- 
mily; broken with Miſeries, and pining with Po- 
verty'; his Mind as it were bleeding inwards; while ſi- 
lent Grief, like a Worm at the Core, preys upon his 


Vitals: in ſuch a Caſe what wouldeſt Thou think it 


reafonable' hy rich Neighbours ſhould do? chat 
they, Iike the Prieſt and Levite in the Goſpel, ſhould 


look on Thee with an Eye of Indifference, and then 
paſs by on the other Side regardleſs? —— or that, like 


the good Samaritan, they ſhould pour Balm into thy 
wounded Spirit? —— Be thyſelf the Judge, and 


whatever thou ſhalt think reaſonable: thy Neighbours 


ſhould do unto Thee, in ſuch a Situation; g now, 
_ do' likewiſe unto them. Make the Cafe of the 
Poor your own, and then conſider how much you 
would or might with Reaſon, expect from "_ Rich 


and * and then give according. 
8 3 | 2. Tbe 


19 
promote Happineſs. When a Perſon has had ſome Sr RAL. 


J. 


| 7 The — 7 4 ty 
20 The ſecond Motive is the Pleaſure of Bones | 


* | ſence. fo 


The Reaſon . Foundation af Charity, as prin- 
cipal. End and Deſign of | Alms-giving, look not 
more at the Relief of the Indigent, than at the train- 


a 5 ing Men up to mutual Love and Good-will, 8 in order 


to qualify them for Heaven. Mean and illiberal is the 
Man, whoſe Soul the Good of himſelf can intirely fill 
and ingroſs. True Benevolence, extenſive as the Light 
of the Sun, takes in all Mankind. It is not indeed 
in your: Power to ſupport all the Incurable and 


Aged; it is not in your Power to train up in the 


Paths of Virtue ſeveral helpleſs, friendleſs, father- 
leſs Children. But if, as far as the Compaſs of your 
Power reaches, nothing is hid from the Heat of your 
Bounty; and, where your Power falls ſnort, you are 
cordially affected to ſee the Work done by others, 
or heartily ſorry to ſee. it is not done: thoſe Charities 
which you could not do, nay which were never done, 
will be placed to your Account. To graſp thus the 
whole Syſtem of Reaſonable Beings with an over- 
flowing. Love is to be what ſhall I call ĩt ? — 
it is to be almoſt infinitely-good —— it is at leaſt to 
malte as near Approaches as poſſible to infinite 
Goodneſs. And can there be any Thing more tranſ- 
porting than to poſſeſs this humane, this God-like 
Quality Yes, the Pleaſure riſes higher, if our Abi- 
tties be grbat, as well as our Inclination. What 
can affect a generous Soul more, than to make 
Miſery and Woe vaniſh. before him, like Dark- 
ſinking beneath the Weight of Grief? To brighten 
8 4 _ as cali . Was over-caſt with _ 
; Sor r 2 


2 


= 


his Heart zurn mithin him while his Hands are 
thus ſtretched out! Believe me, it is but a well- 
judged, more refined, and better Taſte for Pleaſure, 
to lay out, in undoing the heavy Burden of our Fel- 
low Creatures, that Money which all of us; more 
or leſs, èxpend in innocent but uſeleſs Gratifications; 
and too many of us, it may be, in criminal Pleaſures. 
And who would not deny himſelf the ſhort-lived In- 
dulgence of ſome Appetite, ſome triffing and gay 


Diverſion, rather than ſee his Brother pinched with 


Neceſſity,-and ſtarving with Want? Deny himſelf, 
did I ſay? No; He denies himſelf the moſt, who 
refuſes to purchaſe ſo an alias. and urallayed' 
Pleaſures at ſo eaſy a Rate. | 


Me are affected with delightful Senfarzbes Shay | 
we ſee even the inanimate Parts. of the Creation, 


| thoſe N ws; thoſe Trees and thoſe Flowers in a 
2 State. There muſt be ſome deep and 


Melancholy at the Heart, when all Nature 
appears: ſmiling and chearful about us in it's moſt ad- 
vantageous Dreſs, if we are not inclined to correſ- 
pond with the Reſt of the Creation, and join in the 


univerſal Chorus of Joy. But if Meadows and 


Trees in their Verdure, if Flowers in their Bloom, 
and all the vegetable Parts of Nature in Chearfulneſs | 


at this Seaſon, can inſpire: Gladneſs into the Heart, 


and drive away all Sadneſs and Deſpair z to ſee the 
rational Parts of the Creation flouriſhing, ought to 


give us a Pleaſure as much ſuperior, as the latter 


— * in the Sezle of Beings, But 


— 


Sorrow, into. Joy and Gladnek ? To revive with Se na. 
ing Showers of Love and Kindneſs that ar- 


ren and dry: Land where no Mater was? How muſt TW 
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Pi 


mental in contributing to their Happineſs ;: if we 


have watered theſe Plants with our Bounty; _— 
ded them from the Inclemencies of the Seaſons. | 


lar mate ualuable, andi more valuetbby-every good: 
Man, than the Gold and Silver wllich — with 


ject in the World. 


He that centers all his Regard * himſelf, ex 
cluſtyely of others, has placed his Affectio very 
odly ; he has placed * | 

himſelf. He that has ſnut his 
Hands, and ſteeled his Heart, againſt all Impreſ. 
ſions of Compaſſion, is a moſt inſignificant Blank in 


the Creation. Heę may have Senſe enbugh to get and 
| keep. his Fortune; but he has too little Spirit truly to 
Tf, and enjoy it: by communicating it to others. 
For Jay; like Light, gros greater by being com- 


 municated:: and that Happineſs, Which Is ſolitary, is 
but Happineſs by. Halves: And if, ag-qur»Saviour 


| fays, it is more bleſſed to giue than ta receive, then you! 


are to look upon hin had aſks: and Aeſerves your | 
Charity, as your greateſt Benefactor: He:thar brings 
voi an Opportunity g of doing Good ſubſtantial 
Good, in Effect alllges you; Re brings youwhar'is' 


to him. To be eee fb laſting 


Riches, ii 126 ite c to fs Rad: , j 
But this brings mos tb the: laſts Motiui which ar 


15 preſens I ſhall ſuggeſb ber gur Charity, Which iss, i 


4 er ones End N immenſe Reward. And 


49% Thirdly, The Recompence of the Reuard. 
We are all, Rich and Poor, travelling to one 
Sun U and we ſhould not ſeruple to accommo- 


date our indigent Fellow Travellers with Neceſſaries 


on the Road, When we gte ſure of being repaid at 


ſemembey 


— ee 


will not be, whether you have been negazively good, 


2 have done? What Hungry ye have fell * What 

dirt he baus viſtu? The Rich- lan in the Goſpel is 
not charged with injufing any Perſon, ot defrauding 
bis Neig bour. The only Fault recorded is, that 
he fared'  umpraouſly very Day, while Lazarus lay at 
His Gate petiſtitng for Want of cemmon Neceſſaties. 
He was one bf that Set of Men, à numerous Sct, 


who are very hoſpitable to choſe that de not — Bel 


and very unfriendly to thoſe that do. 

This then was his Crime ; and yet the next Report 
that we have of him is; that in Hell he lift up bis 
Eyes being in Torments. A melancholy and ſhocking 
' Conſideration to thoſe who have this World's Goods, 
and yet ſhut up their Bowels of Compaſſion againſt their 
Brethren in Diſtreſs. 

Our Saviour has made the Poor his Repreſenta- 
tives: Tnaſmuch as ye have done it to the leaſt of 
my Brethren, ye have done it unto; me. And Solomon 


ſays, He that giveth unto the Poor, lendeth unto the 


Lora. Charity is then a Treaſure transferred to Hea- 


ven. It beſtows on the Receiver the Comforts of 


this. 1a and on the Giver the Glories of ano- 


en 
TE he Thing I ſhould believe, that the Man 


who acted by a Principle of Obedience to his Maker, 


has cheriſhed each generous and liberal Movement of 


the Soul, with an Head ever-ſtudious to contrive, an 
Heart ever- willing to promote, and Hands ever- 


active to diſtribute to, the Good of his Fellow-Crea- 


e, ſhould notwithſtand! ing be doomed to be an 
Aſſociate 
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| whether you have done no Harm? but, what 854 | 
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The Path _ the Juſt is as he Pining Light; ; 
_ Jong: more and more. unto o the perfect Day. 
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11 fs Philoſophers (who, by the Way, ne- Il. 
ver underſtood the' true End of Living) have repre .. 3 
ſented Human Life, as a dull Buſineſs. not worth a, 4 
Man' s Care; where the ſame Things « come over an 
over again, li ke. a Tale that is told” "Which, howe- 
ver entertaining it may appear while it is new; yet, 
by frequent Repetitions, at laſt becomes perfectly te⸗ 
dious and inſipid. The Conſequence of which, has 
been, that many, viewing the Picture in this diſa- 
greeable Light, have been inclitiet* to throw off all 
Concern about i it; any farther than to arrive at a ſe- 
cure Indolence of Body, and a peaceful Tranquility, 
or rather Inſenſibility of Mind ; to ſhut out all Re- 
flection any . farther than juſt to remedy or remove 
ſuch Inconveniencies, as the common Accidents of 
Life may occaſionally produce: And others, loath-" -_ 
ing the ſame Viands fo often ſerved up, or fretted 5 


and ſoured by the many Croſſes and anne in⸗ 


WS 835 and ſome too "who call them Ken! 
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Srz M. tailed upon this imperfect State, _ as ridiculouſly 
5 II. as as raſhly, putya | 


And true it” is, thavitheltfibe es . A un Rave . 
| bn but one barren Circle, to which they have been 
2s it were inchanted, going round and round conti- 
nually, ever in 1 Motion, but never ridding any 
Ground. But though many may have made Life a 
dull Round of inſignificant Actions, yet no Man 
had ever Occaſſon to make it ſo. It is ſo indeed to 
Brutes, which ſdon arrive at that Pitch of Perfection 
Which is allotted to their Nature: where they; mull 
ſtop ſhort, without a Poſſibility, © of going any. far- 
ther. Senſe, which is the higheſt natural Power they 


have, moves in a narrow Sphere; it's Objects in Com. 


. pariſon, few few z and moreover dull and groſs: And 
1 therefore not only come more quickly | round,” 


4 


become more languid and dull in every Revolu | 

tion. But Man i is endued with nobler F. aculties, and 

5 preſented with nobler Objects whereon to exerciſe and 

- employ them. The Contemplation of all moral and 
dine Truths. to engage his. "Underftanding : The : 
Lore of. the Creator, and all the Beauties of, the! : nd 

ruxal and. moral World to attract and captivate bis 

| ffections: „The Power, Wiſdom, and Goodnels of 
I "manifet 1 in the whole Extent of the Creation, 
to exalt, his Admiration, and call forth all his Praiſe. 
The Opportunities of all good Actions to Produce 
the Pleaſures of Virtue-and a good Conſcience. No- 

ing can bound the noble Range of Reaſon, ever ; 

Roo ings gg: ever improvable ; nothing can abate | 

the Ardor of the Affections, which are placed upon 

_ the: F ountain and Foundation of all Love, of all 
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e and 3 Nothing can diminiſh the 
 Admiration 


4 progreſſive State. 


good Conſcience, which, the more they are taſted, 
the more they are deſirable. Here is a noble Path 
for a rational Creature to travel in: His continued 
Advancement in it, his daily Improvement in Know- 
ledge, Virtue and Goodneſs will conſtitute his high- 
eſt Perfection here, and terminate in a perfect Con- 
ſummation of endleſs Bliſs and Glory: The Path of 
the Fuſt is as the ſhining Light; ſpining more and more 
unto the perfect Day. From we Weds 1 1 
ee ede e en e 
oY That it is in 8 Man's 1 Power to make hi 

Life _ Pere _ n I 

if nah, Offer ind Munna: as Conſiderations to 
engage us in n ee ee 6 » 
eee ee 

bel \Lafhy Conclude with ſome © Refloion relative to 
the Os" . SY "RHO 
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his Lifea progreſſive State. If we trace the Progreſs 
of. the human Mind from the firſt Dawnings of Senſe 
and Reaſon, we may ſee from what ſmall E 
it acquires a prodigious. Store of intellectual Know- 
ledge. The View fills us with Admiration, and we 
are naturally led to wiſh, nay, to make it the Sum 
of our Wiſhes, that we could be able to trayerſe 
thoſe Regions of Science, whereof ſome noble Ge- 


nius's have made themſelves Maſters ; But though 
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Admiration of an Univerſe, where the very minuteſt Sæ RM. 
Parts are above the higheſt human Comprehenſion: II. 

Nothing can deaden the Pleaſures of Virtue and a vx 
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de Chri len Life 


- SERM, we admire, we need not complain. It has indeed 
W. pleaſed the All- wiſe Governor of the World to make 
a great Diſtinction in the original Frame of human 
Souls, with Reſpect to the intellectual Powers: A 
Proviſion abſolutely neceſſary for anſwering the Pur- 
poſes of civil Government, where a Subordination 
s neceſſarily implied; for ſo much Wiſdom will al- 
ways produce fo much Power. But whether we 
may always obſerve it or no, our Saviour's Com- 
mand to his Diſciples is virtually fulfilled in every 
Community: He that is the greateſt among you, let 
Vim be your Servant. If the Men who are bleſſed 
1 with diſtinguiſhed Abilities, make a proper Uſe of 
them (and otherwiſe they need not be envied) they 
are really increaſing the Meaſure of the publick 
Good; and in that, doing Service to the meaneſt 
Individual: And therefore Reputation and Eſteem 
1 are but a due Acknowledgment for their good Offi- 
ces. But to expect or deſire Honour from Men is 
but a low Ambition. Let us try to recommend 
ourſelves to the Approbation of him, whoſe Judgę- 
bs - ment is not as Man's Judgment. The very beſt Part 
Hs of Knowledge is knowing how to diſcharge rightly 
z our Duty to God; and therefore the Performance of 
= * chat Duty muſt Kill be of higher Eſtimation. And 
= in this Mankind are more upon am equal footing.” 
The moral Powers, like the natural Perfections of 
 . the Body, are more equally diſtributed; and in them 
4 chere is as large a Field laid open for our Advance- 
ment towards more win as there en Intellec- 
| 5 eval: 5 FFC N i ; ids 1 Jr 
| + 5t Wr we ray" have un pity violins! 4 
i * Path, and be wandering in the Ways of 
5 Wickedneſs: 
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2 „ State. 


Application to Divine Mercy, we may yet find a 
Lantern to our Feet, and a Light unto our Paths. Our 
evil Habits, thoſe Cords that hold us in e 
to Sin, though We may not be able at once to caſt 
them away from us, yet we may inſenſibly. weaken, 
and at laſt break aſunder, by gradually unravelling the 
ſmaller Lines of their Contexture. Our Inclinations, 
that may have taken a wrong Bent, we may coun- 
teract, and by Degrees recover to their original Rec- 
titude. Where our Nature favours a particular Vir- 
tue, there we may ſecond it, and graft upon it; un- 
der the Branches whereof other hopeful Seeds may 
take Root, ſpring up, and proſper. After this we may 
ſtill be looking into the Culture of the Soul, and ſtu- 
dying daily Improvements, by calling forth Virtues, 
or ſeveral Degrees of Virtue, that have not yet made 
their Appearances, by cheriſhing and bringing to 
Perfection thoſe that have. Thus will our Minds 
reſemble thoſe Fruit- Trees, in which, while ſeveral 
of the Productions are come to Maturity others are 
bloſſoming, and giving nnen of —_— _ 
* Degrees of Excellence. „ ee e 
No Man knows what he can wie till he is 
reſolved to do whatever he can. When Men have 
thought themſelves obliged to ſet about any Buſineſs 
in Earneſt, they have done that which their In- 
dolence made them ſuppoſe impoſſible. There are 
ſeveral Abilities unknown to the Poſſeſſors, which lie 
hid in the Mind as Want ee 
them fortng. 5 
Inſtead e enden 1 Reſolu: 
Has. inſtead. of ſummoning all the Courage that 
ak ; * 


Wickedneſb: But, by a ſerious Recollection, ant ous M. 


Senn: cught to en every faithful. Scidier of Chriſt; 
II. hom apt are Men to frighten and intimidate them- 
ces by imaginary. Difficulties and Pangers ? In 
their View of the heavenly Canaan they act as thoſe 
who went to ſpy out the earthly : They look upon 
themſelves to be no more than Graſhoppers, in Com- 
| pariſon! of the Enemies they are to encounter; aud 
1 —— check and controul that honeſt Ambition, 
which it is their ſpecial Intereſt to cheriſh, to ani- 
mate and incite: The — e e 
in the Rank of: good Mens { 200 o126 171121 
One can ſcaree have too eee ofthe 
" Powernof the human Soul, eſpecially in the Affair 
of our Salvation; and ſcarce too low an Opinion of 
_ Men's Inclinatic eee 
important Caſe. elbe Kis n 
But Caltech God does 1 8 
7 of Grace equal in itſelf to every Individual, be- 
cCcauſe ſome Men may have greater Difficulties from 
the Force of Conſtitution to ſtruggle with than 
others, or for other Reaſons unknown to us; yet he 
has diſpenſed to every one a Meaſure of Grace equal 
to the Duty he demands from him, equal to the Re- 
ward: he intends for him. God hath given to no 
Man irreſſtible Grace; for when he had done all that 
 Sould be done to bis Vineyard, yet it brought. forth wild 
Capes: But he has given to every Man effectua! 
Grace; ſuch Grace, I mean, as in Reaſon may, and 
il Fact will, produce the intended Effect, if the Re- 
ceiver uſes his utmoſt Endeavours; that is, if he 
takes all the Care that Men cuſtomarily and ordina- 
rily do in all other Points, thougł of leſs Concern, = 
wen — their — * For God 
alen hbhath 


3 | ne dere 
boch promiſed in- i 


e, that he will deal with as Seu. 


in beſtowing Grace as an afſectionate Parent does in II. 


giving bis Child a Suſtenance. He will not give 
him ſo ſparing a Proviſion as may barely keep him 
alive; but ſuch a Sufficiency as may make Life eaſy 
and comfortable to him: Eyen ſo will our heavenly 
Father beſtow. the Riches of his Grace to facilitate 
the Election of thoſe, whoſe Hearts are ſet upon 
their eternal Intereſt, with as much Earneſtneſs as 
they ſometimes are upon their temporal; and who 
uſe the ſame Induſtry and Application in the At- 
tainment of the former, as they do in the latter. 
Jo this let it be added, that although in other 
Caen the Will and the Power are very diſtinct 
Things, yet here they are in many Inſtances the 
ſame, and perfectly co-incide; for, as all Virtue is 
ſeated in the Will, the very fixed and determined 
Will to be virtuous, is Virtue itſelf. He who is re- 
ſolved, with the whole Energy of his Mind, to be a 
better Man, is in Fact, the better for being fo re- 
ſolved; as, on the other Side, he that is reſolved to 
be wicked, is really ſo, though he may not . an 
2 of perpetrating the outward Act. 
VCC 
— the ſame gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance, for 
perſevering and improving in every Virtue and 
Grace, as we had originally for attaining them. 
What then ſhould reſtrain or hinder our continual 
Progreſs ? Does the Difficulty lie in the Thing it- 
ſelf ? Is it an harder Taſk to continue and grow 
more perfect in an Habit of Virtue, than it is at firſt 
to acquire ſuch Habit? On the contrary, it has al- 
ways been 9 and always allowed, that what- 
et = 'T ever 
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; a ing Life 
u. ever Difficulties" and Diſcouragements may attend 
- our firſt Entrance on the Paths of Virtue, yet on 

purſuing our Journey we find the Proſpect more 
chearful and inviting every Step we take : Whatever 
Mixtures of Vice may debaſe the firſt Compoſitions 
of Virtue, yet each Repetition of good Actions, 
like the repeated Eſſays of the Refiner, ſeparates the 
Droſs, and leaves the Subſtance more pure. Howe- 
ver the Soul, at it's firſt Riſing from the Ground, 
may flutter and mount heavily; yet, when once it 
is thoroughly upon the Wing, it flies along with an 
eaſy, vigorous, and continued Motion; and, in Al- 
luſion to the Words of the Text, though the firſt 
Dan of Religion upon the Souls of Men may be 
but as the Wings of the Morning, ſpreading them- 


ſelves upon the Mountains, * it Wan attains 
to a meridian Altitude. 
Labour and Exerciſe may d profcuced to eh 
Degrees ef Exceſs as to render the weary, 
weak, and languid z the Purſuits of — may 
be carried ſo far as to impair the intellectual Powers; 
ſo that an immoderate A to Study may 
not only create a Wearineſs in the Fla, but may en- 
danger the whole Conſtitution of the Mind; and in 
endeavouring to make ourſelves iſe, by fifring i into 
- ſubtle Speculations, we may, literally ſpeaking, be- 
come Fools: Nay, our very Will, when oppreſſed 
and overborne by irregular and tumultuous Paſſions, 
is forced frequently to yield and give Way; where- 
by we are delivered over to the Extremes either of 
Rage or Melancholy. But none of the Faculties of 
nage or —— n _— are the leaſt 
N 


n 
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3 Stare. 


of Virtue" and Religion. On the contrary, Virtue 
has the ſame Effect on the Eye of the Underſtand- 


ing, as Light has on the corporeal Eye, it refreſhes 
and enlivens our Spirits, and ſpreads a Chearfulneſs | 


over every Thing around us. 
The Finger of the Almighty ſeems viſible in this, 
pointing out unto us the Employment whereunto we 


ought: principally to devote ourſelves : Inaſmuch as 
he who hath created all Things with ſuch a Diſpoſi- 
tion and Fitneſs to certain Uſes and Ends, that, in 


following this natural Bent, they arrive at the great- 
eſt Perfection in themſelves, and at the ſame Time 


are productive of the greateſt Good to the Univerſe ; 


but by any other Appropriation, become either uſe- 
lefs, as incompetent to attain the ill. deſigned Effect, 
or produce ſomething monſtrous and injurious: He, 
I fay, hath ordained our Frame with ſuch an Apti- 
tude to moral and religious Exerciſes, that whereas 


every other continued Application is attended al- 


ways with ſomething that is irkſome and diſtaſteful, 
often with ſomething that is pernicious and deftruc- 


tive; yet ſo far are we from feeling any Wearineſs in 
well doing, that moral and religious Meditations are 


the very Food of the Soul. Adding Virtue to Vir- 
tue is adding Strength to Strength; the greater Ac- 


quiſitions we make of this Sort, as in the Caſe of 


wordly Arne we are enabled — to make all 
the greater. | 
One great Reaſon why Men do not quicken their 


Pace more in the Ways of Goodneſs, is owing to a- 
very great Miſtake in the Judgments they are apt to 
form of themſelves by uſing. a deceitful Standard. 


$49 out | 6 ST, They 


— 


endangered by the Meditations on, and the Practices Da 4 


II. 


— They are not tee to pier exact Notices of 

II. Perfection and Goodneſs, and to examine their Lives 

—— ſuch truly imitable Patterns: They never conſi- 
deer Virtue in her native and divine Image, they only 
conſider it as brought down to their Senſes in the Lives 
of other People ; and, through Self- partiality, are 
apt to imagine themſelves full as good as, if not 
better than, they; and therefore ſit down with a tho- 
rough Self- Complacency, preſuming their Work is 
already done. Whereas Men of Senſe, be they 
ever ſo good, are not vain and elate with Goodneſs, 
but rather diffident of it and themſelves; and there- 
fore they are ſtill preſſing on to higher Degrees of 
Piety, becauſe they form in their Minds an Idea of 
Perfection. And this being the Teſt whereby they 
judge of themſelves and their Actions, and finding 
how far the Copy falls ſhort of the Original, they 
are far from being ſatisfied with themſelves: They 
never thinie themſelves good enough, but endeavour 
ta make themſelves as good as they can be. 
It is true, ſeveral in the lower ad- 
| rico, Life have neither Leiſure nor Capacity to at- 
- tain) to any; competent: Degrees of Knowledge or 
earning; and therefore are not qualified to fill ſuch 
Suithens as allow of the Exerciſe of ſublime, heroic, 
and extenſive Virtues; but till a large Field is open- 
— Progreſs and Improvement. They may 
a more regular in their Attendance on the ſacred 
ef z more difpoſed to receive Inſtruction 
from their Teachers, more induſtrious in their Call- 
wy," more — to their Neighbours, more pa- 
vocations, more reſigned to the Diſ- 

nie ol of Providence. we Men's — be truly 
4 dedicated 


5 


a once State. 


Geeste to God's Service, he Will meaſure their Ls 


Work, not by the Value it may have in itſelf, but 
by the Proportion it bears to their Abilities. In the 
Kingdom of Chriſt there is neither Barbarian nor 
Scythian,” neither bond nor free; all the Diſtinction 
there is founded on the intvard Condition of the 
Mind : True Liberty bene is a Freedom from the 
Slavery of Sins true TOON? is to excel! in Wü 
nu E 1 

So far then ke we to be — onde ge this 
Life as a dull, confined Round of the ſame inſigni- 
Stand F ant we ought to look upon it as an in- 
definite Line; wherein every Step we take is, or 
2 6 ta Bape an important and valuable Advance in 
eſs: An Addition to that Number of good 
Actions, whoſe, Sum will render our Happineſs the 
more exalted and complete. It vill carry us on till 


we become here on Earth a little lower than the An- 


2 and, by a natural and eaſy Tranſition;-ſhall 
* ee to > chemain, Haren Win mo 
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to engage us in ſuch a Practice. And. 


" ft; Let it be conſidered that this progreſſive =. | 
is our Duty. And in this View we may- obſerve, 


that the Scriptures. have not determined what pre- 
ciſe Quantity of Goodneſs, neither more hor leſs, 


will intitle us to the Favour of God; and, by that, 


to the Inheritance that fadeth not aa⅛y . It being 
their Deſign to male Men not juſt fo far virtuous, 

and no farther; but to make them as virtuous and 
own: as nn AID” we are commanded 
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| Sunn, to grow i in Grace, to go on to Perfection, to be perfect, 


even as our Fatber which is in Heaven is Perfect z to 


— be holy, as He is boly ; merciful, as He is merciful, 


The Degrees indeed of theſe Perfections we ſhall ne- 
ver be able fully to reach, nor is it the Intention of 
the Command that we ſhould: But it is in our Power 
to make a conſtant and continued Progreſs in the 
Kinds of theſe. Perfections; and thence ariſes our 
Obligation to advance in the Degrees as far as the 

Sum of our Faculties, exerciſed and improved to 
the utmoſt, can carry us. For ridiculous and into- 

lerable would be the Pretence, that, becauſe the 
Diſtance of any Point is infinite, therefore it is not 
in our Power to make any Approaches towards it. 
Truth, Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, and Holineſs are 
e ſſentially and eternally the ſame in their own Na- 
ture. And fince God hath been pleaſed to create us 
in his own Image, by enduing us with Reafon, and 
thereby making us capable of exerciſing theſe his 
own Attributes, which, in a lower Degree, he hath 
— communicated to us; ſo by our diligent 

mprovement in them, by beholding, as in a Glaſs, 
_ the Glory of the Lord, we are renewed more inti- 

mately into that Image; we attain to a nearer Ro- 
ſemblance of his Divine Nature. The Rule is per- 
fect, chat Scope might be given to the moſt exalted 
Virtue; but the abſolute Perfection of it unattain- 
able, chat be that glorieth may glory in the Lord. Our 
| Condemnation will not lie in this, that we did not 
exactly tranſcribe the Original; but that we did not 
make the Copy ſo complete as was in our Power. 
The beſt Conviction and Aſſurance then, that we 
can have of truly diſcharging our Duty, is the Evi- 
dence of this Progreſt in our Chriſtian Courſe. | 


— 


e a auen Stare. 


It is not uncommon indeed to bear ſome Men ex- 82 77 
| preſs themſelves in ſuch Terms of Indifference about 
their religious Conduct, as if it were the leaſt 2 


cern they had in the World; to hear them make a 
Jeſt of the high Strains be Piety and Goodneſs 


which they obſerve in others, and ludicrouſly, or 


rather profanely declare, they do not pretend to be 
ſuch Saints; they ſhould be content with the loweſt 
Place in Heaven. Happy, no Doubt, will he be, 


who, by a faithful Diſcharge. of his Duty to the ut- 


melt of his Power, ſhall obtain a Place in the loweſt 


of the heavenly Manſions: But for Men, with an 


Air of Freſumption, to pretend to cut out for them- 


ſelves Juſt ſuch a Portion of. Duty as they think will 
intitle them. to an ineſtimable Reward, and, like 
wary Dealers, put themſelves to no more Expence 
than what they judge will be barely neceſſary to pur- 
cChaſe that Pearl to which the Kingdom of Heaven is 
| compared : This is a Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry : 
5 It i is ſacrificing the Riches of God's Goodneſs, their 


natural and ſpiritual Powers, to their own Indolence 


and Wantonnes : It is doing a Deſpight to that Spi- 


rit of Grace, which otherwiſe might have become a 


_ reigning Principle i in their Hearts, and productive of 
many generous and worthy Actions. Had he, to 


whom were committed fre Talents i in the Parable, 
gained no more than. him to whom u only. were 


committed, can we think he would have merited 
the Title of « 4 good and faithful Servant? No, of a 
wicked and Aothful Servant ? Nothful, in not mak 
ing the moſt of them; wicked, in reſolving not 


to make the moſt of them. In ſhore, they who 
5 T4. hes 83 
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85 TOA are bleffed with = hight Powers, whether intel- 


lectual, moral, or ſpiritual, are under a fttict Obli- 


gion te emp ploy'thim in all the Offices f Good- 


neſs,” and in Degrees propottionable to thoſe Powers. 
be Command 12 by St. Paul to "Timothy, con. 
cerning choc wh6 have wortly Riches; virtually 


Forfeiture of 1 — CÞa 
150 be rith in kool W 


i ke ah s OR Wt cog of D, he has | 


not yet arrived” at „ 2 5 ih vie 0 

1815 *thehce, as Nö Lug Grcund, te ee 
weuld'trlarge uf oh Hin, 2 Aab d of 4255 
vattly-diſtant Thats Which che Mall 85 e that 
be Bad already eafured"Þo re no Props peftion, g Fey 
Men d will 1 Wee 0 have as gu: A Ad lyances 3 with 
St. Pau! 1 e "Fe 0 A one "of thoſe 
Te that, FH 25 they, do, 97 57 it * with all thei 


E Was. far 
RR or that 
if 9 tg all r of i Endeavours. On 
— 00 fittafy, we "Bod him imitating | the "Klacrity « of 
thoſe” who: run in | a Race; * who do not fo much conſi- I 
der What Quantity of © Ground they have alread 
cleared, as how much Kill remains, to Gall fo oY 
725 Strength and A gility.. "Net, ſays he, as though 
bad already allied, eilber were already Perfect: 
But T follow after, if that I may appreben That for 
which T alſo, am apprebended of Chriſt 7 ſo: J : Brethren, | 
Te count not myſelf | 10 have, epprehended : ut this one 
Thing 1 &; forgetting thoſe 75 Pings SITE are behind, | 
1 e forig unto ths 7 85 which are Before, 
47 TIpr 5 


— 


7 preſs towarts 120 Mort, (or Goal) for the Prize of 853 
be High Calling of God in Ob/ift Feſus. And it is II. 
remarkable, that he urges the Imitation of this hs 
Exam ple, not ofily to thoſe of the Philippians, who 
were newly eßtered into the Chriſtjah 1 Profeſſion, and 
aden can be ſuppoſed't to have made but len 
der Improvements, in it; but, Let us, 1 | ©, 4s 

1 | 0M ; 
many as are "peffec, be 1520 ” 
We ſee then \ how much it is the Duty of che v e ery. 
beſt of üs to be always improving in Goodneſs, and 
ogy in Grace; z to be endeavourt ring after the 

Wheſs of the z Meaſure of our Statutt'i in Jeſus Chriſt; 
the only Sach to which, we can add ſeveral Cubits 
by taking Thought: And we may venture to pro- 
riounce the State of that Man to be dangerous, and | 
hat he will. never, arrive at Heaven, who fits down, 
either under a lazy and affected Deſpondency « of beit 
able to Proceed no arther; of U under A vain and im- 
pig qus Preſump tion of having Alec gone far r enough, N 
"i A epd Conſideration ariſes ih the Advan- 
PE we ſhall rea ap from the p rogreſliye State. The 
Faſt whereof” i is, t that 3 it will Tuperſede the Truſt and 
Cc onfidence which 100 many are apt to tepoſe 1 in Re- 

55 ntance : ol  whereon, N it is to be feared, a much 
greater Streſs i 1s Lid than i it will be able to bear. 0 
deed Reßentance, at the firſt Publication of the Gol- 

„ was required as a neceſſary Qualification for ſuch 
of the Gentiles as. embraced T hriſtianity ; ; but after 
they became Chriſtians, higher Terms of Duty were 

reſſed upon them. They were to leave Repentance 
as a firſt Principle, like as Men do the Rudiments 
of any Science, and enjoined to 8⁰ on to Perfection. 


The Heathen World was Hunk i in ſuch Degrees of 
5 D * 


Life 


"np 'Wickedneſs, that thi — to Chriſtianity was 2 8 
II.. Kind of more! Reſurredion.. You who. were dead in 
vn Treſpaſſes and Sifis—bath he quickened, The Powers 


of the Mind at this ſpiritual Birth, bore a Reſem- 
blance to the Powers of the Body at their natural 
Birth ; and had they advanced no farther, they had 
tilt continued Babes in Chrift. Leaving Vice is one 
Thing, and Improvement in Virtue, another; and 
nothing is more clear from the whole Tenour of the 
New 7 eftament, than that the Lives. of Chriſtians 
were to be as different from the Lives of Heathens, 
as Light-is from Darkneſs : And therefore we may 

. conclude, that it never could be the Deſign. of the 
Goſpel, chat Men ſhould liye in that ambiguous, 
divided, and diſtracted State of ſinning and repent- 
ning; of being Heathens and Chriſtians by Turns, 
No Doubt can be made but Chriſtians, by the Help 
of a good Education, and early Impreſſions of Re- 
ligion upon their Minds, may live free from the Ha- 
bits of all Sin, and from every ſuch ſingle Act of it 
as is groſs and enormous. And after Men have in- 
dulged themſelves in vicious Liberties, with a View 

of making Repentance their Refuge it may be queſ. 
tioned, whether the moſt ſincere Repentance will not 
be ſuch as they may have Reaſon to repent of, The 
Wound in their Conſcience may be healed in ſome 
Sort, but it will always reſemble the Caſe of other 
Wounds ; where there is never ſuch an Unien and In- 
corporation as there was in the original Compoſition, 

No nothing will more effectually prevent any 

Danger of this Kind (and this is the leaſt Danger 
that attends a Reliance on Repentance) than being 


A ctuated by thoſe more generous Principles which 


8 accompany the progreſſive: _ If Men form ſuch 
faiint 


2 Epp ge Stare. 


faint Reſolutions of -Perſeverance in their Duty, as SER M. 


to leave ſome ſecret Reſerve for the Admiſſion of Sin, 


it is more than probable they will ſoon have Occa- — 


ſion for ſuch an Expedient ; when our Actions ſpring 
from mean Motives, it is no Wonder if they are 
confined within narrow Limits, and conelude in in- 
glorious Atchievements. But when the Fear of Pu- 
niſhment becomes but a ſubordinate Incentive to mo- 
ral Attainments, and the Love of Virtue takes the 
Lead in our Inclinations; when'our Duty is not per- 
formed with the heartleſs Thought of it's being our 
Duty, but when it becomes a freewill Offering, and 
itſelf as a Kind of Temptation to our De- 
fires; when the Pleaſure we have experienced from 
the” Progreſs we have made, adds Life and Vigour 
to Our farther Purſuits; when we are not driven for- 
wards by the Rebukes of an evil Conſcience, but 
led on by the Acclamation and Applauſe of a good 
one; then will the Soul be conſcious of her innate 
Greatneſs and Dignity, and we fhall be fo far from 
ſinking i into the Dregs of Vice, that, as a Philoſo- 
| pher faid of his Naters we or AD . kama 
 ourſelyes in the Body. Fog 
And as the ee ae is a beſt a fir a 
bringing us to an uniform and unreſerved Obedience; 
ſo, Which is a ſecond Advantage, it is the beſt, if 
not the only Security for our Perſeverance in it. It 
is not allowed us, in this unſtable Condition of 
Things, to arrive at ſuch a Situation as we may ex- 
pect to enjoy without any farther Care or Concern. 
Like an Arrow ſhot up into the Air, if we do not 
continue to aſcend higher in the Scale of moral and 


religious Duties, we ſhall ſoon deſcend to ſomething 
below 
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Sa. brlom theme The Mind n 2 Sol cata: 


wor— our Affections enlivened by divine Contemplations ; 


nually upon the Stretch, our Attention excitad, and 


dur Reſolutions enforced by the View of higher Ad- 


vantages, our good Habits farther: ſtrengthened and 
confirmed by the frequent Exerciſe of good Actions. 


We are, as it were; ſailing againſt the Wind; and 


of the Body, by frequent Uſe, gain à Kind of mechanic 


if we remir any Thing of our Strength or Activity, 


ſo as not to proceed, we muſt of Courſe be driven hack. 
The Faculties of the Mind, as well as the Members 


Eaſe and and, by Remiſſion and Diſuſe, 


abate of that Skill and Aptneſs in the Performance. 


By intermitting our Converſe with Things of a ſpiri- 


tual Nature, we loſe our Faſte and Reliſh for them; 
à Sort of Indiſpofition is bred in the Soul, the Pa- 


rent of a vitiated and depraved Appetit. And 


| hence it comes to paſs, that the Lives of moſt Men 
take their Turns, like the Sea, of an alternate Eb- 
bing and Flowing; whereas they gught to 'reſemble 


the Courſe of a River, which is receiving perpetual 


Supplies: which, at che ſame Time that they aug- 
ment it's Streams, add Weight to al F low, till it 


— tetminates in the Ocean. it es Het 
But, farther, what is e poS; and grp 

eth all ocher Advantages, the progreſſive State is the 

beſt Teſtimony we can have of our being in a ſal- 


vable Condition. There are ſome who would per- 


ſuade us, that our Converſion to a regenerate State js 
performed in a Moment, in the Twinkling of an 


Eye; and manifeſted by ſome extraordinary Feeling, 


ooo Oy" This 1 — is a . gn 


4 W State. 
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but the Security of it may be much queſtioned. Flight SER M, 


and extraordinary Pretenfions, where we ſee no compe- | 
tent Foundation for them, juſtly alarm us with a Suſ- 


picion, that the Perſons who lay Claim to them, are 


either themſelyes deceived, or deſign to deceive others. 


And as we are fatisfied, the Boaſt of Iufallibility in 


the Romiſb Church has been the Source of the groſſeſt 
Errors; ſo it is not leſs to be feared, that theſe pre- 


tended infallible Signs of Converfon may tend to the 


Perverſion of many weak, though ſincere Chriſtians. 
For, as it is not poſſible to communicate the Man- 
ner of theſe ſenſible internal Operations, any more 
than it is to make one Man feel for another; a Crite- 
rion will be wanted, whereby to judge whether they 
are Impreſſions of the Spirit of God, or are occa- 
ſioned by the Workings of a warm and diſturbed 


Imagination. Here then we are beſet with a double 


Danger; on one Hand we may fancy ourſelves to 


have thoſe Symptoms of a ſalvable State when we 


have them not, and ſo may be caſily nme 
fatal Security; on the other, th 


oiigfirin-irſ$]f/be; full af Hope; rt, ſor Want bf. 


theſe ſignificant Emotions, we might be thrown into 
the utmoſt Deſpair. But a Man can never be miſta» 
ken in the Survey of ſuch Actions as being laid in the 


Principles of ſound Reaſon, are conducted by the 


Rule, and ſupported by the Faith of the < 
whoſe Numbers are meaſured by all the Opportunities 
we haye or can find, and whoſe intrinſick Excellency 
means to imitate the Perfection of the Divine Ac- 
dann e ee Bur it is Time 1 to the 


Dei: 


m e 


| Mx 7 8 . 
. I II. Third Thing: 1 3 . was to — 65 
Ha Sa ee to the Subject. And, 

ev = ., From eee eee e ee eee 

1 groundleſs and unreaſonable all thoſe Complaints 

are, which we hear ſo often repeated concerning hu- 
and wayward State; by ſome looked upon as a Co- 
medy, by others as a Tragedy, and by many as an 
Mixture of both. For, in Truth, all this pro- 
ceeds from the falſe Judgment of thoſe who conſider 
it not as a Means to an End, but as an Erd itſelf; 
and ſo expect to reap that Satisfaction from it, which 
it was never deſigned to give. Let us but once cor- 
rect this Miſtake, and direct the Scope of all our 

, Actions to the Attainment of Happineſs hereafter, 
and a great Share of Happineſs will, ll of Courſe, fall 
L in our Way, without our looking for it. But, by 
this ſtrange Perverſion of the Order of Things, we 
take a ſure Method of being diſappointed in our Ex- 
pectations of Happineſs both here. and hereaſter. 
The Means not being employed to their proper End, 
become uſeleſs in — Reſpect : and by being conſi- 
dered as an End, we act according to that prepoſte- 
rous Concluſion, and thereby involve and embarraſs 
ourſelves in inextricable Difficulties. | And hence it 
ce.omes to paſs, that ſo many are ſick of themſelves, 
19 and look upon Life as tedious, diſtaſteful, and nau- 
ſeous; and are inclined to quarrel with the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence for not making them more per- 
fect than they are. Whereas were their Nature by 
many Degrees more perfect, by thus miſapplying the 
Powers of it, — e would be ſtill the 
8 greater: 


a TIRE State. 


45 


: for the nobler we ſuppoſe the Faculties of Sat, 


vob the leſs fatisfying would every Thing in 
this World be found. In ſhort, take away the No- 
tion of a future State, and you leave nothing ſub- 
ſtantial in the preſent, except Miſery : Allow a fu- 
ture State it's due Weight, and nothing in this Life 
will ſeem uſeleſs or impertinent : You add many ſub- 
ſtantial Bleſſings z/ the Afflictions of Life will point 
their own Remedy; and you will remove what is 
moſt miſerable in Miſery it ſelf : And the leſs per- 
fect you are, the more inclined will you be to adore 
the Goodneſs of God, who hath appointed ſuch an 
| ineſtimable Reward for ſuch "RI men as 
yours are, or can be. 

240. ar a perfthded: of che Truth of the 
that has been advanced, what ſhall we 
think of the State of thoſe Men, who are purſuing 
a Courſe of Life in direct Oppoſition to it; who, in- 
ſtead of daily proceeding in all Virtue and Godli- 
neſs, are daily adding to the Number and Malig- 
nity of their Sins? What can we think indeed? but 


that it had been better for them not to have known the 


Way of Righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, 
to turn from the holy Commandment delivered unto them. 
Let their Danger ſuggeſt to us the Means of our 
own Security : And let us not entertain a mean Opi- 
nion of the Power which Chriſtianity has to reform 


the World, from the ſmall Effects that we find it 


has on the Minds of but too many, The beſt Reli- 
gion that God can give unto Man is not deſigned, 
nor can it be deſigned, to over-rule his Will; but 


II. 


to impower him to give it a right Direction. Let 


us conſider * our Religion can do ks what we 
„„ . know 


3 . x 


- The Beelen ie 


in Fact it J, done, It was the high, Com- 
mendation of an exemplary Roman, that while — 


ie in the very Dregs and Corruption of his own 


Republick, he formed his Manners by the Model of 
one that was accounted the molt, perfect: Let it be 
our's to keep continually. in our. Eye the Pattern 
which the primitive Chriſtians have left us; and, by 

copying after it, approve ourſelves blameleſs and 


harmleſs, be Sans of God without Rebuke in the, Midi 


— that ſhe will continually enlarge her intellectual Pow- 


of 4 perverſe Neon. eng whom in An. 46 
As in the World. |; 
Laſh; We may obſerve, it bas pleaſed. our = 
tor to conſtitute our Frame in ſuch a Manner, that 
we advance gradually to the perfect Uſe of Reaſon : 
A Faculty whoſe Increaſe we are for a long Time as 
inſenſible of, as we are of the Increaſe. of our Sta- 
ture. We haye likewiſe very good. Arguments to 
perſuade us, that the Soul in a future State will not 
ſtop ſhort at any certain Period of Happineſs; but 


ers, and augment her Capacities; purify her Deſires, 
and inflame her Affections; receive new Acceſſions 
of Bliſs and Glory, and thereby make perpetual Ap- 
proaches towards the Fountain of all Perfection. In 
this, we may well preſume, will conſiſt the Happi- 
neſs of thoſe faithful Servants, who ſhall be _ 
to have done their Maſter's Will here on Earth. 
And a more pleaſing Conſideration cannot offer it- 
ſelf to the Mind of Man. Ought we not therefore 

to conclude, that during the intermediate Interval, 
: in order to render the Whole of our. Exiſtence of 2 
Piece, the Soul, by Parity of Reaſon, ſhould pre- 
e q Le un chen 


2 progreſſtvue State. 
conſider how far we are advanced in the Path of Sz RM. | 
Life, and how far we have made it the Path o the IJ. 
Jul. Let us chltivate all our moral Faculties to 
ſuch Degrees as to render them worthy to be accom- 5 
panied by divine Grace. Let us endeavour to pre- a 
ſerve ſuch an uniform Obedience i in our Lives, that 

they may 285 no Variety but in their Increaſe to- 

wards Perfection: And as we are daily growing 

nearer to Eternity, God grant that we may be more 
and more prepared for a bleſſed Eternity ! N N 
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5 What and have been done more for my Vineyard, 
that ] have not done in it? Wherefore when I 
booked for Grapes, brought it forth wild Grapes ? 

And now, go to; I will tell you what T will ds to 
A _my Vineyard : I will take away the Heage 
e and it ſhall be eaten up ; and break 
don the W: * e and it . be trodden 


4 . — dron. | 

3 x 
Do's x N as ! Parable God, 4 as: 2 
III. I of a Vineyard, ſets before the Jews, his choſen 
— n the many and great ſpiritual Bleſſings he 
had conferred upon them; as great a Meaſure of 
Grace as wo Divine Goodneſs itſelf (in -__g 91 

Harmon ternal R de and Juſtice) 

* +0 . ; beſtow, I mean, - for the. 25 1 
| ſuch e, Beings as ſhould be in their Circum- 
ſtances — What could have been done more for my Vine- 


; yard that 1 ad not done i in it? He goes pn. to repre- | 
ſent 


<< th 


N 2 in e e & Sc. 


| ſent their ungrateful Returns, in the Abuſe of thoſe SERM. 
Bleſſings; and aſks, in the Way of human Aſtoniſn- III. 


ment —— Wherefore when I looked, that it ſhould. 
bring forth / Grapes, brought it forth wild: Grapes 2 
But, in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Mercy, 
lighted, will the Severity. of, Juſtice be inflicted : In 
Conſequence; therefore of their neglecting and deſpi- 
ſing God's. gracious Overtures of making them 4. pe. 
culiar Treaſure to himſelf above all People, in Conſe- 
quence; of their Impiety, heightened by every. Cir-. 
_ cumſtance of Ingratitude, he threatens them with an 
utter Extirpation —— [ will take away the Hedge of 
my Vineyard, and it fall be eaten up; and. break. 
down the Wall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden down. 
The Qccaſion of the preſent Solemnity will ſug- 
veſt 1 to yqu my Deſign of applying this Parable to 
the Circumſtances of our N ation ; and, nem 
thereto, hal conſider, | 


I What God hath done f for us, and a what Re- 
turm WE bare Wee 


ag What we may expe; s the Contequene of 
"IN 4nd LAY | * 


ue ae proper Means to were and. remove. 


| "4x C1 am to 7 what God hach done for T 
and what Returns we haye made. 
In early Ages, when we were over-run 1 Mes- 


: theniſm goo. Idalatry, it pleaſed God to plant the 
Chriſtian Religion PADS. u A Religion every 


2 * f 


i 


. . 


** ** * p _ 
pe 3 
— * 
b - 
* * / % 
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Pb pra in / Dango) of 


Stun. Way worthy of the Divine Diſpenſation, and ſui- 
III. ted to the Exigencies of Mankind. A Religion the 
= moſt heavenly the World was ever bleſſed with; and 


bleſſing all the Kingdoms wherein it ſhould be re- 
ceived with the greateſt H appineſs, national, ſocial, 


and perſonal: Containing every Motive to Goodneſs 7 


which can be ſuggeſted: Our Sins are forgiven up- 
on à ſincerè and unfeigned Repentance; and our 


Pardon ſealed with the Blood of a gracious Re- 
deemer. To a Perſeverance in the Paths of Virtue, 
we are allured by Precepts of the pureſt” Morality, 
exhorted by the Promiſe of divine Grade, and en- 
ged my” "Ry Reward: of. an eternal "Crown of 
Glory.” : 4% $0 M60 5 We: NOR Me MY 0a: 
When this Religion had Avuriſhed Ak e 
in it's native and unallayed Purity; in a very dark 
and unlearned A ge it became adulterated with impure 


Doctrines, and quite over- grown with an Heap 5 


monſtrous Abſurdities: But it pleaſed God, by the 


8 "Miniſtry of his faithful Servants, to re- enlighten this 


Land with the Beams of Truth; to reſtore Chriſtia- 
nit) to it's original Simplicity and Sincerity. 

Fhen was the Key of Knowledge, Which had 
been long taken away, again recovered into our 
Hands; which, at the ſame Time that it unlocked 
the Haered Truths of the Scripture, laid open the 
myſterjous Iniquity of Popery; and helped us to diſ- 


cover, that the Boaſt of Infallibility tended to no- 
thing better than to introduce the groſſeſt Ignorance, | 


and to make Error incurable. At the breaking in 


of this Light, the evil Spirit of Popery departed; 
and we were freed from thoſe Chains in which we 

had been falt bound for many Generations. Then 
h | „ * 
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had we the Happineſs to ſee the Church, which, by SzRm. |} 
Nomiſb Artifices, had been made to. encroach upon III. 
the juſt Rights of the civil Government, become 
the moſt friendly and favourable to it. Our Refor- 
mation from Popery was conducted by ſuch peace- 
able, diſcreet, and deliberate Steps, and in ſo ſtrict a 
Conformity to primitive Uſages, that the Plan of it 
was the Envy of foreign Nations; unhappy only in 
this, that it was not copied by every Part of our 
o. This, however, ſerved to convince. us, that 
the mutual Intereſts of our Church and State are 
laid ſo truly upon the ſame Foundation, that Both 
muſt riſe and fall together. This we found in the 
Courſe of a few ſucceeding Years, by an Experience 
but too dearly - bought; when the Evil Spirit of Re- 
bellion could not compleat it's Conqueſts without 
liſting Enthuſiaſm into it's Train; and when, by 
their combined Forces, they compaſſed the Deſtruc- 
tion of both the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Polity. But 
this gave Occaſion for a freſh Inſtance of God's Lo- 
ving - kindneſs towards us; when ſo wonderful was the 
Deliverance that he wrought for us, ſo much beyond 
all human Foreſight, Expectation, or Hope, that in 
the Accompliſhment of it we were like: unto. thoſe 
that dream. Good Reaſon had we to rejoice; good 
Reaſon. have we ſtill to rejoice for the gas TI 
that the Lord then did for us. d 
Again were. reſtleſs and repeated Attempts aide 
to re-eſtabliſh. Popery; again the Hand of the Al- 
mighty ſeaſonably interpoſed, and defeated: the al. 
moſt· accompliſhed Deſigns of the Romiſh Emilfaries, 
This laſt Deliverance was wrought for us at theme» + 
1 pa of the Revolution; ; an Era never to 
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e that thinks and acts conſiſtently; . 
1 "Arid now we have a Religion Sai Ai Jla 
ſelf in all the Beauty of Holineſs: The 
of God, in Conformity to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
is wanly, Wolemin, and majeſtic, without any Thing 

of theatrical Pomp and Pageantry: Plain and ſimple, 
Without any Thing mean, indecent, or irreverent : 
13 Prayers level to the loweſt Underſtanding, yet fit to 
Wiarm and inſpirit the Devotions of the higheſt : Af 
fectionate wy fervent, without any over-ſtrained 
Fuchs: Compoſed and rational, without any Thing 

flat, dead, or low. Chriſtianity, as tabliſhed in 
5 — (J fpeak the Sentiments of 
my Heart, ) is the beſt fitted in the World to make it's 
Profeflbrs rationally, ſoberly, and ſubſtantially reli- 
gious: free from the wild Ravings of Enthuſiaſm, 
on che ene Hand; and the Worſhip of dumb Idols, 
on the öther: On this Side, from the Crudities of 
unpremeditated, extemporary Effuſions; on that, 
from the ſenſeleſs and abfurd Practice of praying in 
= an unknown Tongue. In ſhort, every Thing is re- 
puoi among us, but, what wants very much 76 be 
_  Fefbhmed, our Manners. A Truth we ſhould be 
 kfhamed"to own ; yet cannot deny, if we conſider 
_  whir Returns we have made for che many fignal 
Bleſſings we have received. For What indeed are 

_ thoſe Returns? A thorough Difregard to Cheiſtia- 
nity has prevailed, not only among the Great (for 

ſd Men in kugh Stations, however little in thenifelves, 
if 8e eule) büt, by the Prevalence of their Ex. 
ample, it has defcended even to the lower Sort: 
among; when 3 de pretend to be 
cl | anch 
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ally Uitekren and really ate ſo, if we mily San. 


Jaa e by their Lives and Converſation.” It is true, 
Ohaitiantty is not now under fuch a State of Perſe-© 
cution as ir was under the Roman Emperots3 3 yet it 
till undergoes one Kind of Perſecution, very grie- 


vous to ingenuous Minds, that of petulant Tongues 
"and Pens as petulant; which ſpeak and write againſt 
it with fo much Rudeneſs and Inſolence, as if Infide- 


lity were eſtabliſhed by Law, and Chriſtianity barely 


tolerated. And to that Degree have they ſucceeded, 
that ſeveral, who have a Regard for the Bible at 
their Heart, dare not openly avow their ſacred Ef- 
teem of it, for Fear of being made the ſtandling 
Mark of ill-bred Ridicule: forgetful of our Saviour”s 
dread Sentence: Whoever ſhall be afbamed of ie und 
of my Words, of him ſhall the Son of Man be afyamtd, 
when he ſhall appear with bis 1514 Angels i in i wet 


of his Father. 


One would think, that a Religion ane which 


| ſo many Reproaches have been levelled, could have 


ttle or no Evidence for the Truth of it; yet ſo 


ſtrong is that Evidence, that one cannot reject ir, 
without embracing monſtrous Abſurdities. For, to 

mention but one Circumſtance, how incredible is'i it, 
that a ſmall Number of poor, unlearned, and un- 


friendled Men ſhould go upon ſuch an unparalleled 5 


5 and deſperate Undertaking, as to attempt the intro- 


ducing a new Inſtitution of Religion, in Oppoſition - 
to the ſtrong Faith of their own Countrymen, whole 


Religion had been inſtituted by God himſelf, in 


_ poſition | to the Powers in high Places, in Oppo: 
tion to all the Prejudices of the Greeks and 2 


jw. whoſe Schools flouriſhed with the moſt refined 
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By RM. Philoſophy _ 8 175 Spite of all worldly In- 

'F III. . nay, at the Hazard of the Lives of both 

| " themſelves. and. their Converts ; how: incredible, | J 

7 is it that all this ſhould be attempted without a 

_ . thorough Conviction; of Truth in themſelves ; ; how 

5 -incredibleit ſhould be effected without the Power of 

3 Miracles to convince others? In ſhort, whatever Ob- 

_ jeftions are raiſed againſt Chriſtianity, I will venture 

to ſay, that as ſtrong and formidable ones may be 

raiſed againſt thoſe; Branches of Knowled ge, which 

Lam of the greateſt Certainty. 

4 though a Diſbelief of the Goſpel be deft 

— ute of all Evidence, Reaſon, or Proof, whence it 

is à Matter of Surprize, that any thoughtful Man 

can be an Unbeliever ; yet ſo far has Deiſm ſpread 

through every Rank and Order of Men, as if all 

.the Evidence in the. World were on that Side, and 

| None at all on the other. And, by the Preſumption 
of their Strength, to ſuch an Height of Impiety have 
the Enemies of our holy Religion dared to proceed, 

as to ridicule the hiſtorical Narrations of the Scrip- 

_ tures, our Creeds, and other devotional Parts of 
our publick Service by the molt. profane Parodies 
nay, to blaſpheme that holy Name ; which they. are 
called. Thoſe who, dare not, nor is it fit they ſhould, 
vent their Reproaches againſt a crowned Head, have 
Vet dared to ſpaot out their Arrows, even bitter Wards 

| againſt him who i is far, ſuperior, to all Kings, to An- 

gels and Archangels- King of Kings, and Lord of 
_ Lords. Have any of the N ations among the Hea- 
then vilified their Gods, which were yet no Gods, as 

_ ſome among us haye that great. To wat 15 above 
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tion, that Allegory of the Eſalmiſt, Which we cannot 
too much admire for it's inimitable Beauty, nor 4 
the ſame Time too much lament, that the Applica- 
tion of it can be made with ſo great Propriety to our 
own Caſe: O God, thou haſt brought a Vine (the 
« Chriſtian Religion) out of Judea. Thou madeſt 
L Room for it, and when, it had taken, Root, it 
6 filled the Land: The Hills were covered with the 
e Shadows, and the Boughs thereof were like the 
« goodly. Cedars. It continued. in a flouriſhing | 
Wy State; ſhe ſtretched out her Branches unto the 
ce Sea, and her Boughs unto the River 8 End. Why 
« haſt thou then broken down her Hedges that 
3 they that go by pluck. off her. Grapes ? The wild 
Ka "Boar out of the Wood, doth. root it up, and the 
1 wild Beaſts of the F 'oreſt deftroy i it. Turn, thee, 
'« O God,. look down, behold, and viſit this Vine, . 
e and the Branch that thou madeſt ſo ſtrong for thy- 
plain and unfigurative Words, "the Light of Chriſtia- 
nity ſeems to ſtand quivering on a Point, ready to 
be extinguiſhed, and to leave us, as it firſt found us, 
2 bewildered in Paganiſm, in Darkneſs, and i in the Sha- 


dow. of Death. _ 
We are not to expect, if the Chriſtian Religion, 


: and i it's divine Author, be thus contemned and vili- 

fied, that the Servants of that Lord, and the Mi- 
niſters of that Religion, ſhould meet with better 
Treatment. Tf. they have called the Maſter of the 
. Houſe Beelzebub z 3 how much more ſhall they call thoſe 
of. his Houſhold ? ? While we were in imminent Dan- 


N of Popery, what a ſerious Senſe . of Religion 
| Le overipread 
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Senn. .d the Nath? At that 
III. were our Churches crowded, and 


heit Altars fte. 


ene ? How were they e offlclated at thoſe 


—— 
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Altars reſpected for their immortal Services againſt 
Popery, by their unanſwerable c mnfutations of it, 
by making, the firſt” and firmeſt Stand againſt i it? 
But no ſooner was the Danger over, . by the late 
happy Revolution, than we relapſed, like Pharaoh, 
who hardened his Heart as ſoon 4 78 Storm of Hail 


was over, into rreli gion, Profaneneſs, and an avowed 


Diſregard to all fixed Principles ; ; and baſely attack- 
ed that Order of Men, who, undiſmayed and un- 
terrified, had ſtood in the Front of the Battle, and 
vanquiſhed all their Adverſaries. Then thoſe very 


| Ferſons, ſome of whom had put on the Diſguiſe of 


pery, and others ſkulked in Corners, and conti- 
nued filent (without one Word of their favourite 
Topicks, Perſecution and Prieftcraft) threw off the 
Maſk, and came forth from their Coverts, where 
they had lain hid, and raiſed loud Outcries againſt 
the Clergy ; though they, of all Men, have the leaſt 
Reaſon to exclaim againſt the Reformed Prieſthood. 

For to whom do they more owe that Liberty of 
Speech and Writing, which they have abuſed to fo 
great Licentiouſneſs, than to that very Body of Men, 

Tome of whom purchaſed it for them at the Hazard 
of their Lives; who reſcued us from the Yoke of 
Popery by diſputing, writing, and dying for Prote/- 
tantiſm; who gave their Bodies to be burnt for beau- 
riful Liberty? And is this their Gratitude, to be 
continu 12 levelling their Invectives againſt thoſe of 
that very Function to whom they are indebted, that 
ih, dare ny" write or ſpeak at all ? F or, had it 
not 


not been for Them, they 5 _— 8h W. 

underneath the Tyranny of Pe nd perhaps un. III. 

der the Torture of the haftet. hs 
Now though the Propagators of theſe Principk 

pretend, that the goodly End they have in View is 

to root out, from the Minds of Men, inveterate 

Prejudices, Bigotry, and Superſtition; and thereby 

to favour the Cauſe, and promote the Growth, of 

moral Virtue; yet we do not hear that they have 

boaſted of any Reformation Which their Tenets have 

produced in the Lives of their Proſelytes: that ei- 

ther public or private Virtues have flouriſhed more 

in the Nation ſince their Interpoſal in religious In- 

ſtruction: that the Love of our Country has more 

eminently diſtinguiſhed itfelf in projecting more be- 

nevolent and diſintereſted Schemes for the Good of 

the Publick ; that we ſee more of Juſtice, Tempe 

rance, and Chaſtity ; and leſs of Luxury, Venality, 

Corruption, and Perjury. The Truth is, we are 

not left to gueſs whether the contrary Effects may 

not have been wrought ; they are, I doubt, too 

clearly ſeen, too ſenſibly felt. Many Vices that 

uſed to be looked upon with Horror and Amaze- 
ment, are now become ſo common, that they are 

nu ded; or, if regarded, ſerve only to pro- 

e Jeſt, or . or Laughter. Gravity, Se- 
rioufneſs, aud Authority no more appear in the De- 
meanour of Parents; nor Modeſty, Reverence, and 
dutiful Regard in the Behaviour of Children. In- 
ſtead of afſemibling in the Houſe of God to ſanctif ; 
the Sabbath by Prayer and Thankſgiving, we hear 


of the Fanden W that *hoty D in 1 of 
another 


4 


- 
F 25 
" _ 


„ LPR 


8 


National — in DOE of 


| Sxrm. another. Sort. In ſhort, ſo, degenerate and diſſolute 


* 
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Hl. are our Manners become, that all the Religion that 
is left among us is little more than a juſt Abhorrence 


of Popery; and but too much verify the Obſerva- 
tion which Foreigners have made of us, that we are 
a Nation of Proteſtants, but not of Chriſtians. And 
* brings me to a 108 weed. onto, 
R ah, What we may expect as che i Conſequence of 
our Ingratitude and Impiety. | 
There needs no formal nor . { ha to de- 
monſtrate, that Vice, when diffuſed through a King- 
dom, and in it's higheſt Degrees of Malignancy, 
muſt have a fatal Influence over the whole Community, 
and at, laſt, accompliſh the Deſtruction of it: We 
need but obſerve the Symptoms of it, as they diſco- 
ver themſelves in the Affairs of private Perſons and 
Families, and the Reſult of. that Obſervation. will 
determine the Point. Vice, in it's. univerſal Pro- 
greſs, muſt be attended with Idleneſs and immoderate 


Expence; the ſure Fore-runners, or rather the natu- 


ral Parents, of Poverty. Poverty indeed, honeſt 


Poverty, would caſt about for honeſt and unthought- 
of Expedients for ſupporting it's ſelf, and bettering 
it's Condition; but Poverty, contracted by the pro- 
fligate Courts of Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, and De- 
bauchery, takes quite another Turn, and preys upon 
the little Induſtry that is left in the Nation, and 
thereby gives a Check to that very Induſtry : for the 


leis ſecure Men grow in their Properties, the leſs will 


they labour to improve them. Hence will it come to 
pals, that, among thoſe of higher Condition, Self- 


intereſt wilt be made the ruling Principle; which 


will 


enen Nau Hake. 


of the Como to it's own ſordid Grattan” 2 


And, among the meaneſt of the People, what Power, 
can we ſuppoſe, will the Voice of human Laws have 
againſt the louder Calls of Poverty, ſet free from 
the Barrier of Conſcience; and thereby at Liberty 
to relieve itſelf by all the Methods that Wickedneſs 
can ſuggeſt * ? What are the Terrors of Death (an 
Expedient too that every wiſe Nation would, if poſ- 
ſible, prevent) to thoſe who have no farther Appre- 
henſions of it, but that it puts an End to all their 
Miſeries? And is it not true in Fact, that Rapine, 


Theft, and Murder have, in ſome Parts of the 


Land, been ſo ſupported by their ſeveral Bands, that 
the Arm of the civil Magiſtrate has been thought 
too weak to curb and reſtrain them; and that our 


military Force (no very deſirable Support of an En- 
gu Conſtitution) has been called in to repreſs their 
Inſolence and Audaciouſneſs ? In Proportion, as the 
Hands of the Government grow weak, will the 
Hearts of it's Enernies be ſtrengthened, and greater 


Force muſt till be provided for it's Support; and 
the Maintenance of that e wut again fall on the Pub- 
lick: and S Burthens of that Kind, ſhould 
they ever be felt, would be, followed by a general 
Diſcontent. The Spirit of Diſcord, at any Time 
the greateſt Plague of a Community, will rage 
higher ; more bold Steps muſt be taken to ſupport a 
ſinking Government, which will, on the other Hand, 

be more boldly controverted and controlled. A 
this will give a great Temptation to our foreign Ene- 
mies to take the Advantage of ſuch fatal Opportu- 


_— my try to make us no more a Nation. And 
what 


r 
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Sz8am. what fairer Big can 1 they. expect or deſire, 


IN: than to find. the Nation, whoſe Conqueſt they are 
— meditating, divided in it's C ounſels, depreſſed in 


it's Courage by late and Debauchery, and diſ- 


| trefled by Poverty? 


„Nor will the Eccleſiaſtical Part of our Conſtitu 
tion | be leſs in Danger from unſettled: Principles, and 
from a general Diſſolution of Manners : For Scepli 
a and Infallibility approach cloſe to one another, 

the extreme Points of Eaſt and Weſt: And 
however the thoughtful Part. of the Nation may ab- 


box Popery for it's pumerous Abſurdities, the humane 


and good · natured for it's numerous Cruelties and Maſ- 


lacres; yet the profligate and debauched will be incli 


ned to think more favourably of it for it's large In- 


. dulgences to, and Encauragements of, Immorality. 


In the ordinary Courſe of T hings then we ſee that 


Vice, when it becomes epidemical, is not only the 


Reproach, but bids fair for the Ruin of any Peqple. 
But this is not all chen God's ordinary Me- 


thods of Reforming are loſt upon us, he will have 
Recourſe to ſome extraordinary Means; to ſome 
more awakening . Notices of his Diſpleaſure. Na- 


tional Wickedneſs never failed, ſooner or later, to 
provoke the Almighty to a national Vengeance; and 


 thisis deferred, ſometimes, for no other Reaſon but 


that terrible one, of making the Execution more ſe 


vere. Indeed we may have Reaſon to fear God's 
Judgments. are already gone out. One Half of this 


united Kingdom is, at this Juncture, by the bold In- 


vadlers of our Liberties, made a Scene of D evaſtz- 
4 nee fg and Slaughter; and ſo likewiſe is 2 
3 erat v2 oe 


Part of the other: The Land before 


them 


bliſhed in Fi greateſt ee” and yet. treated with, 
verence and 137 55 ſome Hopes would be left, 


has. loſt all Hold i upon 5 when we do not only ne- 


to avert God's 


| 4 : 
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5 them bein wil the Words of the Prophet, like the Sen... 
| Garden of Eden, and behind them a deſolate Wilder. III. 


neſs. But ould it pleaſe the Almighty to defeat ens 
the Deſigns of a deſperate Set. of Men, engaged in 

a deſperate as well as unrighteous Cauſe ; ſhould he 
ſend this Puniſhment i in his Mercy, yet perhaps 1 
may be the laſt Trial of his Mercy, and if we are 
not taught by i it to learn Righteouſneſs, our Iniquity 
will draw down Ruin upon us in ſome other Shape, 

or from ſome other Quarter. Fe or national Im piety 

is. an Affront that ſtrikes more 97 5 at Heaven, 

to puniſh i in 2 national Way; Such an 1 Impiety, el. 
pecially, ; as this Nation i is guilty of, the on one, 
of. all Nations upon Earth, where Religion is eſta- 


the greateſ! Contempt. While Religion maintains 
but. ſo much Ground as to command an outward Re- 


hat it might in ime recover it's Authority, and re- 
commenc [itfelf..t to our inward Eſteem : But when it 


lect it in Face, ut d deride it in Principle, no- 
thing, i 18 left but thac e [ ſhould awaken us to a Senſe. 
of his Being and Providence, by ſome ſuch extraordi- 
nary Judgment as will make. Ps Power to be known. 
Which Þrings * 10 coulider, . e en 


Allah, The 17 Means 1 we may hope 
iſpleaſure. 

And wherewitha] ſhall a People. laden with Int. 
quity appear before the Lord to turn away his Wrath, 


* 0 e the Hand of Vepgeance lifted up 5 
1 
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8 wat. "their DeſtruRtion ? ? Hear, the Almighty' 8 own gra- 


een 


ious Declaration — — . At what Inftant T ſpeak con- 


— Dane a Nation and « concerning. a Kingdom to pluck up 


and ta pull dow down, and deſtroy i t; if that Nation againſt 
whom I have ae] turn from their Evil, T will 
repent of the Evil that I thought to do unto them. 


God's Mercy i is over all his Works ; but Nations and 


Kingdoms are the more peculiar Objects of his pro- 
vidential Care. This is not leſs agreeable to the Re- 


ſearches of Reaſon, than it is. to the 1 more ſure Re- 


ports of the Spirit of Truth ſpeaking | in our holy 
Religion: If not 4 a Sharrow falls to the Ground with- 
out the Will of '6 our " beauenly Father,. how much more 
does his Providence watch over Man, who is of more 
Value than” Many Sparrows ? How much more ſtill 
over choſe larger ;mitunities, i in whoſe Calamities 
the moſt faithful and beſt of his Serving muſt be i in- 
volved! ? But how much farther can we EX expe ct This Mer- 


tb 


Rofinidhtbn is ſo fat deſpai aired of, that he has Eh 
Judgment againſt" Tow ; yet he is Willing to reverſe 
the Sentence on the. ealy. Condition of their turning 
from the Evil ? Nov ow National Evil i is the common 
Stock of Eyil to Which every Ind ividual contributes 


1 kis Share: As we then make a Patt of the Nation, 


off Sins muſt make 4 Part of the National Guilt; 0 
and conſequently none of us can think ourſelves un- 


concerned in the important Work of a National Re- 


foptnation. In vain would we e endeavour to remove che 


ws 7 the eee of ay one AH may in- 
citaſs"the' a -of that Iniquity from which, 
Val? when 


ovoking National "EG 


ue it is filled up, we can ee e leſs. than — 


We have, I truſt; not more out Wk a proper . — 


a final Deſtruction. | 1 if} 1554 * ö 5 Si 


gard- to publick;Authority, than in Compliance with 
our own pious Inclinations, proſtrated ourſelves be- 
fore the Throne of Grace, to call down, by our 
Prayers, the Mercies of God upon this ſinful Na- 
tion; totbeſeech him, that though he ould he plea- 


ſed en and correct us; yet that he would not 


finally give us over unto Death: But let us remember, 
that thoſe very Prayers, without Amendment of 
Life, would be an Abomination to the Lord: For 
what do we pray for, but that God would he plea- 
ſedito accept our ſincere Repentance? And how can 
that Repentance be accounted ſincere, that does not 

produce a Reformation of our Manner: ]ĩ]Üò 
Our Sins are the greateſt Enemies that we have to 


fear; even Rebellion, unleſs the Sword ſhould re- 


ceive a judicial Commiſſion from God, is not ſo 


much to be dreaded. Rebellion is like an Hurricane; 


which, however big with formidable Evils, is often 
of no long Duration, but Things ſettle again into 
Order and Regularity: It alarms the Nation, and 
puts every well affected Perſon. upon making a reſo- 
lute Stand againſt it. But Irreligion paves the Way 
for ſuch a Train of Vices as by Degrees ſap and un- 

dermine the whole Conſtitution. Though it works 
cour Ruin in a ſlower, yet it is in a ſurer Way. If 
the-one:be like a raging Fever in the Body, the other 
is like a flow, lingering Conſumption; a flattering 
but a fatal Diſtemper, making us think all is well, 
7 
Our Diſſolution. Hobo! O12 Fl VIDES ; 0 (OFLOT 2 127 
Val. II. 5 X : Let 


* 


% 


63 


by 
Wy 2 
4” B * 
R 5 


Nu. Wi — fs D Danger of 


Senn. Let us then return to thoſe Principles from which 


I. 


there has been a moſt dreadful Falling- off. Let us 
bold fuſt tb Profeſſion of our: Faith, and in ir the 
_ well grounded Hope of a bleſſed Immortality through 

Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſtian ! Principles ate the ſureſt, I 
may ſay che ſole Foundation on which a true Reve- 
rence to God can be laid. Theſe will therefore make 
us the beſt Men; and thereby the moſt faithful Sub- 


jects of the King, and the trueſt Lovers of our 
Country, by ſpeaking moſt home to our Conſcience. 


And for our Encouragement in the Exerciſe of true 
 Picty, and an unſpotted Innocence of Life, let us 

remember, that hereby we ſhall not only ſecure our 
own Salvation, and by our good Example ſet for · 
ward the Sal vation of others, but may likewiſe be 
found of the Number of thoſe few Perſons, for 
_ whoſe Sake it may pleaſe the Almighty to ſpare the 
whole Nation. Virtue" does not receive a Value 
from, but gives a true Value to Greatneſs: And 
however it may be placed more commodiouſſy for 


Obſer vation among thoſe of Diſtinction; yet in the 
Sight of God it is of as great Value among thoſe of 
lower Condition. God is no Reſpemer of Perſons. 


It was ſaid by a Monarch, who was a Papiſt in 
Diſguiſe, that he owned the Reformed Religion was 
much better than the Popiſh ; but thoſe of that 
Communion ſeemed to be in Earneſt about their Re- 
ligion; but we ſeemed to be in Jeſt about our's. 


How far they may be in Earneft about their's, I 


kno not: but that we, too many of us, ſeem to 
be in Jeſt about our's is, I doubt, too true. Let us 
temove this Reproach by a conſtant Attendance on 
* POO yy" in ns publick Aſſembly, in our 

Families, 


* 


- provoking National Fudgments. 66 1 
Families, and in our Cloſets : And let the Purity of SzRM. 
our Church's Doctrines appear in the Purity of our III. 
Lives: And God grant that the holy Scriptures my 
recover their deſerved Eſteem among us, that we | 
may ſo attend to the Voice of God ſpeaking to us 
by his Prophets, the Apoſtles, and his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, men dene n e and do 
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eu 4 ever Niſtinction there is in the Divine Ne- 
e ture, Jer, it is a Ninttion which enters not into 
« the, Eſſence of ne e If then God the Son 
; 72 iraly God, and God the Son ſuffered, in our 
55 Steaq for, the Sin of Man committed againſt God; 
ichen ithe Conſequence. muſt be, that Cad ſuffered 
* for à Crime committed. againſt e er 
to this, 8 11 2918.) G 2: 130; 
5 Hirſt, Let it be obſerved, that Gal hd g. , 
nat ſuffer. at all. The. only Thing, that the ſecond 
Perſon; i in the. Blefled. Trinity did, was this ;. by aſ⸗ 
. ſuming our Nature, and by a perſonal Union with Wo 
| | he ennobled. and exalted. it ſo far, as to make it a 
meritorious Sacrifice. The. Codbead then did not ſa- 
tisfy, It only empowered, and enabled the luman Na- 
rure to fatisfy the Divine, by ſtamping a Value upon 
it. And pray where is the Abſurdity of this Pro- 
— H you. ſay, that the Satisfa#zon in the laſt 
Reſort terminates in God; I anſwer, o all our Suf- 
_ficiency and Power does too. He is the Party plea- 
Ak, and the * pleaſed ; ſince He gave and up- 
X 4 7 bolds 


Du 


2 — 
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Tel 


00 againſt the Batisfadtion. thus.: ww 185 . 
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bolds every Power and Faculty that we have. It is 


not fu Mcient to reply, that we co-operate with God : 


es every One to pleaſe him, 
Note to Tri q lig. 
Secondly, Let it be ſuppoſed that the Divine Na- 
ture, as perſonalized in C hriſt, ſatisfied the Divine Na: 
ture, as perſonalized in the Father: Vou tell me, 
That my Caſe of two ings jointly-reigning, One 
gk Which före going ki Right makes Satſt (ay jon 
46 18 the Otter for an "Offence" committed afainſt 
0 Both, Uetn not come to the Point: bn 5 
<" they ar Fe Fw0 parat B Ho (cer that 4 
Mea hs) < though t their Authority Doh LF? by 
Ne 


hat boncerns it. Whatever Caſe you Tan im Lis, 
it wilt kave no Property of ah'exact Parallel; ex 

it be this , that the two Caſe 1 Paraller Ein- 
vn never meet pe. 2: 1s bayioido od v1 39.1 N 


. 2theit ter: Arginetts from Human to Di- 


are Null, o F they- are not. If they ale 


we then you « cannot infer a Contrad iron in 


ene Nature” from what is 4. Contradiction ir in nor her, 


anck quit 8 different Naturc. No more tan a Blind 
Man ut he” 10 conchidez* chat w. What 1814 Contradic- 


tion as to Donth, [muſt be a Contradiction as t Sip br. 


You mut n not infer that, ſingẽ it is a Abftitdity + for 


'a Mail t0 ſatisfy Hin elf, "therefore" it is an Abſut- 
Airy for the Godbrad, rue out into Thie Per. 


8 


& ths mY 85 fia where 


1. 


ncert with 
the Divine i in the Caſe wok ene Conſideration. In 
| ſhort, God a8 1 ve enabl 


a0 he Enablfell Chriſt 8 Hu 


w, JO when we confider the Dine Watute, 1 
knee brenn Case, that caff be"exalyopanaliel to 


C2 part, 


A aA* 


2 % 
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whore there is an infinite Diſparity de dae 
called Trunſitio A Genere ad Genus 
Hut if you will eontend, that Arguments 4b Hh | 
mais ad Divina: are cantligſve, notwithſtanding there 
muſf be a boundleſs Diſproportion in all Debates 
concerning the Subſtance and Perſanality.of the Di- 
vne . Nature infinitely" firpaſſing Human Compre- 
henſionʒ then. I hope i Parallel may be intitled to 
the ſame Degree of Favour, to een are, 
tliough not ea correſponding. e 1205 * 
Jour Exception againſt the Parallel Work "de 
ſerve ybür Purpoſe. vFobothough:the:-Subfance of 
the to Kings is different; that of the Trinity one 
and i amo; yer I challenge you to prove, that the 
Action of the Thite:Ptrſons in the. Bleſſed Trinity 
may not he as truly Ain, as the Adios of One 
Eing are from thoſe of the: Other. * WA, 10 Dun 
I chen che Three Parſans of the Rleftd Tini 
are inveſted with -a';Power' of acting diftintth 5 if re- 
- ceding-from Per ſonn l Right to Puniſhment and making 
Satisfaction, are diſtintt Actions from aging upon 
KRighe and: receiving datis faction; then the Son might 
have as truly a Power t forgo his Right, and to ſa- 
tiny, and the Father to atcept of the Compenſation, 
"a in the Caſe of the two Kings jointly-reigning.- 
Either 'you'muft-fay; chat che Three Perſons. are 
not empowered to act diſtinłiiy, or you will never be 
able to prove from the nityj of thè Divine Sub- 
ſtance, that the One Perſon might: not imnatte, and 
the other xeceive, Salah den which ate diſtinas At- 
tious. To uſe 'your:own Words with a little Varia- 
tion; the Party affended, namely Ou af the Tü 
8 nä Merry; fut Share 2 
1 


o 
i 
1 
T2 
I 
A 


_ *therewolild be no ſuch" Thing a 
In che whole Univerſe: Becauſe every 1 
x © is extended conſiſts of Subſtance:and Subſtance. The Ki 
Subſtance of God is in Henden, on the Earth; per- 


i 
A 


The Fin Livre *a 


—— and ſatisfies only for that Share of it 
which belongs to the Other, who is likewiſe 2 diſtin; 


Perſon, fend TO view the Matter in 4 true 
Light therefore, you muttifirike off One of the Per- 
ſons from am Share of Right to the Punifoment, vin. 
Mat Perſon whom you ſuppoſe to have forgive 
Se. Thus though tlie ſame Nature to which the Of. 


? fence'i is Eiben as exiſting in the Son, is ſuppoſed to 


n to theoſanme Nature,/as exiſting in 


the ar yet the Perſam futigſhing, and: the Per- 


8 ſatisfied; are fill kept di q,ỹ, nu 7 


What ſeems to have led ydu into your Miſtake is 
this g that you ſuppoſe, whateyer Diſtinchion there is 
F in the Divine Nature, yet it is a Diſtinction which en- 


ters not into the Z/exce of that Nature. But this, 1 
doubt, i not ſound Divinity; for the Eſſence is diſ- 


mats, or diſingniſed, though not diuided, by the 
| -perfokial Properties: Each Perſon is an intelligent 


xcting Subitance inveſted witli the diſtin! Charac- 
ers of I Nau, He; and with perſonal Properties 


rund Relationsg not diftinguiſhable into more intelli- 


gent Agents; bis Perſon is diſtinct Subſtance; 4þp? 
Perſon diſtinct Subſtance, but yet not Subſtances, but 


one Subſtance : becauſe Subſtance and Subſtance in Union 


does not malte Sulſtantes o Otherwiſe, upon a Sup- 
poſition that every Being which [exiſts is ctenνν,ꝭ:, 
a Being ſtrictiy on 


_-wgdes the dam Moon, &. becauſe it 48s in all thoſe 
Places Nothing: can ad Where it is not; neither 


5 any Pouer 3 — 
or 


it is ſuffrient, that though there be cis Subſtance 


— 


e 257 LETTER. 
br har would be 2 5 Now the 
vil pervading the Sun, Moon and 


ce; juſt as the Three Per- 


ſons conſtitute one Divine Nau and yet the Sub- 


aus which pervades the Si miſt be d fine though 


ndt divided; from that which pervades the Earth; and 


that which pervades the Moby diſtinct from Both; ſo 
diſtin, that the Ove is not the Orber; ſo diſtindr a8 


AT ſee then, that the Unity of the Divine Sub- 
ſtance does not neceſſarily exclude” al Diftintion. 


And, eren upon 4 Suppofition of Mon- Exteifon; if 


ou allow the Deity to B E where He acts; the fame 
ethod of Reaſoning will rake Place, and the ſam. 
| ; uencewill follow. "3 qt 1H Horn off GIHDRW 
To malte-rthe-Deity: one Porſon,the Divine Sub- 


ſtince muſt be ſuppoſed t6/be-undiſtinguilhed into 


More intelligent Agents than one, having the diſtinctive 


Characters, Se. undd chat it is chus diſtinguiſned ean 


never be proved But to make the Deity one Subfance 


and ba Subſtance, yet there is no Diſumion df this 
from thbt-+ becauſe we never call any Thing Suan 
can except where the Parts are digiointed or ſeparable. 
Zach Perſom then is Eſſence or Subſtance diſtinguiſh: 
ed with appropriate Characters; and more Nur p. 
more Sharet, vrhere the TH th is divided, and 

nat others 57 7 TE dons v1t> af TE of 
No to apply this: Tepe wbole-Forofo ybur 
«Mataphybcksi, you will never, by any neceſſary Con- 
nexion of Ideas, make ont that bis Subſtance! in- 
veſted with diſtinẽt e oo maß 


: 9 rt: ie 0 
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on 


it may de id Subſtance Bert, and Subſtance here. 


Th yh KD rA. 
nt. ( Naving his Night: to. Puniſhment), make Satis. 
faction to ibat Subſtance however-cloſely amited-· 
. e ſhould ſuppoſe oe; pure immaterial created 
Subſtance, with kus diſtingt Cenſciouſuſſes, which, 
according to Mr LE, would make e Peres, 
and mhacever elſe is neceſſary (if any thing elſe che 
geceſſaty) : to make bo Subſiſtenges I do not ſe 
that it would, in that Caſe, be any Oontradigtien for 
the Ous to make Compenſation 80 the i Other fon an 
Offene againſt Bob. n 150 node e 
am fenſible chat Lhave gone heyand any Line, 28 

well as v Bnt I think I haya yory-good Apology 
to male. If Pfhould ſe a Perſono br hom I had 
8 great a Regard uv one Man can;have for another, | 
wading beyond his Depth, and in imminent Danger 
aof ſinking und being loſt :I am c fabIE if J Ven- 
cure aſter him with a Meſign to æęſcue hin and bririg 
him fate! to:[Tand';;thavgh:my::Avtempriiſhmildobe 
attend withiſorgePabgerto myfelft3 en od” 
After all, +Ethink! che Doctrine of the di, 
in tie main, eaſy en᷑ gh; except it. bet T lioſt 
whoidefire- to know more than they: tay; or pretend 
to xn more than hey da: viz. n faid before, 
ttlat the ſecond: Perſom in the Triſity ab rrxi ſatisfied 

the: 5e Perſon A chough after a quit ren Man- 

ner) dae the Sonof a King reigning:qointly "wich 


his Father, may ſatisfy chis Father for Diſlöyaltyo to 
Both. It is eaſy enough, I Ys if we will reſt im Gene- 


_ rals; But if we will comeito Particular af we muſt 

enter into che Minutũe of it; us, how tliere Can he a 

triple Hyſtinctian of :Subſtance . in the Heity, and yet 

not a Subſtances, Hit ont? and, Date bis diſtinct 

Perſonalized Subſtance made an expiatory Sacrifice 
| to 


De Firft LE TME R. 


thihür Sübſtance? What Wonder is it; if herr we 
are as much loſt in endleſs Mazes, a were ien“ 


der the Divitie 'Eſence is the Subject 6f our Enquiries. 


In Matters of ſo high a Spheres: 'ſuMeicnt to turn the 

Fdge of the acuteſt Wit, an ke baßge the Fores-of 
the ſtrongeft Underſtanding: all ous Kyowlidge ig Bur 
acquired Ignorance. We —— mates Hy 
know little · or nothing about the Matter. 3 
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i never more applicable than-here:; aka we are 
making Excurſions as it were into Terre Incognitu. 
but perhaps we Have raiſed à Duſt, and then com- 
plain we cannot ſee. The Queſtion may be wrong 
ſtated. Betlus try iwahus! V engeance does not be. 
long to Goch as be Party ended; becauſe Puniſſi- 
ment does hot helong to any Party as the Party vſfend- 
ed. For if it did, then every Perſon ag offended would 
have 4 Right to puniſſi; and no Perſon that was 101 
ended has any Right to puniſn. But the Right of 
avenging is veſted in God as the ſupreme Lau given; 
and particularly in the Father, as he is the Fountain” 
dead of the Deity, and ſupreme in Office. The 

Deity then is not to be/ conſidered; in this. Caſe, as 
the Party Meimed, and at the ſame: Time the Party 
eppeaſmg and ſatisfying itſelf, in a ſtrict, literal Senſe: 
But the ſirſt Petſon of the Deity is to be conſidered 
as anpoinung, and che ſecond Perſon as exrcuting, a 
fatigſa nor Scheme of making his Hatred of Sin 
conſiſtent with the Forgiveneſs of the Sinner; and 
wenge the dumme Rerum, at the ſame Time 
ab 1 20 wick mol Jin ed eee et 
Doo: | 
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of the Creation 8 


We know 8 Sate might affe th 
te Of other / raxic al- Beings in other Parts of the 


and give Intellectual Beings of an higher Rank dif- 
. Notions of their ſovereign IO 
if a Set of inſignificant Creatures ſhould, after 
repeated Breaches of his Laws, be admitted to a 
State of eternal. Happineſs without any Puniſhmeat, 
perſonal or vicarious. A Law without Sanction is no 
binding Law); that is, it is # Law at all. Sanctions 
4. One to put them in Execution are no. Sanc- 
If then God has made Laws, has enforce 


var with Sanctions, he muſt put thoſe Sanctions in 
Force; at leaſt, they muſt not be ſuch pitiful and 


ſlender Fences, that any: one may over leap them as 
often as he pleaſes, and F 


tances with Impunity. 


S Paine Lights 


wheat miledpoa! Him as the Party ſatisfying 
Himſelf. We perhaps ſhould rather regard him as 
the great Legi/lator of the whole, himſelf laying and 


executing a ſtupendous Plan to ſecure the Honour of 


bis Laws, and the Authority of his Gouernment: a 


Plan ſo extraordinary and amazing, that no Set of 
Spiritual. Beings ſhould, upon any Temptation to a 
Revolt, have am Reaſon to expect the like Favour; 
and ſo ſufficient as to leave no Room for Cavil; at 
leaſt to thoſe enlightened a e lee | 
than the mere Shell and Surface of it. Kanon. 
If, becauſe we do not ſee a doe ages of 
Divine * — but only ſome Parts of it de- 
cached 


ö 


Jbe Firſt LETTER. 
ordinary Steps of the Divine Conduct, we muſt ba 
far more incompetent Judges of the extraordinary 
Meaſures which he takes. But I need not dwelt up- 
on this. Lou will readily own, that we no more are 
able to know what God ſhould do with Regard toi 
the whole Creation, than we are able to know the 
whole Creation. I ſhall only obſerve farther, that 
ſome Men have dealt with Providence, as others do 


with the Scriptures; who pick out ſome looſe, diſ- 


jointed. Sentences, which, by themſelves and indepen- 
dently of the reſt, look unpromiſing and unaccount- 
able; but are yet very proper and beautiful when we 
conſider the / whole Thread, Contexture and Depen- 
— one — e aan en 


8 ee nM b ee via chat if 
the Godhead did not ſuffer,” then Chriſt is dead in 
« vain.“ I have not put down your Dilemma z be- 


cauſe I have already granted the firſt Part of it. 


. And as to the ſecond Part of it, I dare not deter- 
mine, till I have had more Leiſure to examine, whe- 
ther our Saviour's Sacrifice was inſinitely meritorious. 
It is enough at preſent to ſay, that it was ſo far me- 
ritorious, as to anſwer the Ends of God's All- wiſe 
Government; and to fulfil the Terms which the Al- 
mighty's manifold Wiſdom, unalterable Juſtice, and 
eſſential Holineſs required. That our Saviour could 


not merit ſ% far, by an inimitable Original of diſin+ 
tereſted Love and inconceivable Goodneſs, in aſ- 


ſuming human Nature; in letting that Nature, thus 
endeared to him by a moſt intimate Conjunction, be i 
xpof led-to'Variexy of Inſults and Outrage: 
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of che Godlual, to hieb dwelt in our Saviour bodily (the 


Wo Being in 


_ "oe K 4 de? ; 
_ nifying that Nature by a ſtrict and vital Union g ire 


advüncing it to a ſinleſs Peffection, and then offer- 
ing it up without Spot or-:Blemiſh-y That he could 
not merit thus far, I ſay, it is incuinbent upon you 
to deduce d priori from intrinſit Evidence. We 
imagine, chat fince God muſt make a Diſtinttion, 
here there is à Difference; ſince there is a Differenc 
between the Angels that ſinned not, and Men who 
all have ſinned and fallen Mort of the Glory of God; 
Me could not have been entitled to the Happineſs of 
the Angels, or made iadſyme (equal to the Angels 
that kept cheir firſt! Station) unleſs the eee 
1 — ac 


ed ) aur Account. N ei 6d; 
Be thzt as it will, this i is n that td: 
| inirſelf; dase bun) confidered, cannot be ſo accep- 
table to God as nf inning Obedience; and therefore 
there u be ſomething extrinfic to en it o. lere 


then yu ſee the Neceſſity of a A in 
one Place think, you aden ir 


But you can no more adn the Fulneſs 
Human Nature being aſſumed into a ſtrict Perſonas 


lity wich the Divine) cold not dignify and exaltihis 
human Nature, as to ſinleſs Perfection, ſo to ſuch an 
uncommon Degree of Merit; as to make it ſufficient 


monſtrate, than you can demonſtrate the utmoſt Ex- 
tent of the Divine Power, which was veſted im Gad, 
oh or ſhew the Manner of the 
\Perfonal Union:. D K+ B ot baſes; 


It is allowed by: N! and it is very eaſy to make 
t out, chat no cyeated pokes merit ſince if ſuch 
k * ere 
801 iir: 2 | & it 


The Fin LEYT R. 
it muſt have been the Height of Preſumption, to 
have imagined that any Thing He could have done: 
(which muſt, as you well expreſs it, have been diſpro- 
purtionate to the Favours recti ved,) eould have been 
an Equivalent for the Sins of a Whole World; if 


| ſuch a Being was appointed, it would have been made 


His ſtrict and indiſpenſable Duty. Every Creature 


mines with-bortowed Light, with Merit not his own: 


that is, with no Merit at — have no- 


thing independent of their Creato . 


But this was not the Caſe! as to our Saris He 
beingpade a mene Creature could,” out of his own: De 
culiar Fund, diſcharge our Debt. He had an ine. 


pendent Power over his Human Nature. He had 
Power to lay it down; and Poꝛver to take it up You 


ſer then the Proceſs. Some Merit was required to 
render our Repentance, what it could not be it it. 
ſelf, as acceptable to God as:ur/inning Obedience. 


No mere Creature cpuld merit; as having nothing 
of eee deen made Fleſh might-me- 


2 * 
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The DoArine obne SatisfaSiow and Merits brut 
ion 42: nend indeed ith” Diicultiot; but + 
=<fince it can fever 

but that there is as much Confiſtees be- 
coke the Unity of the Subſtayee,/ and a threefold Dif 


 tinBlion of Perſons z as there it (upon the Suppoſition 


of Exrenſſon of the Godhead) between the ui of 
Subſtance, and yet a Subſtance dare, as in che Earth; 

anda Subſtance "there, as in the” Sun. There i 
therefore as real and ſubſtantial a Diſtinttion of the 

three Perſolis in the Diviny, as there is of ;h7ax Per- 
fons àmong Men, * After à quite different. 
W. "V 0b. II. 5 Manner 


The Ft LETTER. 
Manner . Anch therefore ont Perſon in the Deity 
might as truly atone to another, though after a quite 
different Manner, as one Man may ſatisfy another 
bor a chird a. The General Notion; then ofthis 
Doctrine is eaſy and plain; but the Particularitics 
and Minutis of it are, perhaps, as perplexing, as 
thoſe of the Modus of the Divine Ommpreſance, Eter- 
nity; Pruſtience, c. Juſt as a blind Man may have 
a general confuſed Idea of Colour ; namely, that 
it is a Senſation occaſioned by ſome ſubtle Mat- 
ters which, acting on the Eye, communicates it's 
Motion to the Optick Nerves: and from thence is 
propagated to the Brain; where it cauſes different 
Impreſons. And he may believe there is ſuch a Sen- 
ſation upon Teftimeny But he cannot ume any dif. 
1 Idea about it that is not big with Ab- 
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|  comes-from you; <vuld induce me to. conſider your 


third; which is as follows : © That if God the Son 
«+. offered to malte the Atonement, and the Sacrifice 
— — ————— 
2 ein God to accept of this adequate Satifac 
. Ben.“ If both your Premiſes were true (which 
is not the Caſe) yet your Inference is Be- 
———— 
tion, adequate or inadequate, except upon a Suppo- 
Arion of His om Appointment. Por the Guilt being 
eur i, he might have inſiſted, that the Pur;/bment ſhould 
be dur too. But how do yon reconcile your firſt 
Prapoſition — — 
. | | it .4o that 


. 


\ . | 


The N Baur en. | 
hat bo gave bis only begotten, Son, c. God's: Mercy 
(the Riches of his Mercy) was then ſufficiently 
ſhewn in appointing the Satigfaction; His Wiſdom. in 
contriving it, and His Juſtice in not accepting Man- 
kind without it. Thus all His Annan; n 
Coneert 
L ject: * « That if Eternal 
0 Ae be the, appointed Puniſhment of Faults, 
«committed under the Influence of an imperfect 
Nature; you do not ſee but Eternal Happineſs 
% may, as juſtly, be the appointed Reward. of a ge- 
e neral Tenour of Compliance with Duty, in Oppo- 
. m eee eee Naw bly 
* affing to the other Side 6 bogt 9005 
Now in Anſwer to this; vr co ire you. and my- 
daf, with we Doditinecof Ait and Deep a8 
that our beſt Actions are but what we ought. to do, 
and conſequently: have zo; Merit; but our bad Ac- 
tions, being what we ought. not. to-do, deſerve Ven- 
geance ; that, though we ought/ to be puniſhed. for 
not paying our Dues, it does not follow, that we 
have a Claim to a Reward for paying them 3 not to 
mention, chat the Grace Cod has a great Share. in 
enabling us to live well : To paſs all this over, I bes 
Leave to obſerve, that you have miſtaken the Point. 
I do not know that the Scripture aſſerts, er that any 
one affirms; that Eternal Puniſhment: (I lay the wet. 
Faults, but for our Impenitency'-under them. Tou 
will not ſay, that becauſe Impenitency incurs Eternal 
Damnation, therefore our Repentance, in all Caſes, 
entitles us to Efernal Salvation: yet: this you ſhould | 


make out, in order to prove à Satisfattion: needles. 
10 N This 


du Rluttery) and :yet; bum your!Th 
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| This-would/be to aſſert, that becauſe an Obſlinate, 

_ 1ifelentiny Rebel deſerves Capital Puhiſhmentzi thete- 
Gren Teponting- Aﬀociate; who has deſerved all he 
as främ che Bounty ef tis Prince, (but yet has 
pech ſeddeed through Weakneſs) Mould, daſter re- 
peated Breaches of his Allegiance, be advanoed to 
8 Orne diſtingu aſhed | Pof# of : Honouri. Farther; I 
fo 12 0 what yo mean by che generul Nu of 

| Compliance with our Duty, if you take ull our Thoughts 
into che Account, and all our Sins ofoO miſſion.” * 

_ 2Þ believe there are few or none, but who would 
rather die; than Rave their; Noſtſcemia Vit (what is 
dene Behind the; Scenes :œwithin their wm Breaſts) 
their vain wicked Thougheiʒi daid opem and expoſed 
tothbViewpfithewhole World: Ldo not know fo 
Sorthye Gentleman s yourſelf, off your Age; ſo 
yvi cus as well ab dingenione; (L fpeak withs 


Arch tell me, whether you ure conſcious to yourſelf ef 
weh a enaked Woh, as might qualify you to 
well wirk God, and conven. with Angels; though 
The me in my Eye who ſeem an otra un 
we” have techies: n into theMerits' — 
Out, becabſe the Subject of Reprittivce: has, 1 
wenne beam nhauſted et: lag and I. bag nothing 


ee at! ihe! fuk T rims en _ 
1 d. 0 , 
_——— — ſome latent: Poiſon;\though | 
eue 1 artful and agree able Vehicle. 1. des 


: * 
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22 would think, cu were going to ſet aſide 
what you do clearly underſtand, viz. the Arguments 
from Mu, Doctrine, Phophecies," (the main Con- 
teature hn Deſign of Chtiſtianity) on the Account 
of ſomething:whichyou'canor fully underſtand, viz. 
the Doctrine of the Satigfattion. 51%:Itis mpoſiible/?” 
 younfayg74* hat Chriſtianiry ſhould be true if what 
A ralates ao!this Point in the Seriplures,” (No: theſe 
are yolip Mond). appear be Aabſurd . ont 
To us L ſwer ; that its ist morally impoſſuble:'we N 
ſhould err'in/udging' Clirifhianiry to be crile, Iince 
the Proofs are ſo numerous, ſtrong and deciſive z and 
lie leur to. οαf Apprehenſidn and Capaolties: but 
we may very probably be tniſtaken in fancying That 
to be abſurd) which relates to the Eſſence and Nature 
of the Deity a Myſtery wohirh even tb Angels dere 
50 lovk inte ñ and where there is an infra Piſpropor. 
tion-berwteriahe Object and the Faculty, If chere 
be any. Meri of Truth if werare not neceſſarily 
liable to be qęceived in jutlging of Matters confeſ- 
ſediy withinsthe\ Sphere of our Rèaſon, We may 
ſaſely ebneluile, that hat has all the diſtinctive Cha- 
racters of Truth (all that any ancient Records and 


Natters | of Fact can hae) cannot be e Forger, 


or an denpoſture. But 4 can never be ſure hut 
that, in Matters of fo high: und elevated a Nature, 
what anntars to us to be contradictory to Reaſon, 
may not be a Contradiction in itſelf, but only 
the Effect of human Ignorance. . One Proof from 
a Matter of Fat weighs more with me W confirm a 
_ - myſterious Doctrine, than all the ideal af a Metaßhy- 
ſical Argumeng (though dignified with the pompous 
Name of — do to diſprove it: Becauſe 
T 2 OT E e 
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Ihe Er ns. 


1 rake myſclt * 7p. ag che Truth 
of Fatt.” 


P 
Ideas, and eee e (neceſſarily want- 
ing to me) which yet ought to be taken into the 


Accbunt to reconcile ſeeming Repugnances, and to 


make our Reaſoning erat concerning myſterious 
Doctrines. This I take to be the Reaſon why the 


Divine Preſcience and our Free-will are irreconeileable; 


1 ſhould-fay, appear. to us to be irreconcileable; for, 


2 _ e pe ARNIE 


ſelves.” "Rs oo > PR TIN 10 
Ide your Pardon for treſpaſing . 
tience with a long, tedious Letter ; -where-you muſt 


expect many Repetition and great Confuſion of 


Thought. In a Situation where a Perſon meets with 


many Interruptions and Avocations, it is impoſſible 


he ſhould purſue one continued Chain of Reaſoning. 


- I'need not make any Apology for my Style. For, 


*: 
Fo 


though this Letter, if it were to appear abroad, 
ought to have been dreſſed out to Advantage, yet it 
may be permitted to wait upon a Friend in an Undreſs 
and Deſbabillt of Thought. If 1 have ſaid any 
Thing that may contribute to ſatisfy you, I ſhall be 
glad of it. But if not, I had rather you-ſhould call 


in Queſtion my Abilities to ſerve you, —. 


bene and fincere n 
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1 8 ay « dla ade 
* Right of puniſhing was vrſted in God as the ſove- 
« reign Lagiver of che Whole, who could not con- 
< ſiſtently with the common Good of the Whole, 
for ouglit ve can prove, have remitted the Puniſh» 
mem without a Satigfaction. This you will ſcarce 
be able to diſprove. Why might not then our Sa- 
viour ſatisfy to God the Father, conſidered in this 
Capacity? You will anſwer that if God was the 
ſupreme Lawgiver, and our 1 — God, then the 
ſupreme Laugiver ſatisfied to the ſupreme N 
But what if qu : Near mighf be G. e. 
ennobled vic al all the Eſſential 3 * of the 
Godhead) at the ſame Time that he diveſted him- 
ſelf of the Capacity of a Laugiver; I mean, during 
the Time that he was tranſacting the gracicus 
Scheme of « our Redemption ? For to be the ſoveręign 
Lawgiver is is no eſſential Perfection of the Deity — — 
ä it were He could never have, been without it. He 
muſt have been 1 r ab. terns : chat is. wa 
- muſt have been Laugiver when there were no Beir 
to give Laws to It is plain then, that to be {ayer © 
reign  Lawgiver is no efſential Pertedtion of. the 
Deity, but a mare Property... l 
© "This ſeems to overturn your main Argument, that 
the Divine Nature ſatisfied itſelf. For if God did not 
require Satisfaction, as veſted with the Divine Nature, 
or, 40 Cod, but as the ſupreme Laugiver; then your 
Argument, to have been valid, ought to have run 
thus : : that the ſupreme — ſatisfied the —— 
24 . "2 


N ver. heh... I es, agg was. not the 

Cale. » 16, "0; 8 We J 
To be Lawgiver, then, is no Perfection eſſential 
_ $6:theNature of xhe! Deity . Conſequently: our 
Saxibut; ſtill vetaining the H entin iPraparties of tlie 
3  Godhoad,'might pur Gif the Charadtor.vf Lawghuer 
1 eoCtbnſtquentlyoiceded mo Satigfatti f—— 
abe Kata) the Eher in hem 2her Chi: 
ractet as lodged. The. reſt your-own Thoughts wil 
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5 oi Brig 590 8 888 "have no Sure ”Footing. 
7 My eden was 12 ral 6 5 At. 1 was afraid t 5 : 
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lt puſhing aa 
had miſſed the ahleſt Writers; down from Ca A 
Strus and Ma LEA ANCnE TU Nawnor, Claret; 
Sc. into almoſt as great Abſurdlities, das an implicit 
Acquir ſcence in the cedmmon rei Notions of 
their Country has betrayed che. undhink ing Vulgar. 
ITbere is a perulatibe Fool-hardingh, a metaphyſtcul 
2%ixotiſm in Men of veryigreat but enterprizing Ges 
niùſes, which\prompes[them/toggrapple with Objckts, 
to vhich t very judicious By-ſtandereevtheir Strength 
to:bevaſthrmunequal: 1 10k ayorornir (107) night 
;.oNotwithſtanding? all your rt und Fixeſe, your 
Rpapoſition; which [:excepred ao,-wilt not, I dbube, 
admit of thoſerSoftenings, wu which [y00-would 
qualify it's Harſhneſs, I muſt om it, you Tay] 
tante be my Hrn Perſuaſion, chat it is impollible 
en Chriſtianity ſnould be true, if what relates bs Yb 
Point in che Scr time appetrs to becbſurd. Re- 
lates: to io P I beſeech you Sir? Why? G 
a: Point to hi o. Faculties are not ſuited, S 
How: the Divine Mature rumd ſatig ite. TY our 
Senſe is confined; by your om Words, to Points tos 
fablime for huiman Comprehenſioù, and reſolves into 
925 — — 15 ee e Dane 


oy abſurd, cfm . — Ea ed | 
evidently percei vr to be a Falſhbod, or hat we only 


gonctiue to be ſo. If the former; it is true; chat 
evident Perceptiinnecefiarily entorts our Aſſent; hut 
eee ir Purpo 
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1 rn Meaning. — 


A deas of the intrigſie Nature of God, the Unity and 


Diſtindtion of that Nature, are very obſcure, ſhort, 
and indiſtinct ; ſince our Knowledge can riſe no 
higher than our Ideas; we never can have any cer- 
tain, clear, and diſtiut Knowledge, where, «ll our 
2 Ideas Are obſcure and indiſtinct. 10 118 N FT © 
The latter Senſe of your Expreſſion, viz. . 
bears to be abſurd, you will not contend for: it is 
plain from numerous Inſtances, that we may conceive; 
or (if you will give me Leave to uſe an Expreſſion 
ſo highly obnoxious to you) fancy a thouſand Things 
to be abſurd which are not ſo. We may form preci · 
pitate Judgments: (the main Source of Error) with - 
dut diſtinct Perception. We may go before the Light, 
inſtead of following it. If then you have clear and 
diſtinẽt Ideas of the unfathomable Depths of the Di- 
vine Nature, which produce diſtinct Knowledge in 
you; though they muſt be your own peculiar Proper - 
ty, yet he ſo generous as to impart them to a Friend. 
But if you have not; do not complain that 1 200 
Advantage of the Jnacouracy of f your: Expreſſion but 
fairly conſeſs, that your Words either meant nothing 
at all, or muſt mean your _—_— e ee 
_ abſurd from your very indiftin# Notice. 
That you may not think my Scheme of Arguing 
wauld overturs all Scitnes at once, and end in univer- 
ſal Scepticiſm , 1 grant, that though two Ideas are in 
the main obſcure, yet they may be ſ far diſtinct, 
as that we may. diſcern the one not to be the other; 
either by immediate Intuition, (as I may know a 
Pine. appl not to be a Pomegranate, though I have a 
1 ; ve | very 
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very faint Idea of Both) or by the Intervention &f 
one Idea or more which are clear and diſtinct. 


reer 


Laces; the other, in Subſtance, your's. The 
Nature created itſelf. The Divine Nature, con- 


Ming of Three Perſons, could not ſatisfy itſelf. As 


to the former, if it be taken in a ſtrict Philoſophical 
Senſe, there is a glaring Contradifion in it. The 
5. Divine Nature not exiſting could not act be- 


56 fore it was could not therefore create itſelf,” 


Here though the #20 Ideas, the Divine Nature and 


_ Creation, are very obſcure and indiſtinct ; yet we per- 


ceive a manifeſt Repugnancy in the Aſſertion of Lac 


tantius, by the Intermediation of a third Propoſi- 


tion, which reſolves itſelf into an Identical one 


Nothing can act before i it is Nothing can have 


no Properties, otherwiſe it muſt be ſomething—— 
1. e. Nothing is Nothing.“ Thus, though our 
Ideas of the Deity Eternity of the Deity —— 
Omnnipreſence, &c. be very confuſed,” yet we prove 
the Exiſtence of the Deity, and the Exiſtence of theſe | 


his Attributes by the Help of intermediate Ideas that 


are diſtinct, and lye level to our Capacities : Nay, 

we find them neceſſarily con Red | 
n cannot be controverted. W 

Here then all appears in droge) — Bui if 
we turn to your Propoſition: No Light, but ra- 
«ther Darkneſs viſible.” Take it thus: Three in- 
6 zelligent Agents —— Their Nature one and the ſame 
One cannot ſatisfy the other. Here, your middle 
Term, viz. the Divine Nature is one and the ſame, 
which "ſhould give Light to the two Extremes, and 
_ . amicably correſpond, calls for the friendly 
1 Efforts 


5 ene and the ſam, one intelligeut Agent danndt da. 


Deer Second Deny uk 
Efforts of ſome metaphyſical· Heroe, to reſcu · it 
from that ĩmpenetrahle Obſcurity in which. it is vat 
preſent involved. And if mat Term wich ſhould 
he: the Light inc: your Argument, is Darkneſs, "bow 
great-muſt that. Nurtugſ be Tou- ſhould prove, that 
the Unity of the Divine Nature nniſt be either 100 
vlaſe to admit of iſtin Actions, ſunh. as giving ad 
secerving Satisfaction; or elſe tus dogſe to make three 
Perſons. ONE; God. Tou ſhould demonſtrate 3itbar, 
| either the Diſtinctian of the Divine Nature cannot be 

ide enough to anſwer the diſtin Ofices before men- 
tioned; or that it will not de tritt enough toi make 
the three intelligent Agents one Doiey: And them it 
auld follow that, becauſe the Dinine Nature is 


hg the other The. Manner ot the Divine Unity is 
3 le. as His, Hſſence 1 and the ddeas 
* — Frame, ati hr oo lame, inade- 
_ quate andi canfuſed to be ertain and: full 

| Knowledges which muſt always [keep Pace with our 
5 $0 WWA ads ban Ni dr io NA od 
an oh- Ace- Page, having an »inexhauſtibile 
Magazine o. Fhowghts, — Plenty of Ammuni- 
tion, ound your Artillery into the Air, 
without levelling directly at: me, or defending you» | 

fell. Pleaſe to remember, — is Alter- 
tained by the Subject vou afe\UPON. . 
Jo appear, and to be reaſonable, * the ſame 
Thing to Is, .oberewe evidently... perceive a Truth. 
But w re we only 2 
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diſprove ſome inoffenſive Expreſſions at the Cloſe of 


— mycLonen/\ I noed not repeat ce gry e 
| is. as follows: 0 * UE K 888 
A ſay you, 2 Man ef Senſe 1 ah 

bring himſelf to fancy That to be abſurd, which in it- 


felf is not: fo; (via. "what. relates to the Nature and 
Eſſence of the Deiry, where there is an infinite Dig 
proportion between the Object and the mms be 
muy as well famey 3 | meren 0 

When I firſt conſidered 2 e h ad 
Lok for a confirterable-Timeto know, why you in- 
ſerted the Words, A Man of Senſe an Tmpartiality: 
[ looked upon them as idle Terms, which had no Bu- 
fineſs here ; and was going to: diſmiſs them, as im 
pertinent Intruders. But confidering,' that my Let» 
ter was directed to you; I find that you had a Mind 
to bring me under a Dilemma; either of giving yt 
up a Man ef Senſe and Impartialiry; or, ownitif 
that Hen of Senſe and Impartiality may fancy Abſur- 
do to extricate myſelf? Give yen up as a Man ef Senje 
and Vnpartiality? No, by no Means; if my Caſe 
were deſperate: becauſe I have reptated, numerous 
deciſive Proofa of ybur̃ Senſe and Impartiality. No 


other Reſource is then left: I muſt be ſo ſanguine as 


to aſſum, that Men of impartial Seaſe may vent ſe- 
veral Crudities. Fora Proof of which I refer you 
to Moox, RAS, Doctor CLaxRx, cum muliis 


alis 3 the two former maintaining, that GO D was 


Infinite Space i the laſt. that HE was the Sucſtratum 
of Infinite Spacey or an Infinite. Vacuum. Nay, the 


Door conceived * fancied) that he had intuitive 


enn : 


ately derived from the Things 
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dertainty of it. For He ſays, it was as plain to 
him, as that two and two make. faur. But you pro- 


RR to 


be ſtrong, numerous and decifive, and a. little lower, 
1a lie level to his Capacity, when they in Reality are 


| wot ſo (1 ſappoſe you mean) to hin. Ele may fancy 


fo, if he pleaſes: But, if he will attend to the 


| Proofs, he may do more than fancy. He may have a 


Certainty, that he muſt either diſbelieve every Thing 
he does not ſee ; or, believe Chriſtianity to be true: 


Chriſtianity. having all the Proofs that any Matter of 
Fact has, P 


which 0 otber has. 


The Truth of the Caſe is this: Our Proſpect is 
JJ Faculties 
are limited within à very confined Sphere of Acti- 
vity. Mitbin That Sphere the Proof of Matters of 
Fact, if any Thing, lies; and within that Sphere 
Things in the main are cafy and obvious. Beyond 


it all, except ſome few negative, undeterminate 
Ideas, is an immenſe Blank to us; and beyond it, if 


any Thing, the internal Manner of the Divine Exiſ- 


tence, and the Kind of the Unity and Diſtinction in 


the tremendous Deity, upon which the Doctrine of 
the Satisfaction depend pends, is infinitely removed. Here 
our Ignorance may occaſion us to conceive (for Igno- 


rande does not bes Perception) imaginary. Abſurdi- 


ties and appearing Inconſiſtencies: either becauſe we 
have no diree?, proper, original Ideas; Ideas immedi- 


themſelves, (which 
ſingle Conſideration will be an inſuperable Bar to all 


B Ws 5 ACEDY? 
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or becauſe our Capacities are not able to take i in mM 


whole Extent of this Subject. | 
Demonſtration being excluded, you kinds our 


Giauſons muſt be the Sum total of our Reaſoning. 


And as a Sum can never be exactly ſtated, when any 


Particulars, which ſhould be taken into the Account; 
are dropt; no more can the Sum total of our Rea- 
ſoning be juſt, when any intermediate Ideas are 
wanting. And what other intermediate Ideas ſupe 


rior Intelligences may have, which have other Inlets 
of Knowledge, we cannot tell. Tou tell me, you 


think you perceive an Abſurdity in it: ſo did Doctor 


Clarke think he had | demonſtrated, that Infinite 
Space (or Emptineſs) was a Property of the Deity. 
The Manner of the Divine Subſiftence being placed 
beyond- the Boundaries of clear and diftint? Percep- 
tion; and the Doctrine of the Satigfaction having an 
immediate Connexion with it, you cannot perceive 
an Abſurdity in the latter without perceiving the for- 


mer. If we will not ſtop, where it becomes us, both 


you and I may imagine we perceive Abſurdities : and 
I'know no Remedy for it. But, —— 7s —.— 


F the Thing (of which they know little or nothing) 
paſs a deciſive: Judgment upon the deep Things of 
God ; humbly content to: ſee through a Glaſs darkly, 
till the Time comes. when they 
and judging, that in ſuch Points Human Reaſon is 


but Human Conjefwre. But we camot ſee a Reaſon 
bo a or à poſteriori, why we ought not to 
Sow judge 


to plunge us into Scepticiſm : No: becauſe we ſee a 
plain Reaſon d priori, why Creatures, who can 
hardly gxe/s a- right at Things before them, ſhould 
not irreverently, from the aral Nature and Reaſon. 


can ſee Face to Face: 


9 
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Well-then ; is e 63tended ? But can you conſider 4 


— 7 | 
\ By + - 


ue Send Lawn 
judge of plain Matter "of Fact, andl the Prooſs o 


God's Exitence.” D mot lt vious 


WERE the ches Stand wr den make 200 aft 
nd ee ace vebyiching! and cher T ranfition from 
the one to the other eaſy and inſenſible-. A Perſon; 


_ that! is an Half. Thinker, may ſtop at Half-way. 
But he who wilb be at any Expence!:of Thought, 


muſt ſee; that for the very ſame: Neaſons, for which 
he di/believes the Three Perſont in the Godhead, 
and the Redempiion; he ſhould, if confiſtent: with 
himſelf, 'dibelieve” the" One” God and the Creation. 
4 is ſuch a mutual Harmony and Correfpon- 
dene in the Compages of Truths, that, if one Mem- 
der ſifers, all the Members ſuffer with it; and, if 
one rn ere all the Members rejoice 
2 | . nN 4 * 2 7 * 14373 314 9717 e | 2 10 77 

Pray, ele yo think of the Divine Om 
gere ? If che Deity is unautended, He ä 


 fubſtautially preſent hero, there,” everywhere ; (except 
| you will fay, that He is in abi, but not in loco; poet 


uber, but in u Plate) and where chere is no Sh. 
ſtave, there can be no Virtus, or Power of. atting. 


Being of infinite Wiſdom, Ge. under the groſs Idea 
of Lingrb, Breadib and Heigpbt f At that Rate we 
tuighit properly ay a Foot, or Tard of the Deity; 


dd if Mil Attributes are go-extended with an 


prog Subject, a Foot or Tard of Wiſdom, Sc. 
H eſſential Attributes are not -co-extended: with 
— then the iwhole Divine Wiſulem will be 


in that Subſtance, which/fills Heaven, and yet the 


whole in chat which Alls Kutch, und io om: che 
b 1 e Whole 


jf ⅛ ᷣ no Bo oe AG - ile . 
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whole in the whole; and whole in every Part. Do 


not you think you ſee a Contradiction here? Again, 


the Notion of Eternity, whether you admit the eter- 
nal Succeſſion, or the eternal Now, labours under a 
Complication of appearing (I was going to ſay, for 
it is all one with you, real) Abſurdities. The latter 


is a Contradiction in Terms; and for the former, ſee 


the Eighth Vol. of Spectators, BenTLzY's Boylean 
Lectures, and CoLLIBER's Enquiry. To clear up 


I mentioned, in my former Letter, the ſeeming Re- 


pugnancy between Preſcience in God and Free-will in 
Man ; of which you take no Notice.. You like not 
my Diſtinction between real and apparent; and you 
dare not be ſo irreverent as to aſſert, there is a real 
Contradiction between that Power in God and that 
Faculty in Man; and yet you cannot prove but there 
is a ſeeming one between them. Does it not ſeem to 
imply a Contradiction, that God ſhould infallibly 
foreknow Contingents ; that He ſhould eertainly fore- 
ſee uncertain Events ? Be pleaſed then. to put the 
Doctrine of the Trinity and Satisfa7ion (two Doc- 


trines nearly allied) upon the ſame Foot of Favour 


with Omnipreſence, Eternity, Preſcience, &c. or, to be 


of a piece, reject them all alike. - 


All that I can fay is, as before. That t chough w we 


cannot punctually adjuſt the Boundaries between 
Knowledge and Ignorance, and preciſely determine 
where the one ends, and the other begins; yet we 
ſee in general, that there is a determinate Pro- 
vince for our Reaſon to expatiate in: Within the 
Verge of which the Proofs: of the Attributes, Re- 
velation and 3 conſiſt. But when we would 
1 Vor. II. 2 enlarge 
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enlarge the Scene of our Knowledge beyond That, 
we take a mighty and deſperate Leap into the Dark: 
where numerous, unſubſtantial Phantoms and Appa- 
7itions of Abſurdities (which we think. ſtand confeſt 
and manifef to our View) diſturb our mien ur un- 
MORE our labouring Faculties | 
But enough of this ——TI beg 8 wave * 
Conſideration of your next Topick till I have diſ- 
patched what ſeems to me more material. I will not 
' knowingly leave any Part of your Letter that affects 


me unanſwered, except the handſome Things you are 


pleaſed to interſperſe, which are indeed unanſwer- 
able by me. Let who will get the better in Point 
of Argument, you will gain the Conqueſt (a much 
nobler Conqueſt l) in Good. Breeding, Civility, and 
your endearing Manner of treating me. The weak- 
eſt Things you fay in your Letter are, hen (an 
amiable 'Weakneſs!) your F nene are, m 
Judgment in Favour of m. 

Foul ſay; that if the Divine Nature be feialy One, a 
Sati action made bythe Divine Nature to the Divine Na- 
ture; muſt be a Satisfaction made by the Deity to Himſelf 
Lou either mean, that where there are three intel- 
Mont Agents i in the ſame Nature, yet one cannot ſa» 
_ risfy the other, becauſe their Nature is: /fri#ly with- 
out DPiſtinliion, ane; or Ido not underſtand you. 
For it is no more proper to ſay the Divine 3 ſa- 
2isfied che Divine Nature, than it is to ſay; that the 
Human Nature in ſuch'-a' Suferer, ſatisfied the Hu- 
man Nature of the Lativer. And I do not know 

Perſons may think it as much a Con- 
dale for: thei ſame ſpeciſical Nature to ſatisfy, 
"”n is for Way: Tame' numerical e to 4 
214.119 "Bs AF, oh itſelf. 
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itlelf. And ſome, acuter ſtill, may imagine it no 0 


Contradiction for the ſame Perſon to ſatisfy himſelf, 
and exemplify what they lay down by the Caſe df 
Zaleucus, King of the Locrians; who parted with 
one of his Eyes to ſave one of his Son's. Here, this 
abſolute Monarch, to ſecure the Honour of his own 
Laws, and to ſhew his Deteſtation of Adultery, as 
the Party ſuffering gave, and at the ſame Time as 
the ſupreme Lawgiver received Satisfaction; and: ex 
emplified at once the affectionate Tenderneſs of the 
Father, and inflexible Juſtice of the Legi ator | in dif- 
wer” dy Vice. 

- You fay, This Perſon cannot ſatisfy That, be- 
& cauſe the Nature or Eſſence is one and the ſame.” 1 
have anſwered this already, in the former Part of my 
Letter, and I lay ſome Streſs on what I have there 
laid down. I add here,. That, for ought you can 
prove, the Eſſence may be one and the ſame, becauſe 
ĩt is indiſcerpible or indiviſible —— Indiſcerpibility i is 
no Bar to Diſtinction What i is no Bar to Diſtinc- 
tion, can be none to di inc Actions Therefore 
. the Father and the Son may act diſtintily in reſpec- 
tively giving and receiving Satisfaction. I own I am 
ſo dull of Apprehenſion, that I cannot diſcern any 
Flaw in the Argument, or where the Chain breaks. 
That Indiſcerpibility of Parts, or indiſſoluble Union, 
may conſtitute Unity is plain to me; or elſe, upon 
the Suppoſition that every Being is extended, there 
will be no ſuch Thing as one Being in the Woarld—— — 
The Divine Subſtance infinitely expanded This 
Part Being, that. Part Being, or. elſe it will be no- 
thing, (There being no Medium between Being and 


not ae :) and yet in the Whole One Being; ; be- 
2 . cauſe 


. 
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cauſe the Parts are e lee RY That Con- 


ſciouſneſe does not conſtitute Unity, ſhall be Md 
by and by—— 

That Tak ſervibilin, or indiſſoluble Union of Parts 
(which either conſtitutes Unity, or we do not know 
What does) is no Bar to Diſtinction and diſtin& Ac- 
tions, is evident from hence; that this Subſtance or 
Being, which invigorates and actuates the Earth, 
acts diſtinctly from that which pervades the fixed 


Stars: invigorating the Earth, being a diſtinct Ac- 


tion from pervading the fixed Stars. But more of 
this, when I come to anſwer your Objections againſt 
the Catholic Doctrine; after having confuted the no- 
vel Scheme which you would build upon the Ruins of 


it, viz. That there are three diſtin? intelligent Subſtan- 


ces'or Divine Beings, each infinite i in all Reſpects; but 
their Subſtance and Manner of Exiſtence rather ſimilar 
or uniform, than united. Before I proceed, give 


me Leave to aſk you, why you would ſend abroad an 


Hypotheſis, a forlorn unfriended Infant, without any 
Thing to ſupport or maintain __ _— ow” _ 
ture. or Reaſ en? | 
To make ſome Strictures upon it — 

Vit, It is contrary to Scripture : hay; 0 Nach 
"the Lord (Jehovah) your God is one Lord: one "av 
vab, or neceſſarily exiſting Subſtance ; one 25 2, for 
That, you know, is the Import of the Word cebo- 
ab —— It is likewiſe, Secondly, contrary to Reaſon 
to multiply Beings without Neceſſity. You have no 
Ground to ſuppoſe | three infinite Subſtances; and 
conſe nently i it is a groundleſs Suppoſition. Thirdly, 
Either theſe three infinite Beings are divided from one 
Locher or not; If 0 WO; they Cannot all 

4 be 
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be infinite. For where- ever one is ſeparated from 
the other, there the one muſt ceaſe to be, (which 
is contrary to the Suppoſition of Infinity) and the 
other continue to be expanded. There can be no 
Separation where there is no Chaſm, and where 
there is a Chaſm there can be no Infinity. _ _. 
If they be undivided, your Scheme (like a Comet 
making ſo near Approaches to the Sun, that at laſt 
it is loſt and abſorpt i in it) muſt co- incide with our'ss 
which is, neither to confound the Per ſons, nor to di- 
vide the Subſtance. For tell me any Reaſon, why 
any one of your three infinite Subſtances ſhould be, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, one; and L will tell you,. why. all 
three, each inſeparate and inſeparable, become one. 


The fame indiſcerpible Continuity, that makes an 


infinite Variety of Parts (each Part a Being) one 


Being in the whole, will make your ſuppoſed three 
Beings to become ſo too. There is the ſame Cauſe, 


conſequently the ſame Effect. Either not any of your 
three Beings will be one, becauſe each conſiſts of d iſtindt 
and diſtant Parts; or, upon the ſame Grounds, by 
an intimate Mixture and In-dwelling, without any 


poſſible Detachment of this from that, they all hree 


will coaleſce into one. Either not any of them will 
be more than uniformly and /imilarly one, or all three 
will be united. You vill here retreat to your im- 
pregnable Fortreſs Conſciouſneſs : You will ſay, that 
two diſtinft Conſciouſneſſes will make two diſtinct Be- 
ings ;. that Egoity, or Unity, or Identity depends upon 
your Conſciouſneſs, which makes you (mirabile dictu !) 


one Being, though you are not one Subſtance, . The 


ſame you ſay immediately after concerning the Deity. 


That is, you have inveſted Conſciouſneſs with a Power 
| of 


£3 
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of working Contradictions. For Subſtance muſt 
be, « or not be, it muſt be a Being, or Nothing ; un- 


leſs Conſciouſneſs can make a Thing 10 Be, and not to 


be, at. the fame. Time. Conſequently,” bo diſtinct 
Subſtances, in Defiance of Self- Conſciouſneſs, and all it's 
wonder working Magick, muſt remain 200 diſtinct 
Beings. You needed not then to have found Fault 
with me for changing the' Terms, where T' retained 
the ſame Idea: Being and Being in Union (inſepa- 
rable Union) do not make Beings, or elſe there will 
be no ſuch Thing in the World as one Being, of 
which we have any Notion.” Becauſe ev 524 Being, 

of Which we have any Notion,” is Being and eing in 
Union: This Part , that Part Being, + and 'yet 


One Being in the Whole. 


To come more cloſely to the Point: Yo au are ont 
Bilttg it ſeems, becauſe you have one Conſciouſneſs ; ; 
and your three diſtin Subſtances, you will ſay, are 
thiee diſtinct Beings, becauſe they have three diſtinct 


 Conſeiouſeſes , the Epoity, Identity, and Unity de 


pending upon Conſciouſneſs. Conſciouſneſs then, in your 
Opinion, is the Ground of Unity, but whit is the 


Ground of Conſciouſneſs + The Tertoiſe ſupported 
the Fleph ant; but what ſupported the Tortoiſe ?— 


Nothing can be the Ground or Reaſon of any 


Thing, Which, in the Order of our Ideas and of 


Nature, is ſubſequent to the T hing of which it is 
ſt poſed the Ground, &c. But Conſciouſneſs, in the 
Order of our Ideas and of Nature, is ſubſeguent to 


Unity Conſequently, Conſciouſneſs carmot be the 
Ground of Unity. The Major Propoſition is evi- 


A The Minor I prove ils! Conſeiouſueſs | is that 
reflex Att by which I know what I am, &c, If then 
I muſt 


OTE 
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I: muſt ze what I am, (one or more) before I, know 


what I am, then Conſciouſneſs muſt be ſubſequent. to 
Uaity : But I mult be what 1 am (viz. one or more) 


. 
The Being what I am, is the 8 of; — 


knowing what Jam; and not vice verſd. The Truth 
of conlcious | Knowledge depends upon the Truth of 
Things, and not the Truth of Things upon that of 
our Knowledge. Conſciouſneſs, being a perſonal Act, 
does not conſtitute, but pre: ſuppoſe, the Perſonality z 
from which the Perſonal Act reſults. I might fur- 
ther add, that if YO U are only one compound Being, 
(you ſhould have faid Perſon) becauſe you are con- 
ſcious, then you put off Unity and Perſonality, like 
your Cloaths, when you fall aſleep; and reſume it 
again, when you awake. In ſhort, Subſtance is what 
it is; one or more, whether conſcious or unconſcious 3 


and Conſciouſneſs; which is nothing but Knowledge, 


cannot alter the Nature of Things. Your! Scheme 
bears à Reſemblance to Doctor CLARK EISs : He 
made Neceſiy, in the Order of our Ideas, the 
Ground of the Subſtance, whoſe: Attribute it was 3 
and you imagine Self-Conſciouſneſs to be the Ground of 


 Self-Sub/ſftence, _—_ She ed muſt be Jy to ihe 


Conſciouſneſs. 


Having chew your new. + Scion to be W 


tory; I proceed in the next Place to remove the 
Objections againſt the orthodox Scheme; which you 


call (not very conſiſtently with a certain Quality, 
which is a dae ggg Part of FW Sunk unin 
OE ptr 9 5 | 
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Parts of Subſtance to ſuc 
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I hope you will not tax me, for the future, with 


apt Injuſtice for ſaying, Nun were quitting tobat you 


did underſtand for what Jou' did not (ue): 11. 


A — 


But what i is 8 Hagen 7 i our Wotton of 
Perſon ſuch ? It is at leaſt as intelligible as that of 


Subſtance, Which is an undetermined Something, an 
- #hknown Support of certain Modes. It is as much 


above your Comprehenſion to conceive how ene Per- 
ſon (ſuppoſing only one) being infinitely-extended, 


conſiſting of an infinite Diverſity of Parts, ſhould 
be yet one Subſtance 3/ as how the three Perſons 
. ſhould be on God: The Trinity is one Subſtance, 
becauſe wndivided 4 not ene Perſon, becauſe diſtiu- 


guiſbed into more intelligent Agents than one, '&c. 


Each of the intelligent Agents is Being, becauſe ex- 


ing; but not Beings, becauſe they do not exiſt /e- 


Porath Diſtinct Perſonal Properties no more 4% 
umi (though they ditinguiſh) the Subſtance ; than 


diſtinct circumſcriptive Properties, determining the 
1 or ſuch a Part of Space 
and Diſtance, diſunite it, or make it ceaſe to be one. 


Tou charge me with ringing Changes upon the Diſ- 


tinction of divided Subſtance and diſtinét Subſtance, 
But, are diſtinct and divided ſynonymous Terms ? * 
17. TIndivifibility any Obſtruction to Diſtincdtiun? 


Conſider once more, That inexhauſtible Power 
th wields ſo many maſſy Bodies as the Planets in 


dur ſolar Syſtem” (and beyond it, if the fixed Stars 


are each of them attended with their reſpective Reti- 
nue of revolving Orbs) and that unfathomable V 

- which adjuſts ſuch Variety of Movements with- 

out Oy — Now where there is infinite 

\ Power 
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Power and Wiſdom, there muſt be a wiſe and power- 
ful Subſtance. That Subſtance which regulates the 
Revolution of the Planets in the fixed Stars, muſt 
bo diſftin#?, in Place, Situation and Aion, from the 
particular Subſtance, which bids our Planets here go 
their inceſſant Round: and yet it is not divided; be- 
cauſe there is one uninterrupted Chain of Being 
without any Chaſm, Gap, or Diſcontinuity. Juſt 
as we call an Argument one, where each Link of the 
Chain adheres neceſſarily to the other enn | 
Wremen nene N 
When therefore you ſay, that Subſance an to 
—— of different Subſtances, you run coun- 
ter to your own Scheme (where each of your three 
diſtin - Beings will, according to this ng of argu- 
ing, be \Subpances infinite in Number) and to the 
common Senſe of Mankind; which never gives the 
Name of Subſtances, but where the Parts are diſban- 
ded, or capable of diſbanding and taking different 
Routs. Matter indeed is not Subſtance, but an 
Heap of Subſtances; becauſe it conſiſts of un- united 
independent Parts. But when the Parts are ſo in- 
violably wedded; chat there is no divorcing this from 
that; ſuch a Being we call truly One: the Parts be- 
ing elſentially united. View then each Link of the 
Chain together. The three Perſons are Subſtance 
and Subſtance eſſentially united, having each of 
chem the diſtinctive Characters of J, Thou, He, not 
| iſhed into more intelligent Agents Sub- 
Peg in Union with Subſtance doth not make Sub- 
- is therefore not three Gods Doth not pre- 
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in every Part: which amounts to the ſame Thing in 


bein, will fall impotently to the Ground. 
Alt even compels Tou 10 came (uolens e In 
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* 


If you anſwer, that the Hypotheſis of abt Divine 


Hutemſion may be ill grounded; I will grant it; but 


it does not affect hat I contend, for: that Subſtance 
and Subſtance in Union do not make Subſtances, 
which deſtroys your Scheme. For, ſince the E- 
fence muſt, be where the Eſſential Attributes are; 
ſince. the Eſſential Attributes, Wiſdom, Power, 8c. 


diſplay themſelves, cyery-where 3 the whole Eſſence, 


upon the Scheme of Non · Extenſion, muſt act here 


the whole Eſſence muſt act there and the whole | 


Eſſence epery-wherez whole in the whole, and whole 


the laſt Reſort. As long as the Propoſition before- 
mentioned ſtands it's Ground (which will be as long 


as there is any ſqund, unbiaſſed Senſe to diſcern that 


What is veceſſarily united muſt be One) the main Ob- 
ions, which bear the hardeſt upon the Doctrine 
of the J rinity-dnd:Satisfaftion from Arianiſm and, Tr 


{ gen 


the ſame Scheme, and preſſes: Lou into the ſame 


Setvice. For, hat Lou call three, diſtinct, infinite 


Beirigs, muſt be Subſtance united to Subſtance hy 
an unalienable Attachment, and conſequently mak 
not three diſtinct e e nor therefore three diſ- 


tinct Beings. *q i 16.4 "> 997457; UI i 115 


df you will be r Sen ts ee without 


Idquiring::into the mute Circumſtances, - or em- 


_ bracing any particulur Explication of the 'Ubiquity'; 
this is what L adyiſe you to concerning the Trinity. 
And indeed i in theſe high Points we are like People 
6 | | * 
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upon Harſhy Ground. We may ſkim Iightly over the 
Surface. But if we fix our Foot ; if we dwell too 
long upon any particular Spot; we fink irrettievably, 
and the more we a to 01 as. the more as 
are gravelled. . , 

What you objec, in Abfres is my Pifſerips; is 
fs very ingenious. and diverting, that T can ſcarce 
find in my Heart to examine it. 'T had ſaid, that to 
be ſovereign was no Eſſential Perfection 
of the Deity : If it were, he muſt have been Law. 
giver 4 . when there were no Beings to give 
Laws to. Upon which you comment thus: Take a 
Specimen of your Reaſoning, ſay you, ' Goodneſs | '3s 10 
Effential Perfetnion of the Dtity; for then muſt" He 
have been good ab zterno ; good before there were uny 
 ereated Bings to be good to. The ſame may be faid 
of God's Fufftice. _—— Do you call this: a Specimen of 
my Reaſoning ? Sure you do not think me ſo ſenſe 
leſs. The Attributes of God”are! t6 be conſidered 
either ad intra, or ad extra; S either as iuberent in God, 
or; as manifeſted by Him. God then was internally 
Gobd, Wiſe, &c. ab æterno, before he exerted thoſe 
Attributes: But to be an internal Laugiver is a 
Contradiction in Terms. God is Good by an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of Nature. But then thè Exertion of 
Bit bin infinite and unerring Per fettion i in the Capacity 
of 2 Lategiver is perfectly free. He might have 
created no Beings, or none that there would have 
been any Occaſion to give Laws to; or he may an- 
minilate them, FIis Goodneſs and Wiſdom are E 
 ſential to Him: But his Manifeſtution of that Good- 
"neſs or Wiſdom, in this or that particular Manner of 
Acting. is a If you will ſay, that it is ne- 


— 
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ceſſary to us that he ſhould be Laugiver, ſtaute re= 

mm Hypothefi : I anſwer, this is only a conditional 
eceſſity : and farther; that, upon a Suppoſition of 

three Perſons in the Deity, it is no more neceſſary 

that the Son ſhould be ſupreme Lawgiver,; than that 

the: Father ſhould, be Fudge at the laſt Day. Though 


the ſame Attributes are veſted in Both, yet Both.need 


not diſplay them in bis or that particular Scheme of 
Action. Till then more forcible Objections are 


brought, 1 muſt til conclude ;. that what I have ad- 
vanced in my Poſſeript is a good ane, of Jour 


main Difficultx. e re] + "ng 
2 comparing 5 ſcatered. a r 
Letter, which you bring together concerning the 
Merits of our Saviour, I find a plain Contradiction. 


| L need not point it out to you; who had, lam ſure, 


h e it, and. nere <nough 
t paſs it by. 1 5 4 

If the Divinity, -irreſiſtibly 3 the a 
nity, and made it intirely paſſive, then it did not exalt 
and perfect, but deſtroy the human Nature, it made 


it a mere Machine; but if it did not irreſiſtibly con 
troul it, then our Saviour's human Nature is as 


intitled to the Glory of ſinleſs Feen. as e 


and Archangels. PW of 
be human, Nature of Fang » it's * - 


the Will of GOD, did no more than what, as @ Crea- 
ture, was its Duty to do : Conſequently, by your own 
May of arguing, it could not merit. The Merit then 


| of his Sufferings, if they could . have any Merit, ef 
| hh from the Sufferings of a Divine Perſon. 


„ Anſwer, Though the Safferings were the Suffer- K 
ings Men; yet the OHation v was the Oblation 2 
5 | God. 


— 
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God. We are redeemed, not with any —_— 
Thing, but with the precious Blood of Cbriſt, who,” by 
Bic eternal Spirit,” or Se „ er _ withou 
Spot to God: 
And this AR of the Deivy, thus offering up his . 
human Nature, is, I think, ſufficient, all Circum- 
2 being taken into the Account, to conſtitute 
Merit. Becauſe, as I obſerved in my former, all 
. — ſhine with borrowed Light, with Merit 
not their own: that is, with no Merit at all. They 
have nothing independent of their Creator. But our 
Saviour, who was God as well as Man, could, out 
of his own peculiar Fund, diſcbharge our Debt. He, 
as God, had an independent Power over his human 
Nature. And to offer up what was his own IDE 
PENDENTLY, what was endeared to him by a perſo- 
nal Union, by a free and voluntary Act, may be, I 
hope, allowed to be meritorious ;' or elſe J have no 
Notion of Merit. Either then you are to prove, 
that no ſupernatural Means were neceſſary for our 


Atonement —— or," that God would not, or could 


not, find out any ſuch Means or, that he could 
have contrived a better Expedient. For the firſt, 
ſee Law, and my former Letter. The ſecond is 
too derogatory to God's Power and Goodneſs for you 
to aſſert. The laſt ſeems impoſſible. Becauſe, ſin- 
gle out what Angel or Archangel you pleaſe for your 
- Purpoſe, this expiatory Sacrifice will have all the 
| Excellency (viz. a perfect Model of Virtue, with- 
out any Alloy of Vice) that any other can have : 
and will beſides be ennobled with diſtinguiſhing Ex- 
cdellencies of it's own. For the perſonal Union will 
blen „ Glory on whatever NG i 
nearly 


| 
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nearly and ePparabiy allied to- the Deity, than any 
Creature beſides can have. To confirm which we 
may obſerve, thar the Son of Man is placed abe 


the Angels, where they are ſaid to be ignorant of the 


Day | of Fudgment. And whatever was deficient in 
this Sacrifice, if there was any Deficiency, was, or 
might be, made up by the infinite Merits of the Ot. 


ferer: ſuperadded to it, and placed to aur Account. 


Thus, God was in tbe World reconciling the Warld to 
* Ee eee the Autbar Gi . enen, 


2 4 ae Merits eee were, we + not 


inquire. A Man may know he is ranſomed by ano- 
ther from Captivity, without knowing the particular 


ud, Manner and Value: of the Ranſom. It is 
enaugh we know, that a Div 

bimſelf in this Affair. We muſt diſtinguiſh between 

che Zquivalency of the Atonement and the Merit of 


ne \ Perſon intereſted 


it. The Equivalency conſiſted in this, that as one 


intelligent Being is more valuable than the whole 
Maſs of inſenſate Matter; ſo one faultleſs Pattern of 
Nenfection is of more Worth than a whole World of 
_ Ginful:Creatures. '''The Aerit of it, as far as our ge- 


reach, conſiſted in this, not 


neral confuſed Ne ions 


rercligbvcly of any other Means of meriting unknown 


tous j chat the. Oblation was the free, unconſtrained | 
AX of One, more worthy than any Creature, offer- 


ang up what was his own, and wipes a een | 
| of Man's Salvation. . 5 
| 10 enliven this dry Subject "oO an en 6 


I wonder why thoſe Writers, who fancy 


he Seile oft Being to riſe gradually from Matter, in 
A regular Gradation, * Franſition from 


whos Species 
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Species to another, till they make near Approaches 


to Infinity, do not ſuppoſe our Saviour, 
of both Natures, to be the intermediate Link amen. 
an uncreated Being and Creatures; as they imagine 
Man to be the Nexus utriuſque mundi, and to fill up 
the Gap between the intellectual and the animal Gi 
tion; This, you will ſay, is a wild Thought. But 
we fanciful Writers, when once we fly out, pennis 
non homini datis, into that mighty Void, where 
wiedge fails, will people the Vacancy with Ideal 
Phantoms and Creatures of our own Brain. 
But this puts me in Mind of the Concluſion of your 
| ee I am no more for digeſting manifeſt Ab ſurdi- 
ties than you are. But 1 ſee no Abſurdity here, ex- 
cept this be one; that Creatures of Leſterday ſhould 
pretend to go to the Bottom of an infinite. Subject 
with a very ſcanty Line. The moſt ſubſtantial Proat 
we can give of our Knowledge and Judgment is, to 
| have a deep Senſe, and to make an humble Acknow- 
ledgment, of our Iguorance and Incapacity to judge 
about theſe high Things. An Atheiſ or Manichear 
would argue thus: Such a Thing appears to me ma- 
nifeſtly evil therefore, Creation not the Work of 
a good God —— therefore, no over-ruling Provi- 


dence at the Helm. Juſt ſo you argue; ſuch aDoc- 


trine appears to me manifeſtly abſurd therefore 
Scripture not the Word of God. Whereas Both be- 
gin at the wrong End. Superior and uncontrouled 
Miracles, ſuch as raiſing the Dead, creating Bread, 
c. do as much prove the Scripture to be the Word 
of God, as the common ſtated Courſe of Things 
Prove an ovet-ruling Providence. That being once 

granted; you are no more at Liberty torejeta a Dece 

06 | trint, | 
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* - rites becauſe it may appear to you abſurd, than a 


Manichæan or Atheiſt is to reject a good Providence, 
becauſe ſuch a Pbænomenon may appear to him evil. 
And Both ſhould conſider, whether it be not more 
 eaſy'to conceive that this Phenomenon, or that Doc- 

| fine, may Poſſibly admit of a rational Solution ;z than 

that what is atteſted by ſuch Miracles ſhould be 
falſe; or that there ſhould be no Providence. It is 

Zou then that are going to take away the Criterion of 
Certainty, by ſuppoſing, that what is ſtamped with 

the Seal of God is manifeſtly abſurd.” What you ſay 

above, that God may permit very ſtrong eee 
Proofs from Miracles without being” ſaid to tempt us, 
does not come up to the Point. For our Proceſs is 
this — Nothing can unſetile the Courſe of Nature 
nn ſuch a Train of ſuperior Miracles, as raiſing the 
Dead, &c, but He who ſettled the Courſe of it, viz. 

' God: God will not lend his Power, or act himſelf 

' (which is widely different from permitting a Thing to 

de done) to authorize a Falſhood—— Conſequently, 


' there is no Falſhood : Unleſs a Thing may be at once 


Tir an atteſted by God, es NG 
Reaſon. „ 

Tou may ſay, that we have: only. a oral Gers 
* that the Miracles were wrought; but an abſo- 
- ute Certainty that the Doctrine is falſe—— A Mani 

<bean would undoubtedly reaſon. in the ſame Man- 
er upon his Principles; but neither of you can 
prove your ſeveral Concluſions. I anſwer farther 5 
that though the Kinds of Evidence, viz. abſolute Cer- 
Fainty, moral Certainty, Probability, are very diſtinct, 
| mou: the loweſt _ of the one (as, 


„ 
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and the "higheft Degree of another (as moral. Cer- 
tainty); yet where they make near Approaches, tlie 
are undiſtinguiſhable. Juſt as in the Rainbow, one 
Colour falls away ſo gradually, and another riſes 


ſo inſenſibly, that we ſee the Variety without being 


able to diftinguifh' exactiy Where — one e begins, and 


the other ends: . 1 | 
i | * l. 33 111117. > Ci 213 | 7% q it RN 
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Thus 6s lb att FE ar est are, in Wide Ci 
ſes, parted às it were by an inviſible Line. And 


though Proofs of Matter of Fact fall under the Head 


of moral Certainty; yet we may be as abſolutely ſute 


that King Cbarler the Fitſt loſt his Head, and 


that Julius Cæſar was ſtabbed in the Senate-Houſe, 
as we can of ſome Mathematical Demonſtrations. 

J need not apply this to Chriſtianity. I do not 
put the Iſſue of my Cauſe ſolely upon Proofs from 


Matter of Fact: Several others are to be taken into 


the Account, particularly the intrinf c Excellency of 
the Scriptures. For I cannot conceive how a. Set of 
 6bſcure Men could more fully unfold, and more 
ſtrongly enforce, every Branch of Religion without 


the Aſſiſtance of God, than all the Lawgivers and - os 
Philoſophers from the Beginning of the World to 


that Time: carrying it to ſuch an Height, that 


whatever attempts to go beyond it, is viſionary and. 


Romantic; and whatever falls /bort of it is jejune and 
defective. 
If I have dropt any Expreſſion that bears hard up- 


en you, or ſeems to ſhew the leaſt Diſregard for you, 
1 4 A a 70 will | 
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I will * it, and beg your Pardon; ſincerely d. 


ring the Continuance of that Friend which 1 


take to be an Happincſs;, as well as an, Honour, to 
me. If there be any Thing that 


you may think a 
N Compliment; it is, I aſſure you, A half ſo 
much as what I have ſaid of you in your 

Here I could expatiate. — But when che Heart is 
full of Eſteem, affectionate Sentiments, and undiſ- 
ſembled Love, there is no © che Pen within 
certain Bounds. I therefore forbear Only do me 


the Juſtice to believe, that I never wrote any Thing 


with more Sincerity than what follows: That you 
may live long and happily, chat you may defend the 
moſt valuable Thing in the World, ianity (and 
I believe you — with your with IN with 
* | A” 2603 
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i ERF 16 to a oh , ter * Model of your 1 laſt 
Wi. ; 1 55 the Conteſt between us would con- 
fiſt ff theſe. three Things ; ; Firſt, Who could ſay ſay the 
ba —_ Things of one another: Secongly, Who 
CO 55 u Jay 11 5 Things againſt one another ; 
Ph ho. could produce the ſtrongeſt Ar- 


- * 


| 8 0 ſupport bis own, Notions. ©, * 

"7 fa muſt chiefly keep to the aſt of theſe : des clining 
the Frt,. becauſe it is too copigus; ; and the ſecond, 
becauſe bo Barren. 5 mi gh. indeed be very ſevere, 
Bit then lt. wor uld be u myſelf. The Arrow 
might be drawn to the Maak and levelled with a 
| dexterous Aim; z but, could not reach a Meri t which 
towers to ſo uncommon an Height as your 85 It 
J 

is with fome Keluctance I tell you, that it was 
unmanly and ungenerous to point your Hoſtilities 
againſt me, when you Knew it was not-in, my Power 
to make Reprizals upon you. Do but become like | 
me, poſitive and confident combating . your. own 
Shadow, beating the Air; in ſhort, labouring under 
a deplorable Want of common Senſe : Give me but 
one Inch of Ground | to ſet 1 my Foot upon, and you 
; will find that I can ſhake'even'the Weight of your 
Character. But while I conſider You as a Gentle- 


man 8 uncommon Senſe and Merit, 18 


+; 2 f 
1 4 
. 7 G 1 p * 
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*. G 5 f , "R 
A 5 2 or N ith 
5 * x. F * Y 
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8 With Wit well-natur'd, and with Books well- 
| et L OG 37 23 4 4 by ad ' 2 


| Ic cannot ſatyrize . is no Subject of Satyr. a For 
D 2000 then to provoke me to enter the Liſts with 
Jou, by pointing your Raillery againſt me for. Page 
ier, was (1 will "repeat the Charge) "as 00 0 
as if Man, WhO Was invülnerable 1 75 F to 
Fo dot, ſhould. challenge 2 weak, descderleg Creature 
to Hog le Combat——But, enough of This. A 
280 ie following Letter you will find bende Things 
4 le flightly "th either becauſe 1 thought they 4 bad 
not much Weight, or becauſe 1 thought them ant 
_—-: N 8 "already. | 1 would | willingly lay. down. this as 
ule to go by (t ough it it is ten to One, but t hat, | 
myfelf deviate from it) vz: to take Notice of of no- 
thing but what i is really a Difficulty, Z and to 09k no- 
| thing that is really rp to keep, clot . tot he e 
Y of the Cauſe, and to pare off Luxuriancies, 5 
| With this View - 4 will not defend my Inte 
about a Pine. Apple, : and; a Pomegranate 501 e 
| think. it indefenſible, but becauſe I think i it  mpertinent, 
or unneceffary to determine the Point in Debate 
5 find, a little lower, you will diſagres with me, 
Where we do not really differ.” The middle Term, you 
fay, : is not the Divine Nature ; F but, the. Unity = the 
Divine Nature. Very well: and do not L ſay the 
very fame? I having faid, that © the Manner of the 
0 [Divine Unity .w Was  incomprebenſib Ble; z” you thence 
would conclude, that it is unintelligible ; 3.48 if Jncom- 
prehenſible and Unintelligible muſt have the fame Si gni- 
fication, Notwithſtanding you, both here and elſe- 
a * ' | . where; 


4 
/ 
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where, confound them; it would | be an Afﬀront to 
your Underſtanding to point out the Diſtinction be- 
tween them. My Account of Unity is, it ſeems, to 


you very looſe and indeterminate; and you cannot diſ- 


caver hom a wide Unitarian differs from a Tritheiſt. If 
you conſult Biſhop Burris Catholick Doctrine of the 


Trinity, you will find, that the Imputation of Tri- 


theiſm is never to be faſtened but on thoſe who divide 
the Subſtance. Suppoſe then a Perſon, who was in- 


veſted with a Power of working ſuperior Miracles, 


ſhould tell me; that in the Divine Subſtance there 
was a triple Diſtinction: greater than that of three 
mere Modes and Relations; and yet Jeſs than that of 
thiee diſtinct Men or Angels. My Ideas here are 
merely negative —— A Diſtinction in the Divine 
Nature not that of three Modes, —— not tliat 
of three diſtinct Sybſtances : yet J may give a ra- 
tional Aſſent to this Doctrine; becauſe I cannot 
prove it to be impoſſible. Not diſtin##ly perceiving 
the Divine Nature, I cannot diftin#ly perceive a Con- 


tradiction in the Nature of the Thing; and nothing, 
but a Contradiction and Impoſſibility can be a Bar to 


the Belief of a Doctrine atteſted by Miracles. But 


ſhould the fame Perſon aſſert, that the Divine Sub- | 


ſtance was ene, yet ſevered by a gya x4ous (a great 
Gulph or Diſcontinuity ;) this Propoſition I could 
not admit; becauſe I clearly perceive, that what is 


diſunited cannot be one. The ſhort of the Matter is 
this. Whatever is one, muſt be indiviſum in ſe. But 


Tritheiſm ſuppoſes the re wn or bits. tam of the 
Subſtance, | 

Thus my 
lame and inadequate, is too frist to admit of the 
Name of 7. ritbeiſm, and yet wide enough to take in 
+8 ad 2 three 
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85 The Third L Er T rf: ; 
hong n intelligent Agents into the ſame Di- 


vine Eſſence. And whoever pretends, from the ne- 


gative Ideas of Jndiuiſibility, and Simplicity (or, a 


Negation of heterogeneous Mixtures) to prove, that 
no Kind of Union whatever is ſufficient to make moro 


Perſons one Being; will ſoon: find, that He is to work 

up a 1 0 e oy not euer 2295 7 

to build upon. e | 
ain _ be, 5007 fog FV 

«6, * Parvs per 7 2 2 . dere 
N our 8 hill Flog Wa overſet, or c carried 
va with every Wind of Doltrine. 

For my Part, I ſtill own, I want your diſcerning 
F aculty to find out the neceſſary Connexion between 
indiviſible and undiſtinguiſbable. Diſtinction and Diviſion 
ſeem, to my dull Apprehenſion, two different Ideas. 
Lou will aſk me, no Doubt, what Diſtindtion That 
is, Which is neither a Diſtinction of three Nodes, 
nor yet a Diſtinction of three Subſtances: 1: To which 
I anſwer, that Subſtance and Subſtance united is more 
than three Modes, and yet not three Subſtances : 
becauſe whatever is eſſentially united, is one Subſtance. 

Jou aſk, Is the Subſtance of the ſecond Perſon 
<« the ſame numerical Subſtance with that of the N 2 
T7 ©,” 92 4g. 8 

4 wiſh YOu e 8 10 bg me 
with fixing ſome certain Principle of Individuation, 
that I might know what makes one numerical Sub- 
| Nance, according to your Philoſophy. Kore te 

Let me prevail upon you, to add this Favour to 


your WE In Jour 60s Letter. ewes was b plea- 
it 9843 0 3 91 : Nd 1 1 * 34 1 A . : A ws fed 
vomit; | E 
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ſed to honour me with a new Tritheiftical Hypothe- 

ſis, which was highly diverting; though, 1 muſt 
comſeſs, not very edifying. In your laſt, as there is 
no End of your Favours, You advance (ſolely with 


a View to my Entertainment) a new Scheme, viz. 


the mite Extenſion of the Divine Subſtance, mak- 
ing the Deity to be no more than commenſurate. to hit 
Forks,” that is (for it is the only Senſe the Word 
commenſurate bears) no more than co- extended with 
them as far as they reach. Proceed, Great Sir, to 
crown your repeat 
ter· piece of an adventurous Fancy: namely, an At. 
tempt to fix the Principle of Individuation. Till you 
have done that, give me Leave to uſe the Word Nu- 
MERICAL with due Latitude; and to think, that it 
may admit of a larger or a Aritter Senſe. 
For Inſtance; according to your new Scheme of 


the Amited Extenſion of the Deity, (I know you will 
be pleaſed that I rake ſo much Notice of a Stranger- 


Hypotbefis, which is endeared to me by no Circum- 


ſtance but it's Relation to You ) 1 would aſk, whe- 


thier this Subſtance, which is commenſurate to the 
Earth, be numerical, or no? In the Aridi Senſe of 
te Word it muſt, except chere can be a Medium be- 
iween—— Being and No-Being : Ik mult be one n. 
merical Part, and that is one Berng. 
cept you will admit as many Sul ftancrs as there are 


Parts in your finitely-extended Deity, it muſt be in a 
larger Senſe one numerical Subftance with That which 


is commenſurate to the Sun, to the fixed Stars, Ac. 


But, whether you will reject, or no, your 2 m2 
Hypotheſis, I wilt leave you to diſprove, that This 
Subſtance can act diftinftly from That when it is # 


A a 4 2 


Kindneſſes with this laſt Maſ- 


And yet, ex- | 
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' vi/ibly united to it and conſequently (in my Sei ſe 


of the Word Numerical one Subſtance with it. 


Jam ſenſible. you would be uneaſy, if 1 ſhould 
diſmiſs y your Hypotheſis, thus, without being more 
particular in my Regard to it. That you may not 


therefore complain of my Coldneſs and Indi ference to 
any Thing of your 's, I ſhall ſpend a little more of 


my Time upon it, and pay my Compliments, in an am- 


| pler Manner. 


If the Deity be only commenſurate to his Works, $1 ; 
all He either can act beyond the Confines of this 


World, or He cannot. If he can; then His Ex- 
ö iſtence, according to you, reaches beyond i it's Verge. 


For norhing can act where i it is not; any more than 
it can act whey. it is not. If He cannot act beyond 
this determinate Sphere, then there muſt be ſome - 
thing to obſtruct Him. For a mere Nothing cannot 
be a Bar to his Action. And the extra- mundane 
Void! is a mere Nothing. N know that the Tran/lator . 
of Archbiſhop KinG quotes Ee1scop1vs to prove it 
an *Abſurdity, that the Deity ſhould be in an extra- 
mundane Void. Becauſe to be in a Place, ſup⸗ | 
e poſes the Deity to take a Denomination or real Ha- 
<«"bitude from the Place in which he is. But he can- 
ci not "derive a real Habitude from Nothing.” But 
notwithſtanding this, I would aſk ; —— Was the 
Deity in the Void, where the World now is, before 
He produced it? If He was, then He may exiſt in 
the extra-mundane Negation of Matter beyond the 
Scene of his Operations, as well as He did in this 


Void, before the mundane Syſtem was in Being. If 


He was not, then how could He exert His Power, 


5 wher c His Subſtance Was not: ? This. would be to hang 


| Power 


* 2 4 a 
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Power in a literal Senſe, as Job does the Earth in a 
 Higurative, upon Nothing. It would be to build Caſ- 
tles in the Air, without any Foundation. 
You are apt, it ſeems, to ſubſcribe in the Negative. | 
te. the Immenſity or Infinity of the Deity —— But can 
you really ſet Bounds to that Being bam the Hea-. 
Den, and the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain? Can 
you ſay to him,  Hitherto ſbalt thou come, and no far- 
ther ; and here ſhall thy Exiſtence be ſtayed ? This is 
all we mean by Infinite, viz. A Negation of Bounds, 
If the Deity be not Infinite or Immenſe, then He 
muſt either be bounded by Himſelf, or by ſome Other © 
or by ſome Impoſſibility in the Nature of the 
Thing. Not by Himſelf For He neceſſarily is, 
what He is. He cannot therefore admit of any Di- 
minution or Increaſe even from Himſelf much 
leſs can He admit of theſe from any Other, both 
for the ſame Reaſon, and becauſe whatever limits, 
mu be ſuperior to what is limit Not, by any 
Impoſſibility in the Nature of the Thing; for it is 
no more impoſſible for the Deity to be infinite in 
his Exiſtence than in his Duratian. He who is infi- 
nite in one Perfection, may be infinite in all. There 
can be no. Limitation, where there is no Limiter, 
For Limitation being an Effect muſt ſuppoſe a Cauſe. | 
But Extenſion, you ſay, infers Parts; and Parts, 
Number ; and Number, Limitation. I am not obliged 
to defend Extenſion any more than you; and conſe- 
quently am not ſolicitous whether this be a juſt An- 
ſwer: That, by Number you either mean actual 
Number, or the Power of Numbering. It is true, 
that actual Number can never be infinite, becauſe 
what we actually number cannot be numberleſs: But 


ſtill our Power of Numbering can have no Bounds, 
Which is too plain to dwell upon. As far as we do 
actually number, it cannot be infinite. "ow fein, we 
muſt conceive an infinite Surplus behind.” 
Though you triumph over nie in an bene 
Manner, I no more grant inforite Extemfon than you 
- do. And yet you ſuppoſe it, as Well as F do, in 
your former Letter. I can ſhew you the Paſſage: 
would not willingly ſuppoſe the Deity - to be 
«meaſurable by Yards, Ells, and Poles; but then 
IL cannot help'conceiving fomething Analogous to 
« Extenfion. For univerfil Action fuppofes the 
<,miverfal, ſubſtantial Prefence of the Deity, and 
« univerſal, ſubſtantial Prefence itifers fomething ana- 
<«. ſogons to Extenſion.” WHERE and Prack ere 
 UTerms relative to the ſpacious extended E Mente. 
Be it ſo; then ! doubt the Deity will be extended. 
For can we hv, and move, and bude onr Being * 
> God, and yer that very Being in ²]˙m we' Ide, &c. 
net be piclent, * we 9 oy 1 "i have | 


our Being? ihn +" 
From thoſe manifeſt Tikes off DIVE Win | 


dem, which appear through the whole Occonotfy of 
 Natnre, we infer that there is every-where a wife 
Cauſe ſubſiſting. The whole World is, in this Reſ- 
pect, as it were one great Temple; where, as in the 
Fauiſb, the Shechingh, or | Divine Preſence, fhines | 
__ canfeſt in a viſible Glory. Give me Leave to cite, 
ſor this Purpoſe, an admirable Paſſage in Crcxno, 
pe Milone, which I do not remember to have ſeen 
quoted: ER, eſt profecte illa Vis (calgſtis) neque 
as As Corporibus, atque in hac Imbecillitate π6 
„ quiddam n fentiat; „ 
In | tanta ; 
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* tanto Nature,” tam præclaro Motu: 2 ni forts id 
6 circo eſſe non putant, quia non apparet, nec cer- 
«- nitur : proinde quaſi noſtram ipſam mentem, qui 55 
« ſapimus, qui providemus, quã hæe ipſa agimus ac 
dicimus, videre, aut plane qualis, aut ubi ſit ſen⸗ 
K tire poſſimus, You might as well fancy that the 
Soul can perceive the Images of Things, and ac- 
tuate the Body, without being preſent in the Brain; 
as that the Deity can invigorate al Nature without | 
being preſent every-where. | The only Queſtion at 
preſent 1 is; not whether the Deity be everywhere, 
or in 3 Place; but, wherher hg bees or n ee 
tended? en 
If the Deity be it * Bande 
ani in this Point of Space, muſt be either all the 
| Divine Subſtance, or not all. There can be no more 
a Medium (upon a Suppoſition of the Deity's act- 
ing in this Place) between either the whole Subſtance 
being here, or not the whole; than there can between 
Being or not Being; betweeen material or not material. 
And you might as well affirm, that the Deity is nei- 
ther extended nor un- extended; as affirm,” that He is 
neither totus in toto, nor yet Part berę, and Part 
there. If you ſay, it is the whole' Subſtance that 
acts here, then the Divine Subſtance is exbauſted here, 
and there can be no Remainder left to fill” the Hea- 
ven, &cc. For there cannot be more than All. The 
Fulueſ of the Deity, this Scheme ſuppoſes, is en- 1 
gtoſſed by this Part; And yet it is not engroſſed ei- = 
ther. For it ſubſiſts whoſe in another Part; and, ſo 1 
on in inſinitum. If you ſay, it is not the whole, then 
| N of qe _—_ prone. pn.) of the Exten- | 
e 2 ä fon 
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Scheme readily, if the Difficulty of tatus in toto did 
not haunt it too. For upon the Hypotheſis of Ex- 
tenſion, either the eſſential Attributes are co-extend- 
ed with the Eſſence, or they are not. If they are 
nded, then there will be Ells, and Yards, 


and Miles of abe divine Carſcicuſaes.;r But äf they 


ant not, then, as the Eſſence cannot be without the 
Eſſential Attributes, they muſt be either Part here 
and Part there, which would be to make as many 
diſtin& Conſciouſneſſes as Went are Darts or they 
muſt be 0a in toto. 


I know not how ds over theſe Difficulties 


without having Recourſe to the Scheme of Analogy 


which the Cambridge-Wits, for whom I have a very 


great Regard, generally declare againſt. The Deity 


muſt be a Being whom no Place can | exclude, and 5 


none include or circumſcribe. And if we may argue 
from our imperfect Ideas; Either his immaterial 
Subſtance muſt be all and intire with every Part of 


the corpareal Subſtance, it has an immediate Commu- 
nication with -— or it muſt be nde n * | 


Part; ſo that they ſhall be co-extended. - 


f chen you can believe the Deity to be . 


2 though you ęannot conceive the Manner of His 


Quamipreſence, Why cannot you believe the Trinity in 


Unity, though you cannot conceive how three, in 
one. Reſpect, ſnould be ane in another? You, believe 


the Former, becauſe you can prove the Reality of 
the Thing from Neaſen; why do you not then aſſent 


the Latter, becauſe you can prove it from Serip- 
ture? The Scripture was no more written to explain 
ia of the * than Reaſon was given 


JJͤͤf!! 8 
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you to pla the Maudus of the Divine Ubiquity. 
But you have a-fingulat Fancy, That the Scrip- 
* ture aſſerts three diſtinct Divine Beings If you 
can make out, that ĩt aſſerts three ſeparate or ſepat 
radle Beings, the Proof will be as valuable a Curis- 
ſity-as. your Principle of 'Individuation, for which 1 
am to be indebted to you. If you cannot; whats 
ver falls ſhort of this will be, _—_ mt LEE to fag, 
impertinent. * ef ell en 5 482 
The next Article is that of ni 3 wich ** 
define by an 'una/teruble 'Permanetcy; and an infinite 
Ability w exit <= two different Ideas. For infinite 
Ability to exiſt is no more infinite Permanency ort 
Duration; than yeur Ability to anſwer this Letter is 
aun actual Anſwer to- irt. You deny both the ererndl 
"Sueteffon and erernal Now - that” js, according to 
your Scheme, the” Deity / neither ekiſts ll at ont; 
nor yet not all” at ones, or ſueceſſively; and if yo 
ean believe this, gya A, your Fuith. F. or yu Patt 
1 Hüdd it impoffibie to doübt, chat the Deity has not 
xilted longer Today, than he had done Yeſterday? 
and conſequently that he exiſts SecESSTISb ELV: And 
whae neceſſarily extorts my Aſſent, I-muſt believe to 
bertrue I argue farther,” that a Surceſſon of Open 
tion neceſſarily ſoppoſes a Saber, of Duration. He 
who as not all at once, exiſts not all at once, 
But the Deity acts not all at once. He, who 
created the World in fix Days, redeemed Man- 
kind ſome Thouſand Years after; who will deſtroy 
it in Time to come, and then judge it; He, I ſay, 
operates ſucceſſively: and what operates fucceſſively, 
endures. ſucceſſively. If paſt, preſent, and future may 
be applied to the Operations 4 the Deity, then they 
muſt be applied to the Deity operating. * 


* 


Je his: Tas r ER. 


This is, little Jeſs than a Demonſtration of the furs 
agfive Exiſtence : And yet I will not deny that it is 
clagged with ifcxtricable; Difficulties ; far greatet 
than any the: Trinity is embarraſſed with. If I had 
A2 Mind to pantieularize them, I could pour upon 
vou an, Inundation of Metaphyſies. But I chuſe ra- 
2 refer yquſto the Writers mention in my 


4 JV 7 2 8.1 (11 ln Ar 11197 64 143. p £4 #4 155 * 1 gt b „ 


"The next Article that falls $9 your Canide. 
= is che Diyine Preſtieng s mon od To 
Jo convince you of the 8 of. FT TI "RY 
vour Depch; and that there may be an apparent Con- 
tradiction, here there is not a tal one, I aſked yon, 
PHoes it not ſdem to imply a Contradiction, that 
- $:God, ſhould; infallibly; foreknow. Contingencies? 
E chat he ſhould certainly foreſee uncertain Events N. 
Tathis yau arply, chat Events may s certain, bun not 
n that be certain, which may be, 
dr may not be, Which I. ſuppoſe is the Meaning of 
det neceſſary?) And is not what depends upon the Will 
* free, Agent, hat may, or may not be? What: 
er certain and neceſſary may be in other Caſes; yet 
Fey ſeem here which is, all I contend for, to be 
5 Sauixelent. Fermis. Either the, Deity's Foreknowt 
33 leis ele elne certain and infallible, or it: is not. 
=_ If it is not, the. Deity s Knowledge would be imper- 
a8; and ee i to be ee frm the 
-  Peiy 27 29197 fe. Ni N 1 8975 
* it be fad, that it it is abſolute, 5 can = be 
WM eee certain and determinate Knowledge of 
What is undetermined — we — is floating in Suſ- 
3 Pence, = «What I have in my Power to act, or not 
Y act ? As W I99. n bales L * that 


. 


** 
* * 3 * A * 
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| God. does, not geceſftate Actions by his infallibly 
foreſeeing them; bur he could not, if we may argue | 
from our imperſect Views, infallibly foreſee them, if 

= were not-neceflary, or DOOR! His i 


mainty of the, Otjedt., As 10 your Argument 
5 V expreſſed, as every Thing 
ol, yours is) drawn from the Deity's intimate Know- 
ledge of the Workings of human Nature; it's Pal- 
bons and Reaſonings : I anſwer, either theſe, neceſ- 
farily. determine the Soul, or not. If they do nog. 
then ſuch muſt the Knowledge neceſſarily be as the 
Adtion. (the, Obiect of that Knowledge) is 3, fixed 
and determined, if that is find and determined ʒ if 
not fixed, it CAN, « only amount to an, tugh Degree of 
Probability, or, at -beſt, moral. Cer ty: And it 
muſt. be more or leſs to be depended upon, in, Pra- 
1 portion as the Perſon, acting by an habitual Attach- 
Prat Fo ſuch particular "Methods of Aftion, as 
Lore. or leſs mechanically, or makes 
— Neceſſity, or an. Impoff lity 
1 ts into another Channel. In ſhort 


* 


[ga keep Pace with the Nature of 50 Thing, 
Beſides, the Soul often 718 a, mere arbitrary A& 
of her inviſible Empire, in c huſin; this rather than 
that, where there 1 is an abſolute e without 
uk Influence from any e QUVES, Wee 


„ 


mie Dete rmination "of my Will. before. it has e 
mined itſelf, is 20 Determination, i is a mere Non-En- 
| tity. And of a a mere Non-Entity,, c or Nothing, there 
ran be no > Knowledge, _ Conſequently, God rt ; 
Tea 


} * 8 . a» 
: WT a" 1 * 
. 
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Fla, which I think there is, in the Argum 
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teil r foreſeen thy Soul, what is not chere at all 7 
WED. 

But he wy Ka hat * will do Hinfof, His 
1 being in variable; and conſequently there is no 


Difficulty" in conceivitig that he might fofe- know 


your Exiſtence, looking through the whole Plan of 


Als Creation, and having a comprehenſive View of 


All the Beings that have, or are to act their Part up- 
on the Theatfe of the World. e 
be fame may be Taid of ths 1105 by which he 
governs the Material World, which are nothing more 
the Deity's knowing that he will act uniformly 


[a conſiſtently; nothing but the Knowledge of his 
own Determinations-. "Whereas you ititimate, that 


e "what is crtainly paſt was certainly future; and 
366 What was bertainh future, might be crrlain F6le- 
KH:“ Not to ekamine, whether there be not 


ir Is ſlifficlent to lay, that my Argument is at leaſt à 


"March for it; "that nothing can be certain, which 


ah or may. wat be; 8 depending upon the ande; 
5 0 Will of a "free Agent. e 


Fut you alk, Do you not then believe hg Diviik 


Pipſcienee 2 ? Yes, I do ſincerely. y. Not becauſe 1 
think the Objectiths againſt it are eaſily anſwered; 
but becauſe the Proofs for it preponderate, , and ſuf- 
Tex me not to ſuſpend my Aſſent. Were the T77- 
nity in Unity embarraſſed with ſo great, Difficulties, 
you, would have much more Reaſon to reje ject the Be. 
Jief of it than you have at preſent. 33 3 
But Manum de Tabula That Being who dwell 
25 unapproachable Glory, is too bright an Object to 


— Oculo „ with undazzled Eyes; 
: | without 


» 
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without being blinded by the Exceſs of his Efful- 


| gence. I was going to enlarge, but have the Plea- 


ſure to find myſelf prevented by your Sentiments on 
that Head, which in a Letter, where every Thing 


is bright and ingenious, ſhine with diſtinguiſhed 


Brightneſs. Vour Thoughts are the ſame in Sub- 
ſtance, as mine in my former, and only differ from 
them, as your's always will, in Vivacity, and your 
ſprightly: Happineſs of Diction. There is as much 
Difference between the ſame -Sentiment.. cloathed by 
you, * quem. Muſee quintd parte ſui Nectaris imbue- 
runt, and expreſſed in my homely Manner, as there 


is between the Actions of an accompliſhed Gentle- 


man ahd:of a Man of the common Rank. A plain 


Man may do an Action of the ſame intrinſic Worth 
as the Gentleman; But then the Gentleman never fails 


to ſtamp an additional Value upon what he does by 
u peculiar Grace, a Manner and Decorum; and 
doubles an Obligation by beſtowing it with the Air 
of a Perſon that is obliged. Thus I may hit.ypon 


a Thought the fame materially as your's.; But you 


can give a particular Charm and Beauty to it, and 


infuſe, as it were, a Soul and Spirit into that Senti- 
ment, which was a dull and uninformed Maſs be- 
fore; Free from that obſcure Diligence which un- 
happily diſtinguiſhes the Writings of ſome great 


Scholars, a native Eaſineſs makes Learning fit grace- 
h eur 0 without any fies n 
Ces. 

27 muſt not: gals by an . NN of your's 


upon the Orthodox: in general; who, it ſeems, have 
Stent of Reaſon enough to ſee the Weakneſs of- 


their Reaſon in the deep Things of God : and therefore 
Wer. . ö 
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wil Pelle what has the Stamp of N ery upon it. 
Creation and Redemption from the one we de- 
rive a temporary Being, from the other an eternal 


Wall being Both of them invironed with Myſtery 
—— Both, notwithſtanding 7his Reaſon, to be ad- 
mitted —— or both, for that Reaſon, to be diſcard- 
ed. You mention ſome, who love to magnify Diſfi- 
culties, and can digeſt nothing till they have made is in- 
digeſtible. I am not ignorant at whom this notable 
Piece of Satyr is levelled, and had I not reſolved to 
keep in the Overflowings of my Gall, I ſhould be 
tempted to make an impotent Reply. But I forbear 
only indulge my Impertinence in making an un- 
meaning Reflection, . K gar muſt ſee is 
| eee „ no nt ob tein wil 
Though Human Folly;/like Aan; e che 
ſame at all Times; yet it admits of an infinite Va- 
riety of ' Modifications : it is continually, ſhifting./the 
Scene, and it is no ſooner ſubdued in one Form, than 
it ſtarts up in another. And had CR VANrTESs, who 
laughed out of Countenance, by an inimitable Vein 
of Raillery, amorous and military ' Remances, the 
= reigning Folly of that Age; had he, iT fay,) lived 
now, he would have turned the Edge of his RIdicule 

| againſt "Metaphy/t cal Romances,” which are at preſent 
ſo much in Vogue. Nothing more common now- 
a- days than to erect new Schemes, which are for a 
While the Wonder of the Unthinking. And when 
the ſtrong Man, well- armed with Learning and Abi- 
' firies, keepeth- his newerected Building, his intel- 
lectual Goods are in Peare——— till a ftronger than be 

" ariſeth, and Arippeth bim of his Armour in which he 
trusted. How many fine Hypotheſes have you and I 
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ſeen in Morality ind; Metaphyſic. ics, which after having 
flouriſhed, for a little Time, withered away, becauſe they 
had no Depth ? Whereas the Scriptures have ſtood 
the Teſt of Ages : they continue, like their great 
Author, he ſame Ye efterday, To-day, and for ever; 
ever attacked, and ever triumphant. And when 
once Men, enamoured of their own Metaphyſical 
Reveries, relinquiſh them; (Juſt as the Iſrnelites for- 
ſook the living God) they ſet up ſome vain and 
| ſenſeleſs Idol of the Imagination; and then wonder 
that all Mankind do not fall down and adore it. 1 
add farther, that whoever has attempted to explain 
away the venerable Myſteries of Chriſtianity, has 
made the Doctrines far more myſterious than they 
were before, This is exemplified by Doctor CLarxe's 
Scripture- Dolirine, &c. Who has attempted to get 
rid of the Difficulties of the Orthodox Scheme at 
the Expence « of much greater. Graviorem Plagam 
& recepit, ut leviorem repelleret. 

You ſee, that this Reflection is, according to 
Promile, undeſigning. IN will 142 another chat does 
concern you. 1 


Men of the common Level may with Reaſon be 


K 


1 of being loſt i in a Crowd. To paſs themſelves | 


upon. the World for Men of Penetration, they muſt 
ſtrike into new Tracks. But You will always be dif- 
| tinguiſhed from the Many by the ſuperior Height 
and Elevation of your Genius. When you * not 
differ from them, 15 


* 


1 ——Humero Jupereminet omnes, 


| 0 will be «pplicable to You. 
e 


I proceed 
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1 ane now te the ſecond Part of your Letter, 
where | I find” nothing very material, till You attack 
Ne Jud cer pible Bottom, as You call it. In Anſwer 
to the G50 ection, that 7. Br Perſon "conld not n 
That, becauſe the E ſence "was one and the Jane; 1 ob- 


cauſe Indroift ble or nds ſeerpible — Aaltcerpibility 

was no Bar t to Diſtinction and diſtinet Actions 
Therefore the Father and the Son mi icht 46 act aun 
in giving and receiving Sent hakin. on. NE 


1 1 played 7 oe, ſo brich, chat you 
doing to Hi the Siege ingloriouſly z and to 

UF = 5 eld in Precipitation and Piſcrer But, 

like other Heroes. Wen. e xerting 2 Courage moſt, 


Y #4 ©T 


in yourſelf, bid | me e ance.” 3% 12 "Party to find 
if ur Strength bears no Proportion | to "Jour Heroiſm. 


o, wanting better, Weapons, you. Begiti' the Onſet 
with ./mal/ Shot ; alidt, Judi iſcerpible, "Atoms. | Your 


Metaphyſical Forces muſt be very pot, and languid, 
when you were forced to call in Natural e 


to Your. Aid. "I 10 1 A 
Theſe J#diſce 


2 6 


. Homes, by. y Neuf ow > Coffe. 


Gon, are not abſolutely indiſcerpible.. But "he Deity, 
11 he. does conſift of. Parts, conſiſfs of Parts Nn- 


unmovcable from each other, and 4 unpartibl, 


— 


Diviſion implies Limitation, and Limitation is con- 


trary to our Ideas of the Deity. He cannot be di- 


vided without ceaſing to be infinite; becauſe where 
there is a Chaſm (and Divifion mike a Chaſm) there 


can be no Infinity; and He cannot ceaſe to be infi- 


nite, hout ne to be God. Heis neceſſarily 


what i 


N that Eſſence might be one and the fame, be- 


— wiky an expreſs  Contradiftion 2 Terms.” For all ; 
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| what he. is, conſequently, if he be undivided, he 
muſt be neceſſarily undivided, and. neceſſarily indiviſi ble. 
Br Parts RFA in in the len if a Scheme of Exten- 


Motel Parts; - or x /e much of the Divine Sub- 
ſtance, as is commenſurate to ſuch an aſſignable Por- 
tion of Matter. And to argue, that becauſe Pbyſ- 
cal Parts are ſeparable, therefore Metaphyſi ical Parts 
muſt be ſo too, is a very inconcluſive Way of Argu- 
ing; it is, Tranf tio. à Genere ad Genus. Thus the 
happy Beam, of Light, which you. had fruck upon, 
proves to be nothing elſe but an Ignis Fatuus. 
Tou tell me, that Indiſcerpibility infers Parts; and 
I am ſure Diſcerpibility does. Hard Fate for thoſe 
who would prove the Deity  Impartible ! for he 
muſt, it ſeems, have Parts, if he be either diſcer- 
pible, or indiſcerpible; either divifible or indiviſible. 
The Sum and Subſtance of what I would ſay is 
this That your indiſcerpible Atoms conſiſt of 
above 1 under; of this. and that Side; and it can 
be no Impoſfibility for the Deity, whatever it may 
be to the Powers of Nature, to ſeparate the Upper 
from the Under, and this Side from that. But what 
can ſeparate the Deity ? not Himſelf ; no more 
than He would limit Himſelf : not any created Be- 
ing; for can a created Being limit and disjoin That 
by which he is created ? You refer to what you have 
aid before to diſprove, that Indiſſoluble Uniou may con- 
ſtitute Unity, Sc. and I take the ſame Privilege to re- 
fer to what I have ſaid above in Proof of it. I ne- 
er adopted the extended Scheme; but, becauſe. You 
Jap it; in Complaiſance to. you I argued from 
B b 3 it; 
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it; not ignorant, in the mean Time, that the: Tri- 
ity would ſtand it's Ground upon the Scheme of 
| Non-Extenſion, perhaps with greater, I am ſure with 


equal Advantage. Why you call the Scheme an 
unfriended- Infant, I want to be informed. Can that 


be wnfriended which is countenanced by the great 

Names of Limnorca, Lock E, TIL Lorsox, 

CLARKE, and NEW TON to which 1 add, with 

Pleaſure, my ingenious dn rant in the former 
Part of his Letter. 


What you' ſay below in this Page but a Contra- 


diction, I have anſwered towards the Beginning of 
this Letter. Indiſcerpibility is a negative Idea. 1 am 
glad, that Idi Aer pibility is no Bar to Diſtinction, and 


diſtinct Actions. You allow that it is not, and 1 


heartily thank you : For, that being allowed, each 


Link of the Chain is made firm in my Argument, 
| whether the extended or unextended Scheme takes 


place. But alas! alas! how ſhort-lived and fleeting 


are human Joys! Caſting my Eyes upon another 
Page, I find you deny what you before allowed; 
ancdd tell me, that Indivi/ibility is an Obſtruction to 
Diſtinfion. I will not anticipate here what will be 
more proper to be faid hereafter when I come to that | 


Page. . 5 
I wiſh I could draw a Veil over what is to dene 
It will be a melancholy Scene. Nothing but your 
Requeſt, which ſhall have alway the Force of an 
authoritative Command with me, could prevail upon 
me to proceed to re · conſider with great Reluctance 
* poor unfortunate 7 ritheiſtical Hypotheſis. 
The firſt Argument I produced againſt it was 


ES "Trav from Moſes, and our PW who quotes 
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the Text. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord ( Jehovah) your 
Cod is one Lord; one neceſſarily- exiſting Subſtance. 
It is very obſervable that, after our Saviour had 


quoted theſe Words, when the Scribe ſaid, There is 
one God, and there is none other but He, Chriſt com- 


mends the Scribe for having anſwered diſcreetly : 
which he could not have done, if, beſides that only 
God, (none other but He) there had been a Trinity of 
Gods (according to Your Scheme) to be worſhipped. 


133 


Our Saviour's Commendation of the Scribe is, con- 


ſequently, a ſtrong Reinforcement of the n 
Meaning of the Text. 


By neceſſarily-exiſting Subſtance Moſes means, you | 


ſay, the Manner of the Divine Exiſtence : No other 
Beings but your Three do exiſt in that Manner. The 


Senſe then is this. Hear, O {/rael, the Lord (viz. 


ſuch a Manner of Exiſtence) your God, is one ſuch 


Manner of Exiſtence. And if he had meant this, 


the 1/raclites would have been no wiſer for this Aſ- 
ſertion of Mofes than You are. According to this 
Interpretation when the Scriptures tell us, that God 
made at firſt one Man, from whom the reſt deſcend- 
ed; we need not underſtand that he made one Being, 
but ane ſuch Manner of Exiſtence, which was origi- 
nally communicated to a conſiderable Number of 
Men. For though Jebovah ſignifies one Being ne- 
_ ceffarily-exiſting, one * , yet it may ſignify three 


ſeparate Beings; provided their Manner of Ex- 


iſtence be of the ſame Kind. Jebovab implies Being 
that exiſts by Neceſſity: and conſequently, if the 


Scripture aſſerts one neceſſarily-exiftent Being, what 


Right have you to ſuppoſe three diviſible Beings ? 
What ſeems to have led you into your Miſtake was 
B b4 this 
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this —Jebovab, neceſfarily-exiſting Subſtance; Hens 
plies two Ideas; Neceſſary Exiftence, and the Subſtance 
or Subſtratum of that neceſſary Exiſtence. ' In your 
Expoſition you retain the former of theſe Ideas; and 


5 drop the latter, that of the Sulſtratum. And where · 


as your Comment ſhould have run thus; the Sub- 


ſtance veſted with ſuch a Mode of Exiſtenee as is 


there eeißed, is one Subſtance veffetl with that 


Mode by letting the Idea of Subſtance flip out of the 
Account, you expound it thus: The Mode of Ex- - 
iſtence is one Mode of Exiſtence. Is this, to turn 


your own Artillery upon you, to interpret Scripture 


according to the common Rules of Criticiſm ? or 
is it not rather to put a forced and unintelligi- 
ble Senſe when it admits of a plain and intelligible 


_ Confiruttion ? I fay, plain and intelligible;' viz. that 
Being and Being may be fo cloſely and inſepa- 


rably united as to make one Being, becauſe they 


have an indiviſible yy and *Evracti, a Cloſe In- 


exiſtence and Permeation of one another, without any 


Pofſfibility of being ſundered the one from the other. 


According to that of our Saviour I am in the Fa- 


| tber, and the Father in Me: and, the Father that 


dwelleth in ne, &c. And is not this a much more 


rational Solution of the Difficulty, as well as more 
agreeable to Scripture, than your's ; who ſuppoſe a 
forlorn Mode of neceſſary Exiſtence to be meant in 
the Text without any Subſtratum ? Beſides, what 


think you of that celebrated Text, There are Three 
that bear Record -in Heaven, the Father, the Word: 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One, 2d f, 
de ate one Being; one Nature; in Oppoſition to 
the” Words in the” next Verſe, where the three 


. e WO 


a hos 
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Agents are ſaid to agree in one, ed" AP 
an Uniformity, but are not united? If you diſpute 
the Genuineneſs of the Text, I refer you to MET, 
MatTin, TWELIs, BEAckwAlH on the ſacred 
Claſficks, and TRA r's Meyer's Lectures; If you 
admit the Text, you muſt admit that wa th are e One, 
not merely uniform in Effence. * 

Tpbe ſecond Argument againſt f ir was, that it was 
to multiply Beings without Neceſſity. You had no 
Grounds to ſuppoſe three ſeparable Divine Beings, 
conſequently the Suppoſitioa of three fuch Beings 


was groundleſs. "Scripture; as I have proved above, 


is againſt you; and you cannot bring one Shadow of 
a Proof from Reaſon. As much as you deal in 
wonder-working Magic, you cannot conjure up one 
thin, airy, unſubſtantial Phantom of an Argument 
from the | abſtraf# Nature of the Thing. Lou may 
prove from Effects one firſt Cauſe, but not more 
than one; one being fufficient to Produce al Fl 
Phzenomens in Nature, 
It is contrary to the Laws of Diſpuration only to 
affert what you ſhould prove: viz. That you have 
Grounds for ſuch a Suppaſition. He that aſſerts a 


Thing ſhould prove it. Thus defenceleſs is your 


Hypotheſis, oppoſed by plain Texts of Scripture, and 
unfriended by Reaſon. And what has been hitherto 


by you advanced, appears to be nothing but the un 


eaſy Efforts of an Hypot beſis expiring vnavoidably, 
yet ſtruggling hard for Life. Let us ſee whether 
you have better Succeſs in what follows. 

The third Argument againſt it you tranſcribe ; ; 
which is, that if your ſuppoſed three infinite Sub- 
r be divided, or (or! it is the ſame Thing here) di- 


viſible, 
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136 The Third LETTER. 
d *i/ible, they cannot all be infinite. The Reaſon, 
which you have not tranſcribed, is chere ſubjoined: 
but if they be undivided or indivifible, then your 
Scheme coincides with that of the Orthodox ; which 
is, neither to confound the Perſons, nor to. W 
the Subſtance.” 

To this you reply; Though you de not. a 0 
three divided Subſtances, yet you grant they ,are divi- 
ſible: You granted too, what I proved, that if they 
be divided, they cannot be in finite. If then (as you 
grant, and I have proved) Infinity excludes Diviſion ; 
it follows, that what is neceſſarily infinite, muſt be ne- 

' eeſſarily undivided. - But your three infinite Beings are 
neceſſarily infinite, as they are neceſſarily. exiſtent ; 
they do not admit of any Diminution or Addition; 
conſequently, they muſt be neceſſarily undivided 
and what is neceſſarily. undivided is indiviſible. Or 
thus; If (as you allow) what is divided cannot be 
infinite, then a Poſſibility of Diviſion ſuppoſes a Poſ- 
ſibility of their ceaſing to be infinite; and a Poſlibi- 
lity of their ceaſing: to be infinite, ſuppoſes a Poſſi- 
bility of their ceaſing to be what they. neceſſarily : are; 
Wich is a Contradiction i in Terms. 

Again; if nothing can act where it is not, 5 5 
either each of your three Beings muſt neceſſarily co- 
exiſt every-whete with an uninterruptible Fulneſs of 
Being without any Separability of the one from the 
other; or where there is a Separability of any one of 
them from the other, there is a Poſſibility for that 
Being not to exiſt there——Conſequently, there is a 
Poſſibility of his not being able to act there 
Conſequentiy, there is a Poſſibility of his becoming 
Q im potent or imperfect e —Conſequently, 

| he 
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he will not be neceſſarily Gdd——Conſequently he 

is no God at all. 

| You retreat again to your impregnable Fottreſs, 
Conſciouſneſs. Conſciouſneſs, you ſay, cannot be ſup- 

poſed without any previous Diſtinction of Being to ſup- 

port it. I grant it. But if the Trinity is Subſtance 
and Subſtance eſſentially united If what is en- 
tially united, is one; or, if indiſſolubie Union conſti- 
tute Unity - then Conſciouſneſs or Conſciouſneſſes, 
whatever Diſtinctian of Being they may prove, can- 
not diſprove the Unity. What is ſo neceſſarily ri- 
vetted and united, let not that Inchanter Conſciouſneſs 
put aſunder or diſunite. This may ſerve for an An- 
ſwer to all you have ſaid concerning Conſciouſneſs, 
| which does not injure our Scheme, nor benefit your's.. 
For Conſciouſneſs cannot divide the Subſtance. I 
have already proved your ſuppoſed three Subſtances 
to be indivi/fible : And you unfortunately grant, that 
diviſible and diſtinguiſhable are the ſame ; and fo it 
cannot diſtinguiſh them either without dividing them, 
which is impoſſible. Thus you have got a Trinity 
of Gods, which are neither diviſible nor diſtinguiſbabls. 
Diſtintt without being divided is, you are pleaſed to 

_ ſay, unintelligible Fargon. 

And now having diſpatched your Scheme, what 
' hinders but 1 might indulge my ſatyrical Vein after 
your . Example, which I ſhould be proud to follow 

in every Thing elſe ? —— But. I ſcorn to inſult the 

Dead Peace, everlaſting Peace be to the Shade 

of your moſt lamented, and indeed moſt lamentable 

Hypotheſis ! O darling Offspring of a worthy Sire! 

Could either my generous Pity (for thou waſt, vel 

1 miſeranda) or thy F ather's Proweſs in War 

? have 


% 
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have ſaved thee, thou hadſt not died: But when 
there are mala Stamina Vitæ; when the Vitals are un- 
3 all en enen . en oy weer. 


« « Evandro, qualem meruit, Pants remitto _ 


IT: 2M 


Sly the dead PPD to be buried ih 
eternal Oblivion. I allow you as you have an inex- 
hauſtible Fund of Wit, to ſay a World of fine 
Things upon it; to ſtrew the Flowers of your Oratory 

upon it's lifeleſs Carcaſe, and to pay” ras a _ 


9 e 
— f ” + 


- nom Manibus date Ilie pl , 
z * * Lo wk en Donis ab ere, a, 


Ae not your e Teadertels carry you any 
Farther. Have no Recourſe to magic Arts to call 
up it's fleeting Shade ; or, if” You do, do not ex- 
pet that I mould wy MM wich an unbodied 


Phay antom. 
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. brit, ac en, 8 drverbera Unbras,” | 


It would undou btedly have been barbarous to rob 
155 of your unfortunate Infant, if your Imagination 
had been barren. But you may well bear the Loſs. 
Vour happy and inventive Fancy, which is married 
to fo maſculine and regular a 1 udgment, will ſoon 


repair the Damage with a numerous Race of beauti- 


wand lafling Erodurtions, I L323 Dory Hl 
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| Jo return; I never affirmed;' that *< Perſon and 
4) Subfanct were unintelligible: oy "All this whole Pa- 
- Fagraph turns upon that Miſtake; and upon con. 


founding Unintelligible with Incomprebin/ible. 


In the next Paragraph you will not admit this Nos 
tion of an infliitely-extended Deity, for Fear it ſhould 
draw along with it ſome Conſequences, which would 
be injurious to your late dear departed Hypotheſis. | 
Well; will you admit the Words of the "P/almift 2 


Whither ſhall T go then from thy Spirit, or whither 


Rall T £0 then from thy Preſence | ? * I tlimb ap into 
Heaven, thou art there: If T go' down to Hell, tbhor 


art there alſo. If 1 take the Wings of the Morning, 
and remain in the uttermoſt Purts of the Sea; rven 
there alſo all thy Hand lead me, and thy Night- Hand 
ſhall bold me. Is not acting in Heaven diftont and dj 7 


iind from acting in Hell, or in the Sa? And does. 


not diftin?, diſtant Aion prove diſtunt, uiſtints Sub. 
Kante; or a local Diſtinction of Subſtance? Can 
a Thing,” ſay you, “ be diſtinct fror itſelf 2˙* Nd; 

if by Self you mean Perſonality, and the Whol or 
that Perſonality.” For then the Queſtion would be'; 

Can the whole, as while, be e From the wwhbl 5 
But Subſtance zfſenziall united 10 Subſtance,” and 
therefore one, may admit of Hnnbtion. "Anſwer 
me this Queſtion : Is the Subſtance, which is in 
Heaven, ofie individual Subſtante with that which 
filleth all Things? and it will be an kafy Matter to 
anſwer your” s. God exiſts "wholly" in Heaven; Gr 


elſe there is only Part of God there. Well W ; 
according to the Scheme of Non*Extthfion, to Which 


4 0 are a late Convert, can the fame numerical Be- 


be confined, and yet unconfned p e Can there be 
6 a Diffuſion - 
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« A Diffuſion of it, to uſe Dr. WArERLAND's 
Words, every · where, and yet nothing be diffu · 
ſed?” For it is ſux ppoſed that the whole Eſſence is 
di Fuſed all over the Univerſe, and yet remains whole 
and undiſfuſed in Heaven. According to the Scheme 
of Nen. Extenſion we have ſo many diſtinct, _numeri- 
cal M boles, which make one numerical, | diftint? 
Whole, becauſe. eſſentially united. _ According to the 
Scheme of Exten/ion, we have ſo many diſſtinct nu- 
merical Parts, which have the whole Attributes reſid- 
ing in them, and yet make one numerical Subſtance, 
for the ſame Reaſon. Both agree, that the Divine 
| Nature i is &fting}, though undivided. 

Suppoſing my Soul had exactly the ſame Perfec- 
tions as your's, (by the Way, I wiſh mine had) and 
Were, by the Power of God, unalienably united; ſo 
that you. became, in a literal Senſe, Dimidium Anime 
mee, which you are now. in a figurative one; it is 
plain they would be one, as far as we underſtand any 
Thing of Unity. For when we perceive any Object 
in a continued Pojition, fenced out from other Things, 
we never ſcruple to give it the Name of One; .and 
being incapable of Separation, and being of the 
ſame Kind and Degree, they might not only be i 
ted, but would really be ſtritly One. But it is not ſo 
plain, that this Unity. between us would be a Bar to 
all Diſtinction: Lou might exert yourſelf in a diftiy 


Manner; You might be aderning Meraliiy, while, I 


was employed in dry Metaphyficks. _ "Mp 
I three intelligent Acting Subſtances can be made 
out to be one intelligent Acting Subſtance, then, e 
Anfwer: This ſuppoſes Unity of Perſon and Unity 

Subſtance to be equivalent. Wbereas Plurality Ty: 


e 1 . Perſons 
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Perſons implies the Subſtance, though united, to be 


diſtinguiſhed after ſuch a Manner. Purality of Sub- 
ſtances implies the Subſtance to be divided, So many 


ſeparable Perſons are ſo many Subſtances ; but Per- 
ſons having no poſſible Detachment the one from 
the other, are one Subſtance, The Perſons then are 
each Subſtance, but not A Subſtance ;' becauſe we ne- 
ver give the Name of A Subſtance but where the 
Subſtance is aliene, and independent of another. 
Perſon then, each Divine Perſon, as I ſaid before, is 


Being, becauſe it exiſts; but not 4 Being, becauſe | 


the Perſons do not exiſt ſeparate. 


In Anſwer to this, you oblige 1 me with 1 


en of my Reaſoning: and my Soul 
c are,” according to my Way rr e eadh 
Being; but not Beings, becauſe they do not exiſt 
«© ſeparately.” And is this a Specimen of my Rea- 

ſoning ? Surely you could not think me ſo ſenſeleſs. 
My Soul is aZually divided from God as He exiſts 
in Heaven; and as to that particular (I was going 
to ſay numerical) Subſtance, in which I live, and 


nove, and babe my Being, I am capable of being re- 
moved from That, conſidered as particular, to any 
Other (call it Portion or Whole) of the Deity. 


Wherever I go the Deity i is ſtill. But then it is the 


-Deity as locally diſtintꝭ; and by Annihilation Tam en- 


my caſt out of his Preſence. | 
But this is not all. Another rar of Unity 
is, that the Subſtance be of the ſame Kind, or homo- 


geneous. Now though God is a Spirit, and my Soul 


2 Spirit; yet Spirit does not ſignify one determinate 
Kind of Being; but is one of your negative Ideas. 


ang though We call wy a, Spirit that is not 
| : Matter ; 


» 2 4 
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Matter; yet it is as improper a Diviſion to range Be: 
ings into Spirit and not- Spirit, as it would be into 
Horfe and 'not-Horſe. -: As my Soul is of a quite dif- 
terent Eſſence from the Table on which I write, 
though they are both Subſtance; ſo God tranſcends 
my Soul infinitely more (though they are both Spi- 
rit) than my Soul can this Table. Homageneity there 
fore, or a Negation of Mixture, being to bei taken 
| into the Account of Unity, as well as Indiviſibiliy; 
it is plain my Soul, howe er Dl aki ad, cannot. _ 
ſtrictly one With Gud. „ Pp 75 375): Nr 1 
JI To conclude, Whatever Mid lame is gel 
ſentially united, is one, whether the Scheme of Ex- 
tenſion, or Non-Extenſion takes Place; nay, if you 
mould reject them both, it will ſtand collected in it- 
ſelf upon the ſure Bottom of common Senſe. The 


Trinity is Subſtance and Subſtance eſfertially. grited 
— Therefore the Trinity is Oh mr. 
Tou will find this Letter very confuſed: But has: 
ing had ſo many Froofs of your Candoyr, I am un- 
der no Apprehenſion upon that Account. 
I ſhould be dead to all Sentiments of Friendſhip, if 
unaffected with your laſt very affectionate Paragraph. 
cannot equal it; and therefore will not attempt it) 
That you may long continue happy in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of an eafy Fortune, à clear e and a gene- 
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'T A M . to ; any Perſe hy will end out 
1 to me what he apprehends to be a Fault in any 
of my Wri ritings. As to the Paſſage which you 
mention; Yol. II. p. 96. my only Fault is, which is 
2 great One, that I have not expreſſed myſelf as I 
ſhould have done. My Meaning was, that © the 
Number of the Damned will bear no more Pro- 

portion to that of the Bleſſed throughout the whole 


« Univerſe, than, &c.“ not confining myſelf to the 


Inhabitants ef the Earth: Accordingly, in this very 
Sermon; Page 125, Line 19th; I expreſiy call the 
Damned à few incurable Members of the whole ſtupen- 
dous Body of the Univerſe, not meaning that they 
were abſolutely few, but comparatively with the whole 
Body of intelligent Beings. | If the worthy: Gentle - 
man, whoſe Name you do not mention, had thought 
my Words capable of this Conſtruction, I dare ven- 
ture to ſay, he would not have male 9 0 "vi | 
F e 8 
Nut Gippaſing: my Words will not : bear this Bande 
give me Leave to obſerve, that they are not a poſi- 
tive K Age ſeem to 2 they are only a 
IFN We: aloe. fy charitable : 
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charitable Preſumption. If I had had ſufficient Au- 
thority from Scripture, J would not have faid, it 
may eine; bir, be 8) tertain Tic bons 
for ſuch a Preſumption (for they are not, ſtrong 


enou ugh. to found apy, Gy upon) are as follow. 


Fi A, If & am not miſtakes one Half of Mankind 
are cut off before they co1 1 to the füll Uſe of their 
Reaſon, or have their Senſes ſufficiently exerciſed to 
diſcern between moral Good and Evil, Theſe, if bap- 


tized, are undoubtedly in a State of 9 ; . 


unbaptized, they maybe ſaved by the uncovenan 
Mercies of God; at leaſt, they will not be malle 
miſerable in a future State. Secondly; If yau add 
to:theſ& all thoſe who live and die in a State of in- 
vincible Ignorance, or a State that makes very near 
Approaches to it, (furprizing Inſtances: of which 
you! may meet with even in our own Country) the 
Number riſes greatly above one Half of Mankind. 


Thirdly, Among Adulis, (who have, or may have 


clear Ideas of their Duty) for one that lives and 


_ dies l handened Criminal, there are Numbers WhO 
5 do not allow themſelves in the habitual Practice of 


any! deliberate, known Sin. Inſtances of \Baſeneſs, 
Villainy, and malicious Wickedneſs are ſtill Jurpriz- 


uin; which they would not be, unleſs they were rare 
and uncommon. But Le of ons Manes 0 85 not 


enter an a beaten Tpick. s. 


It has. been proved at large, dale e 15 more 


1 Good, than Evil even in this Earth; and con- 


0 ſequently, one would think, far more good? Mem, in 


* qualified Senſe of the Word, than ad: conſe- 
_ quently; * there will be more happy than miſerable 


5 en among Adults, who have, or may have Juſt 


A pprehenſions 
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 Apprehenſions'of their Duty... And for thoſe who 
have not, and perhaps cannot have, God will accept 
them according to what, they have, and not according to 
-what they have not. Theſe Laſt, how-eyer, I take to 
make up the Bulk of Mankind in all. Ages. For 
the Prevaleney of moral Good, ſee - Axchbiſhop 
WH on the Origin of Evil, eſpecially; Note. ( AA). 

Laying all theſe Things together, viz. the Caſe 
of _—_ ere Chidhnad- che Caſe, of invincible 


tions than bad; 1 n any are ue en Grounds 
for a charitable Preſumption, and I meant nothing 
more. Avigreat many other Things might be taken 
idchesCdehng, as the Strength of ſome Men's 
Puſſions ich I have hinted at in the fame Para- 
Sraph. N for the Scripture, Texts which ſeem to 
ſay, that the Number of the ſaved will he few, iT 
beg Leave to refer the Gentleman to Sermon XIlib, 
Vol. N. of Dr. CLARKE'S Paſthumoirs Sermons ; to 
which I may add the pious and judicious Archbiſhop 
SHARP, in his YIth Seri: of Vol. III. 
hut if the Gentleman ſhould think the Paſſage in- 
defenſible, as perhaps it is, I ſhall either ſtrike it 
out, if ever the Book has a ſecond Edition, or qua- 
lity it as above“: and any other obnoxious Paſſage, 
which he or you wil be ſo kind as to ſhew me, ſhall 
have the ſame Fate. Pray my humble Service to him. 
Il I write this with a violent Fit of the Head-ach up- 
on me, which hinders me from — Deny ſo 


l as I could wiſh. 
Ajit. \ : 

* N.B. "Ihe Autor has qualified the Paſlage referred to, I 
adding the Words, throughout the whole Creation. Vid. SEED 
dent Vol. II. p. 97. Second Edition. 
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1 aided that L have not anſwered a former 
Letter of your's before this. The Truth of the 
Matter is, it is unanſwerable: Though I always 
read y r Lee with Pleaſure, yet it is a Mortifi- 
Wien to me to anſwer them: becauſe I cannot 5 
With tlint Life and Spirit with which you do. 
thank you for r the many 1 hings you og 
in yourlaſt;” I ſliall keep it by me as an Inſtance 
07 far you⸗ end be tes, in your younger 
Fears, in your favourable? Judgment on me and my 
Setmons!“ T hope this Letter will find you well. It 
i ſome Pleaſure to me, that you do not complain of 
*yout Bad'State of Health; as you did in the Letter be- 
fore. What Succeſs do your Propoſals meet with? 
1 FIR afraid yo find; hat I always obſerved, that 
che World does not encourage modeſt Worth. 55 
let me hear from ybu, and believe me bent? 
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ona Deſire to do you Fry which is my 
41 only Motive to write, muſt be likewiſe my 
4 Apology for troubling you with this Letter. 
If Tam not miſinformed, your Caſe is not without 
ome Danger: Lou may, for ought you know, ſtand 
uſt upon the Brink of Eternity; an Eternity of 


Happineſo or Miſery. And will you, Sir, auda- 


ciouſly ruſh: into the ſacred. Preſence of the great 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, as the Horſe ruſbeth in- 
to ibe Battle; without any Fore- thought or Conſide- 
ration what may become of you hereafter? No, Sir, 


I hope better Wings from qou, who cannot be unap- 


prifed of the great Value of an immortal Soul. Can 
Man, fooliſn Man, that cannot often gain the leaſt 
Prefernient here without conſiderable Application, 
think, that an exceeding and eternal Weight: of Glory 


will be proſtituted to his lazy Wiſhes and ſpiritleſs 


* nee or n to his Nen at 
* 2 LY 


6 D, Sing bad bleſſed you with very anad 8 ; 


be pleaſed then to exert it, in conſidering —Whether 


ous bas 15 anſwered the End, For which an infi- 


Ces nitely- 
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nitely-wiſc Being ſent you into the World——Whe- . 
ther you have endeavoured to keep up a Senſe, of the 
Regarc Aue to che Deliy, by an exemplary! Piety; 
and to promote the Good of your Fellow- Creatures 
by an active Benevolence. Do not 8 think 981 
Ends worthy of a reaſonable Being? And doe n 
you think that God created you | — * theſe Ende? 
Your Ilineſs, Sir, is perhaps a lingring Illneſs, and 
you may yet perhaps, in ſome Meaſure, anſwer the”. 
End of your Creation, by joining, as far as your 
Health will permit, with your Family in Morning 
and Evening Prayers; by expreſſing an undiſſembled 
Love and Gratitude to that Being, who died to pro- 
cure Pardon and eternal Happineſs for you, for me, 
nay, even for the greateſt. of Sinners, upon their 
ſincere Repentance ; by forgiving every one, that 
has wronged you, and by making ample Reſtitu- 
tion, if you have wronged any; by bearing your 
Sickneſs with Patience, and an humble Reſignation 
to God. Tour Sun, though probably near it's Ser- 
ting, may yet ſhine out, and thoſe, who are near 
you, may ſee, and be influenced * 80 good 
e po 10 go, and do liketviſe. ko 
Pardon me, Sir, if I take he Liberty to u you, 
chat Iam ſorry to hear you have generally neglected to 
receive the Sacrament: If this is true, you have lived in 
a State of wilful Diſobedience to one of God's expreſs 
Commands. And wilful Diſobedience to that Be- 
ing, from whom every Thing that you have is. res 
ceived, and to whom every Thing that you can do 
zs but your bounden Tribute, is no ſlight, no in- 
<otiſiderable Crime. Vou, who, perhaps, may think 


15 not immoral to diſsbey the great Majeſty « of Hea- 
ven 
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ven in poſitive Inſtances ; yet would judge it highly 
ckiminal for a Son to diſobey his Parent, or a Servant 
his Maſter in indifferent Matters. To eat Bread, and 
drink Wine, is indeed in itſelf of no Signification. 
But to eat Bread and drink Wine out of a Principle 
of ſincere Obedience to Him who made You, and of 
Love and Gratitude to Him who redeemed you, 
with an affęctionate Deſire that you may be à Partar 
ker of the Benefits of his Paſſion —— this is Virtue; 
ſubſtantial Virtue. Whatever crude and undigeſted 
Notions ſome may form of God's Mercy, it is as cer- 
tain, as it is that there is a Deity; that he will make 
ſome Diſtinction between thoſe who have, obeyed 
him; and thoſe who have wilfully diſobeyed. And 
what that Diſtinction will be, I leave you to confi» 
der. Thoſe cannot be entitled to the Divine Farour, 
that are edle an the Divine Wil and Plea, 
ſure. E 
ut, before you receive as ie it nal bs 
en for you to take a Review of your paſt 
Life. Your Sickneſs having confined you to your 
Room, you muſt have a great many vacant. Hours 
upon your Hands; and a Chriſtian ought to be then 
moſt buſy, when, in the Language of the World, 
he has nothing to do: but, in the Language of Rea- 
ſon and Chriſtianity, has his eternal Safvation: to work 
out with Fear and Trembling. Judge yourſelf, and 
then you will not be judged of the Lord. But if you 
neglect to do this, then think what a ſhocking 
Thing it muſt be to give an Account before the 
greateſt Being in the World, of a Life, that you 
perhaps cannot reflect on ſeriouſly in private, and by 
yourſelf, without Shame and Confuſion, Look up 
CL 4 to 
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| | to that Being whom you have offended, with all be 

= * 2 of a contrite Spirit, and lock upon this 

Word as (That it may ſoon perhaps in Reality be) 

Nothing 7% you." Soon, very ſoon (oh, may it not 

ptove too ſoon for you! I mean before a thorough 

Repentance) may that Being, whom none can ſee, and 

tive; fit in Judgment, on your Soul: And then you 

muſt either be, what I ſincerely wiſh, eternally 

happy; or, what I tremble to think of, eternally 

miſerable. If the latter, which God forbid ! ſhould 

be your Caſe * How' dreadful muſt it be to lift up 

thoſe Eyes, which you had wilfully ſhut before, juſt 

: as you are ſinking, irrecoverably ſinking, i in endleſs 

Miſery? Behold now is the accepted Time, now is the 

Dach of Salvatiun / On your preſent Behaviour, on 

this great Criſis, your A L. L. depends! God, who 

Will not deſpiſe u troubled and a contrite Heart, will 

have Compaſſion on you, provided you have firſt 

" Compaſſion on yourſelf But if you do not return 

1 to Bim with an whole Heart; nothing is more fit, 

Uo _ than that they,” who are TOI 89 mould be 

| irrettievably Wretched. r een a fie 0-54 

4=I'fay no more. May: God ok that you may 

know the: Things belonging to ee Prue; _ oY 

Bi for ever hid from yvun Eyes ! 

Thus I have wrote, what I am mb eee ai 

tionale, and what Iwiſn may prove a very affe#ing 

Letter. It is not material to inform you, from what 

Hand this Epiſtle comes: It is enough to aſſure r 
that in proccd from an Heart: N NN 7 0 
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CT ay 58 3 that 1 — 5 ban 
juſtly eſteemed Writers of the; firſt Rank in the 
Learned World, have not been favou red with a very 
happy Turn for Converſation ; and that others, on 
the Contrary, could never. make, their Appearance 


to Advantage in Print, who were yet looked upon 
as the very Life and Genius of every F Com- | 


pany they came into. 5 

Thus Mr. Axrhoxv Woo. informs 1 us, 40 That, 
&« whenever Sir WILLIAM KiLLIGREW took Pen. in 
Hand, he did not come up to the never-failing 


<« Smartneſs, Which he ſhewed in Converſaion; 


« whereas Mr. CowLzy was the Reverſe of this 
Character, as Sir Joan Dexnaam gives us to uns 
= derſtand 3 in the following Lines : 1 


= Had CowLzv _ "mw Knazonzw wer 


© * Combiw'd in one, As they 2 a mall nu 


This may be accounted for after the followiny 


Manner: : Some Men are of an airy, volatile 7 


per; the Edge of their Wit is very fine, but ſo 


| turn d: They have Briſkneſs and Vivacity of Spirit | 


2 - k Nn 2 FX. 5 2 


enough 


2 85 ay on) "I "ae 
1 . 74 2 i 


Beh ber 4 


he 1 te EF 97 2 


| chatStrength/4nd Stcadinoſ 
. cellary to keep up an uninte 


uptec derer good 


= Writing; and t6 convey their Thoughts" with Chaſ- 


- tity and Propriety: of Style. And indeed even in 
Converſatiom-Ithave obſerved ſome Gentlemen of 
this Stamp, when they liave fallen foul on Men of 
| ſuperior Senſe, to have been very briſk and vigorous 
- In their firſt Attack ; but fainter and weaker in their 
laſt Efforts; Their Spirits evaporated, and, if their 
Antagoniſt bravely ſtood his Grou nd, he was con 
vinced, that their Forces were rather for a ſhort, 
Skirmiſh of Wit, than for a ſet and laſting Battle, 
They put me in Mind of what ſome ancient Hiſto- 
rians relate of the Gauls, viz. That in the Begin- 
ning of the Fight, they uſed to 2 more chan 
Nen; but towards the Concluſion of it leſs than 
Women. Some, on the other Hand, are of a more 
phlegmatick Conſtitution ; their Parts are ſlow, but 
Xx; and, what is wanting in Sprightlineſs, i is made 
up, in what we call Rrong, maſculine SenſdGGGG. 
T would therefore obſerve, that there are two 
Kinds of Wit; the one 1 call 7. inſel Wit, which con- 
ſiſts of glittering Points, little Ponies, and ludi- 
erdus Conceits: the other may be ſtyled true Ster- 
ling Wit; which is made up of a rich Vein of good 
| Thinking, exalted Sentiments, and curious Obfer- 
vations. . The former is more glaring.and dazzling ; 
the Touches of the latter are very. maſterly, but tog 
delicate and nice for vulgar Obſervers, The forme 
pleaſes 1 mote upon a ſuperficial, tranſient View ; ho 
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latter upon 4 mature Deliberation ; the e one therefore 
* . more 
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IIah, The Subject Matter of it; a #7151 
IIIah, The Manner of e the © Topicks 1 
fuch Converſation... Hf 15 Na 
4 4 1 95100 5 £17 
If; On the Advantage: al. refined and. endl 
| e ee re * £106 4 
One of the greateſt Wade eee 
8 Himself in this World is to live with a ſmall, ſe 
& Company of learned and virtuous Friends, in 
| 1 Intercourſe of mutual Civilities and 


Endearments. A refined and maſterly Converſation 
with Men of this Turn, brightens the Imagination, 
and ripens the Judgment, and convinceth us, how 


much the Friend improves the Scholar. As by read - 
ing we take in a vaſt many Ideas; ſo, by Converſa- 
tion, we learn to marſhal them in their proper Order. 
The Style of ſeveral Learned Men has been embar- 
taſſed and perplexed; for no other Reaſon, I believe, 
but becauſe they had too much led the Lives of Re- 
cluſes. Their Heads, inſtead of a regular Train of 
Thinking, have oe” ane wth 4 confuſed 


Saen of Ideas. 8 


The Earl of © RI bon, in his: ow of the 
Halbes, informs us, that Mr. Hong ESs ſpent too 
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much Time ee ve nin , 1 
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e Thodghes in the ab 49K of che 
ſame, or as good Faculties: for Want whereof he 
ed ſuch a Moroſity, that he was at the ſame 
Time poſſeſſed? with a Spirit of Contradiction, and 
yet impatient of Contradiction from others. Con- 


verſation therefore is very neceſſary to beat down 


that over · bearing Temper, and Self · ſufficiency of 
Mind, which is ſo very diſagreeable to the World. 


| Men of the. moſt enlarged Views cannot take in the 
, Whole Compaſs and Extent of Fruth: almoſt every 
one, by a peculiar Caſt of Mind, ſees Things in a 


different Light. Wherefore Perſons of lower At- 


tainments very often make ſome Diſcoveries, which 


have eſcaped the Obſervation of Men of much 
greater! Depth and Penetration: as poorer Countries 
can boaſt of ſome diſtinguiſhing Products, which 
- the-richer are deſtitute of. Whether Providence did 
not wiſely ordain this, that the: latter might not en- 
tertain an overweening Conceit of their o.]n Abili- 
ties, and the former have too great a Diffidence of 
their oun Parts, I ſhall not preſume to determine. 
However, the Thing itſelf is too obvioùs to admit 
of any Diſpute; and from hence we may gather the 
Necaſſity of interchanging our Thoughts in Dif- 
courſe, if ve Would improve them to the utmoſt. 
There are ſome Men, who have excellent good 
Senſe, and yet are very diſtruſtful it. . little 
Modeſty indeed is a thin tranſparent Veil, that ſhews 
_ thoſe-Graces,| which-it. would ſeem to cover. One 


of this Make is like a new-blown Roſe, which is 


more ſweet and beautiful, when it's Leaves are a 
_ dittle; folded than when it's Glories are fully dif- 
played. But, on the Conga, any, exceſſive, Mo- 
8511 a - deſty 


and indy Corverſation. 


Ar ue a Perſon under ſuch Apprehenſions of of- 
ending, that it makes him leſs capable of pleaſing. 
To remedy this Inconvenience, a Club of ſincere 
learned Friends may be of admirable Uſe. Here 
he may give the full Play to his Genius, and deſcant 
upon any Topick with Freedom, here he is ſure 
5 nothing will be diſcovered to his Diſadyantage and, 
in ſhort, bring every Thought to the Teſt and Exa- 
mination of thoſe Gentlemen; who have that i inge 
nuous Frame of Mind, that generous Sincerity of 
Heart, as to be very ready and willing, that diſtin- 
guiſhing Judgment, and Clearneſs of Head, as to 
very able, to point out his. Beauties and Faults; to 
"NDF his Miſtakes, and applaud his Excellencies. | 


The laſt; and greateft Advantage I ſhall mention, 


is that of mutual. Advice: It may be. reaſonably 


ee believed, (ſays the Noble Hiſtorian) of the Duke 


al Buck ixcHAu, that if he had been bleſt with 
t one faithful Friend , who had been qualified with 
40 Wiſdom and Integrity, that great Perſon would 
ee have committed as few Faults, and done as tranſ- 
wy cendent worthy Actions, as any M an who ſhined 


va in ſuch A Sphere i In that Age i in all Europe. 5 But l 


for Want of this Happineſs, * he was carried away 
% by the Current, or rather Torrent of his impe- 


+ tuous Paſſions.” ' A remarkable. and Pregnant 


0 el of the Advantages. of Friehd(hip! When 
an intimate F riend ſeems to be actuated With A 
Spirit of Sincerity ; and gives us to underſtand, 
he has our Intereſt much at Heart: This opens all 
the Avenues to our Mind, ſtrengthens and enforces 


his Admonitions, ſo that they never fail to make a 


much deeper Impreſſion, than the moſt maſterly 
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Author a Uenc 00 a Motive of doing — 
wd whereas the Friend is actuated by a Concern 
For tis in particular; and this Conſideration makes 


| us) 5 oy 3 —— more ane A ee of 


Flew in his Cbgduct. Dr Eu Vier uſed: 3 
it Was x poor De 


gn in Friendſhip to keep the Man 
we! admitted to or Boſom only from being ſtanda- 

Tous", as if the Phyſician f Hiould only ſecure . 
tient from the Plague. IO = . OT e 
Hake, 23 reg” e 


Ih, 608 pod the Sabject-Mrrce pane = 


| If I were to propoſè any Model: for Converſation; 
1 ſhould chuſe that of Xx NO HCN s Sympoſium, where 


the Diſcourſe was diverting without any Levity or 
Impertinence, and and intrufftve without any Stiffneſs 
or Aufterity. We are told in the Bibhiotbegue Choijre, 
"that Mr. Lock; Mr. Ls Crexc; and Mr. Lrli- 


onen uſed to meet conſtantly once a Week, and 


"Uifeuſs ſome very important Queſtion,” which they 
had pitched upon before. This Method theſe" Fa- 


mos Authors took to enlarge tlie Sphere of their 
"Knowledge by communicating their Thoughts, If 
' Diſcourſe were altogether confined to ftated Subjects, 


it might perhaps be too formal; if intirely occaſio- 
nal, it might evaporate in light Trifles. The beſt 
Way therefore would be to obſerve a Medium, and 


to ſet apart about two Hours for ſonie ſtated Sub- 


Ject, and to give 22 the Ten to oy incidental Con- 
vetfation.” TY Re * 
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aud friendly Converſation. ; 


I have known ſome Companies, in which, if a 


M./nn talked virtuouſly he incurred the Imputation of 
Hypocriſy; if learnedly, that of Pedantry. © Surely 
no Man of Merit will ever proſtitute his good Senſe 
to low Ribaldry and Obſcenity, when Learning 
opens to him the nobleſt Fields of Speculation. Wit 


muſt run very low, if nothing but the Dregs and Se- 


diments of Impurity appear; and it is a Maxim with 
me, that no one, that had wherewithal to entertain 


à found and unbiaſſed Reaſon, would ever addreſs 


himſelf with lewd Talk to the Ne mn and 


Inelinations of Mankind. 
To return from this Digretien; I would by all 
Means, next to Virtue and Religion in general, re- 


commend Polemical Divinity. It would be too ſhock- 


ing to attack Chriſtianity directly and immediately: 
Therefore thoſe, who are no Friends to it, ſap it's 


Foundations by Degrees, and begin with its Find 
mental Articles. One Error is to pave the Way for 


another that they may bring their Deſigns to beaf: 
And the Maſk is to be worn till al! Things are ript 


for Execution: They look upon all the reſt of the 


World as Men of narrow Views, and therefore deal 
with them as with ſtrait- mouthed Veſſels : If they 


ſhould go raſhly to work, and attempt to throw in 


too much at once, their Fiabou? would be loſt, and 
their Doctrine fall to the · Ground; they, for this 
Reaſon, ſtrive to carry their Point by pouring in their 
Tenets gently and by Degrees. To prevent this ſt 


Artifice of the Deiſts, and to check the gradual Ad. 
vances of Error; it is a Duty incumbent upon all 
Men of good Abilities to lay in a competent Stock 

of Divinity. And, in Order to this, it is neceſſarx 
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an 95 eres wy wie: han hs as eee up- 1 
n theſe Ten * 


as if the Bent of their Studies had 
applied this Way A Spi 


3 will, quicken their Endeavours and i it will 


Do pleaſant as Well as uſeful, to point gut to one ano- 

* the Sophiſtry-towhich Hereticks __ Recourſe, 
to ſupport a Anki Cauſe, de ne , 
When a Man knows he muſt ſhortly deliver his 


| Thoughts-in Converſation upon any important Ar- 


"= or material Queſtion ; he reads with more At- 
tention; endeavours to draw off the Flower and Spi- 


nit of many Authors upon the ſame Subject; tho- 
roughly digeſts his Notions, and treaſures them up 
in his M Nor. + Beſides, his Studies center in one 
Point ; 85 whereas, at other Times, he may be apt to 
- hoot at Neuen. en, mne at n "Gantt 
Nack. / nite Sgt] wo e nter 
If any ſhould ark ahat what: L Frags 
- mended would too much pall and flatten. the $ 1 
of Converſation; I beg Leave to obſerve, that ludi- 
-crous Wit and facetious Diſcourſes may beget in us 
2 ſhort, unſatisfactory Gleam of J *. whereas folid 


A "cole laſting ——— * ee The amr, 
if too much indulged, ſink, weaken, and debaſe the 
Majeſty « of. a rational Soul; whereas the latter raiſe, 
elevate, and ennoble it's Diſpoſition: When a Man 
has been laying out that Time in improving Dif- 
dourſe which is generally loſt in Trifles; the Mind 
is conſcious. of having ated fuitably to the Dignity 


7 its N ature, and for this Reaſon feels that refined 


and friendly metres 
cency, which is infinitely m_ to _ ſhort4ived 
Blaze of Mirth and Laughter 


I would not be thought an Enemy to the Gloss 
and Embelliſnments of Mit, though I think Neli- 


gion and Learning ought to take Place of them,” The 


Imagination does indeed ſometimes get the Aſcen- 
duant of Reaſon; and a ſurprizing Brightneſs of 
Thought has been obſerved in ſome, where a; ſteady 
Judgment and nervous Senſe have been wanting: As 
Diamond-Mines:are ſaid to be often found in looſe, 


ſandy Groumd. But Vit, under due Regulations, 


and im it's proper Sphere, may be of no mall Ser- 
vice; and I have known ſome Men, who would have 
embittered the Converſation by a Singularity f Car- 
riage, and à moroſt Reſvrvedneſs of Temper, dex- 


trouſiy rallieu into good Humour and Complaiſance, 


and forced to ſacriſice to the Graces. ' The Waters of 
Marab (if 1 may uſe a Seripture· Simile) were very 
litter; and diſagrecable to che Taſte, till the Pro- 
phet, hy throwing in ſome Salt, rendered them 
ſuret and palatable. If Mit, inſtead of keeping 
within it's proper Province,” be-miſemployed to 1 
Vice in Countenance, and deery Men of Merit 3 
nothing gan be of a more dangerous and deſtructive 
Tendency. If I ſhould expreſs myſelf with more 


Warmth againſt this Abuſe of it, I ſhould be very 


excuſcable, ſince to this Was, in a great Meaſure, 
owing the Diſgrace of the greateſt Man England 
could boaſt of; in whom were happily reconciled the 
diſintereſted Spirit and Sincerity of the Patriot, and 


nr 


159 


the deep Penetration and conſummate Abilities of 


; the Stareſtnan : When that . Cann re- 
inne e e 4 5 preſented 


3 
A 4. 4. 


W eee II. the Blackneſs al; his 


| Fa 
4. 


Au Esa v e icke 35 


5 darling Vices, which the Wits of the Age had pal- 


| liated-wnder: the ſofter Name of Callantrias; the 
Duke of BucRINCHAM and other Courtiets of the 


ſame Stamp, took Occaſion to ridicule, expoſe, and 


mimick him before his Majeſty ; and; with an Air 
of Contempt, uſed to call him the King's $ebovt-Maſe 


un che. p for himſelf, which che left be- 


| hind. kim-when he fed beyond Sea, ber complains 


heavilmof ſome, Who chad teviled all. Oounſels and 


1 lors who had turned Things ſerious and Mac: 


org inte Ridicule,cand taken all Meang to render 
him, ungrateful both te che King ancl People. 
aM en-polleſſed widha great maiy-ſhihing:Qua- 


licies 2 Je che have hut one fnarkable: Foible, if, 
; like, Achillas, he be only vulnerable in tone Rart, theſe. 
Gentlemen, like Paris; (ſandextrous Archers: are 
theyg ill be ſure to hit that Place, and tool ſurceſs- 


fully wound: his Reputation. , Læt tei all. Fopicks 
of: Defametion,: and let all Abuſe of Witbie exploded. 


L have always;beeni mightily pleaſed with that ami: 
| able, and, -Lihope, guſt] Character, which; a 'celebra-- 


ted Writer gives Mr. CORE VE namely, that, 


after a joyful Eyening ſpent in his Company, no 


; | Man could rertraflecb pon any Expreſſion of Mr. | 


Cow NES that dwelt upon him with Pain and Un- 
eaſineſs: A good -· natured Wit will never think, 


that nothing burthe-Peignancy of  Raillery-and Scan- 


Aal can give Life and Spirit to Converſation: where- 


ande Melancholy, take, ſullen Satisfaction in blaſting 


as unhappy Tempers,, that are eaten up with Spleen 
Reputations. And it muſt he owned, that they have 


| * often an unlucky Jan wy Way; malignant 


Glances 


/ 
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a friendly Co bes OY 
Glances of Satyr, like Flaſhes-6f Lightning, ebm. 


ing generally” from a dark, gloomy 1 Fan a 4 2 
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IIIA, Upon the Manner e handling the Sic 
Marter of Converſation: 

The great Secret of Converfitioiy i is, to aim ark 
at be agreeable, than to appear ſhining in Diſcourſe. 
If we ſhould trace the Faults and Defects of Con- 
verſation up to their original Source, I believe moſt 
of them might be reſolvec into the Neglect of this 
Rule. Site are ſtill endeavouring to raiſe the Ad- 
miration of the Company, inſtead IRE: gaining their 

Love. This Kindles a Spirit of Contention and 
_ Strife for the Superiority; and the Affectation of 
the Vt and Scholar deſtroys the Complaifance and 
Benevolence of the Gentleman and Friend. If x Man 
mould happen to be of ſhpetior” Abilities to the Fo 
of the Society; he fhould, for that Reaſon, pot 
himſelf upon a Foot of Equality with them; co 
deſcend to the Level of their Capacities, and obi 
not ſet his ming Qualities in a full, glaring Light, 
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but rather modleſtly caſt them in Shades. * 


To the Neglect of the Rule which Thave mentibied, 
it is wing, that ſome are ſo very oſtentatibus of their 
Reading, This is a certain Sign, that their Leatr- 


ning ſits but looſely about them; and, if may uſe 
ſo homely: an Alluſibn, I would ſay, they have not 


digeſted thoſe Notions very well, which they ate ſo 
apt to throw up again upon every, or rather upon 
no Oceaſien at all. To the ſame Principle it is ow- 
ing, that ſome are continually putting their Inven- 


tions upon the Rack, to ſay ſomething ſuprizing and” 


3 : Whereas, if Wit carries an Air of 
0 „ WES much 
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much Study and Premediration ;! if, inſtead of being 
a Volunteer, it be viſibly preſſed into the Service, no- 
thing can be more nauſeating and diſtaſtful. It is 
Virxgin-Quichilver, which ſtreams out freely of ieſelf in 
great Drops (which is readily diſcovered without the 
Help of Fire) is, upon ſeveral Accounts, far more va- 
luable than that which is extorted and forced out by 
Furnace. To the ſame Principle may be aſcrib- 
| ed that fiery Spirit of Oppoſition, which is ſo pre- 
dominant in ſome Men, that, rather than confeſs 
one Abſurdity, they will be ee of a - ey on 
committing, . a 
They are too far embarked in | bud Cauſe ta 
mk a Retreat, with: a good Grace; and therefore if 
they have added to their natural Parts the Super- 
ſtructures of Learning, they will entrench themſelves 5 
within a 150 . artful. Sion: and ubtile 
Eyaſions, , ** nc Ha! 
They are very prolix ee ee 
ments, which No- body lays any Streſs upon; but 
when they are really ſtrong and impregnable, they 
3 fain fp MEN as haſtily as they en.) eng 
"al "Objections are to "them. like, 5 1 ef 2 
AMan, may. make. a Shift to run lightly and nimbly 
ayer It; but if he eyer tread leiſurely, and en 
long Upon one Place — infallibly ſinks: n 815 
Af even a Vein of... Ridicule be neceſſary, I, think it 
is here, where a Vein f juſt. Arguing can have no 
. Effect, ; When 2 Man, i is ſteeled and hardened againſt 
| all, Conviction, we may, e Hannibal, after other 
e have e e * cee, the 
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an SoveadlyGuneifatien. 
Rack with Vinegar, Some Jeſuits once in Company with 
Monſieur BoILEAu, aſſerted, according to the Prin- 
7 of that Society, that Attrition was only neceſ- 
| and that we were not obliged to love Cod. It 
Was tom Purpoſe to unravel their Fallacies: They 


ſhewed themſelves inviolably attached to their Ex- 
ror; when Mr. BolLE Au, ſtarting up, cried: « Oh! | 


ho prettily will it ſound in the Day o Ae 
ment, when our Lon p ſhall ſay to his 


« Come you, ye well - beloved of my Father ; for you 


never loved me in your Life, but always forbad 
e that I ſhould . be beloved, and conſtantly oppoſed 


thoſe Hereticks; who were for obliging Chriſtians 
(e, to lone me; und yo, on the (contrary; G to" the 
Devil, and bis Angelt, you the acturſed of my Fu- 


Leather; for yon bave loved me with your whole 


Heart, and have ſolicited and urged every Body 
f elſe to love ne. This Raillery truck the Oppo- 
nents dumb; and bore down that Oppoſition, which 


the moſt ROO before could not ot quell, | i 


1 , 
1445 1 7 7 
Folly a e 


* = Ridiculum acri i $55 185 7 | "41 as 
Fortin & melits magnas plerimgue ſecat re res. 


l ay Hants" Opportunity preſents. 1 it 
may not be amiſs to deal with an opinionative F low, 


ay Biſhop BRAMHALL did with the Popiſh Miſſionary. 
When his Antagoniſt would obſtinately maintain 


whatever he had raſhly advanced, the Biſhop drove 


the Diſputant up into ſo narrow à Corner, thar he 


: was forced: fo affirm, 'that Eating was Drinking, and | 


Drinking was Eating, ina material” or bodily Senſe. 
This Aſſertion was ſo 5 with pa alpable Abſurdities,, 
„ tf 15 Dini ei . "ae 
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n eee. ir he could a 
175 under the Jaſuit's Hand what he declared with his 
Tongue; which, being deſired; was by the other; 
in his Heat and Shame to ſeem to retreat, as readilß 
ed. But upon cooler. Thoughts (ſays my Au- 
= finding perhaps, after the Conteſt was over, 
that he could not quench his Thirſt with a Piece of 
Bread; he Allele ſo ſadly on the Diſhonour he 
had ſuffered, that, not n Able co aigelt it intten 
8 Days Time, he died. Win t ent ed 2? 
Why are ſo many t: very evils" 0 ſkreen 
themſelves under ambiguous Terms, and to give a 
plauſible Turn to the moſt dangerous Errors ? Is it 
to impoſe upon the Bulk of Mankind, as Pirates do 
upon unwary Sailors, by hanging out falſe Colours? 
Poes it not beſpeak a much greater Turn of Mind 
to retract an untenable Notion, than even to carry 
one's Point on the Side of Truth? The latter may 
be, often, owing merely to the Strength of a good 
Cauſe; whereas the former is the Reſult of that in- 
* Temper, and that Largeneſs of Soul, which 
animates a Man with the nobleſt Views, and makes 
him willing to ſacrifice the Vanity of being thought 
an able Diſputant to; the diſintereſted, Purſuit of 
Triith. . His Opponent only conquers bim; whilſt 
he triumphs, over two very powerful Enemies, Error 
and himſelf: By the latter, I mean thoſe Prejudices 
x, Paſtions, which hang a wrong Biaſs an, che 
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e Natine js, yndubregly che art Ingredient in 
good. Converſa ation. The M an {hgh 18 always pleaſed, 
and in good Humour, never, falls, of, Pleafing the 
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Company. La hould be grafted upon this 
R | : 
Quality; 


4 


and pid 3 
Qualicy "y land the World has too great Reaſon to la- 
ment, that ill-natured Men, eſpecially if they be in- 
genious, ſnhould ever have the Advantage of a refi- 
1 e 5 ow hop it be a common 1 
am apt Fu ka it is a raters truer: Obſervation, THY 
his! Temper ſours: his Learning. The Mind is the 
Caſk,, and if that be ſour and impure, the moſt ge- 
nerous Wine will loſe it's own Taſte, and receive a 
Tincture from the Veſſel. When therefore the Bent 
of a Man's Inclinations is naturally perverſe, Learn- 
ing falls in with it; and teaches him, whoſe Wit and 
Malice made him but᷑ too ſatyrical before, to give a 
Kgener Edge to his Raillery, and wound with more 
Succeſs. So that the Superſtrücture of Education 
19,4 Man of this Complexion; is like adding Poi - 
ſpni co that Arrow, which before Was too! i 1 to 
kill, 2 Gi. 4 Nil 91} 9 136 0 r VEST 
Humliiy is another! endeating; Quality. Nothing 
canſhe more ofligns than Self-: ſufficiency in Men of 
ſuperif r Attainments,!. ox/mare ridiculous in Men of 
inferifr Abilities. The World is generally Even 
with theſe Men ze and, as they deſpiſe all, they are 
in turn deſpiſed by all Mankind. How contrary 
1s wy Character which is * of Dr . Hammony! 
Epitaplic | 23, ＋ on U. 41 nog eh 
Nun 20 excel us eat 1 W ae e 
* Scriptis 2 Fattiſque, * 2 . Vs 
Sibi uni non placuit, . 
Ne tam Calamo quam Vila, . 
© Humans Generi complacuerut. e 
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T0 en AY 
| None bid fairer for being Great Men, than hails, 
in whom a modeſt Opinion of themſelves is interwo- 
ven with a laudable Ambition: the latter is an In- 
centive to thoſe Actions which may make them glo- 
rious; and the former is a Bar to all thoſe Attempts, 
which, being beyond their Strength, may make 
them ridiculous. The one prompts them to diſplay 
themſrlves 3 and the other prevents them from expo- 
3 ſing themſelves. A Deſire of Glory, tempered with 
| 4 Tincture of Humility,” is (to uſe the Simile of an 
| ingenious Writer upon a different Occaſion) like 4 
Flame, that trembles as it aſpires; A Perſon of 
1 this excellent Frame of Mind knows how to condeſ- 
cend without ſtooping too low, and how to riſe with. 
out towering too hg. 
.\Grod-Breeding is little elſe than Good Nature wy 
liſhed and beautified by Art. An ill-natured Man 
may, it is true, obſerve the little Punctilios and 
Forms of Civility; but he will be deficient in 
| Average 'To One a aan Cha | 
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be-fiberficd: and qualified. Fact the winning Con 
cenſion of che Courtier, and regulated by the Xe. 
and Erudition bf the Divine. How gracefully des 
Learning fit upon a Man, how. venerably amiable 
does Religion appear to the Eye of the World, 
when attended with . Good-Breeding ? And how d 
Good-Breeding plead a more ſolid Title to our Valus 
and Reſpect, when accompanied with Religion * 
Learning? 
The Gentleman "makes the 7 4 85 and Scholar \ 
beloved; and the Chriftian and. Scholar make the 
5 Gentleman eſteemed. All theſe Accompliihunents \ 


i muſt | 


muſt enter 5 into the Compoſition of reſiued Converſa- 
tion, which is then carried to it's greateſt Heiglit of 
h Perfection, when what is ſaid upon Matters of Mo- 
ment, is at once endeared to us by a graceful Man- 
ner, and an agreeable Complacency of Behaviour ; 
is enforced by the Weight and nervous Energy of 
ſound Reaſon, is enlivened' by the exquiſite Beauties 
of fine Senſe and elegant Reflections. 
An affable Deportment, and Meekneſs of Fen- 
per, will diſarm the moſt violent Antagoniſt of his 
'Obſtinacy, | and we need never fear by the Cogency of 
our Arguments to convince the Underſtanding of our 
Opponent; if we take Care, by the Candour of 
out Behaviour, to make an Impreſſion on” his l. 
Thoſe who advance the wildeſt Paradoxes, often daſh 
ONS material Truths, and juſt Thoughts : . 
It wquld be therefore worth our while to try, Whe- 
ther y commending them for the latter, we might 
not ꝗxtrouſly reclaim them from the former: But 
if, iſſtead of calmly entering into the Merits of the 
Caife, we ſhould break out into any indecent Sal- 
* liesfof Paſſion, it will be a very difficult Matter 
to bring others over to our Notions. For Men, 
lil Load-ſtanes, when they are once too much 
ted by the Fire, loſe that attractive Power which 
y had before. It is prettily ſaid by Biſhop TII- 
»TSON, © that thoſe who were tranſported by Paſ- | 
ſion, by their ill Management of a good Cauſe, 
* and by their ungracious Way of maintaining the 
« Truth, had found out a cunning Way to be in 
{© the wrong, even when they are in the right.“ 
None can be more prejudicial to the Intereſts of 
Truth, than thoſe 9985 8 their Sentiments up- 
ACE: —.— wes 2Þ Bi | dn 
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on that Company. with the magiſterial, nn 
Air of the Pedaut, inſtead of offering them with the 
modeſt, courtly Addreſs of the Gentleman. No- 
thing conveys Inſtruction more artfully, than a 
ſeeming Diffidence ; of which we have a pregnant 
Inftance in my Lord CLaxenDos : © Mr. Hamb- 
"1.06: Gere (ſays he) was of that rare Affability and Tem- 
per in Debate, and of that ſeeming Humility and 
< Submiſſion of Judgment, as if he; brought no 
Opinion of his on with him, but a Deſire. of In- 
formation and Inſtruction; yet he had fo ſubtil A 
« Way of interrogating, and, under the Notion of 
« Doubts, inſinuating his Objections, that he infuſed 
< his own Opinions into thoſe, from whom he pre- 
6 tended to learn and receive them.“ If theſe Mea- 
ſures, were fo powerful i in a bad Cauſe, we may con- 
clude they! will be irreſiſtible 3 1 a good one iy 31 
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